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INTRODUCTION

Markham, Albert Hastings.  Introduction to The Voyages and Works of John Davis,
the Navigator. The Hakluyt Society, No. LIX, London, 1880: i– lxxxiv.

AMONG the distinguished English seamen of the six-
teenth century, John Davis of Sandridge stands out
conspicuously as the one who, more than any other,
un i t ed  the  qua l i t i e s  o f  a  da r in g  ad ven t u r e r  w i th
tho s e  o f  a  s k i l fu l  p i l o t  an d  a  s c i e n t i f i c  n av iga to r .
Seve r a l  we r e  h i s  equa l s  in  s t e ady  pe r s eve r an ce  an d
de spe r a t e  g a l l an t r y .   Some ,  su ch  a s  R i cha rd  Haw-
k in s  an d  Wi l l i am  Ba f f in ,  r e s e m b l ed  h im  in  the i r
devo t ion  t o  the  s c i en t i f i c  b r an che s  o f  h i s  n ob l e
p ro f e s s i on .   Bu t  a s  a  s e aman  combin in g  s c i en t i f i c
kn ow ledge  and  sk i l l ed  p i lo t age  w i th  the  qua l i t i e s  o f
a  f e a r l e s s  and  de t e rm in ed  exp lo r e r ,  J ohn  Dav i s
s t an d s  f o r emos t  amon g  the  n av iga to r s  o f  t h e  g r e a t
Q u e e n .    H e  h a d  o t he r  q u a l i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  n e e d e d  
t o  comp l e t e  t he  cha r a c t e r  o f  a  pe r f e c t  s e a  c ap t a in .  
H e  k n e w  h o w  t o  w i n  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  m e n  w h o
served him,  and the undoubt ing conf idence of  those
who gave  h im their  t rust .   He was  as  genia l  and
c o n s i d e r a t e ,  a s  h e  w a s  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n d  h o n e s t .  
Th i s  i s  h i gh  p r a i s e ,  bu t  the  p e ru s a l  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s
kn own  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  w i l l  show  tha t  i t  i s  d e s e r v ed .
Voyage  a f t e r  vo yage  d id  M r .  San de r son  and  o the r
merchan t s  en t ru s t  D a v i s  w i th  the i r  wea l th  ;  an d  
su ch  men  a s  John  J an e  l e f t  t h e i r  homes  an d  oc cupa -
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t ions ,  and went  on long and per i lous  voyages ,  for  the
love  of  Master  Davis ,  and “for  his  sake”.   

Wes t co t e ,  a c co rd in g  t o  P r in c e ,  t e l l s  u s  t ha t  John
Dav i s  wa s  bo rn  a t  San dr idge , 1i n  the  pa r i sh  o f  S toke  
Gabr i e l .   Bu t  the r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  h i s  b ap t i sm  in
the  pa r i sh  r eg i s t e r s  o f  S toke  Gabr i e l ,  wh i ch  beg in  
w i th  the  30 th  y ea r  o f  He n r y  VI I I .    Wes t co t e  wa s ,
howeve r ,  a  con t empora ry .    He  de s c r ib e s  San dr idge  
a s  “ a  h e a l t h y ,  p l e a s a n t  s e a t .  I t  i s  l i f t e d  u p  o n  a
s m a l l  h i l l  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  D a r t ,  w h i c h
c o m p a s s e t h  n e a r  t h r e e  p a r t s  t h e r e o f  o n  i t s  w a y  t o
D a r t m o u t h ,  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  s t a n d s  b y  w a t e r  n o t  t w o  
m i l e s ,  b y  l a n d  n e a r  f o u r ” .    B u t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t a g e  o f
D a v i s  w e  a r e  t o l d  n o t h i n g .    W e  m a y  a s s u m e  t h a t  
h i s  c h i l d h o o d  w a s  p a s s e d  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  D a r t ,
a n d  t h a t  h e  w e n t  t o  s e a  a s  a  b o y ,  a n d  t h u s  r e c e i v e d
a thorough nautical education.   The words of Chaucer
are, therefore, applicable to our hero : —   

  “ A  s c h i p m a n  w a s  h e ,  w o n y i n g  f e r  b y  w e s t e ,  
   F o r  o u g h t  I  w o o t  h e  w a s  o f  D e r t e m o u t h . "  

I t  i s  q u i t e  c e r t a i n  t h a t ,  i n  a f t e r  l i f e ,  D a v i s  h e l d
p r o p e r t y  a t  S a n d r i d g e .   H e  a l w a y s  s i g n e d  h i m s e l f
of  Sandridge,  and in  a  l e t ter  wri t ten  to  Mr.  Sander-
son,  on his  return  f rom his  second voyage in  1586,  
he  wri tes :—“Sure ly  i t  shal l  cost  a l l  my hope of
wel fare ,  and my port ion  of  Sandridge,  but  I  wi l l ,  by
God's  mercy ,  s ee  an  end of  these  bus inesses .”   This
may be  regarded as  proving,  beyond a  doubt ,  that
Davis  shared in the ownership of  Sandridge.     In the 
 1 “Here  was  born that  exce l l ent  p i lot  and ski l fu l  nav igator ,  and
fortunate  d i scoverer  of  unknown countr ie s ,  Mr.  John Davi s . ”  
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charter  granted by Queen El izabeth,  Adrian Gilbert
i s  a l so  named as  of  Sandridge

Westcote  and Prince  te l l  us  that ,  a f te r  19  Edward
III, Sandridge became the inheritance of the ancient
and honourable family of the Pomeroys, 1 and when
Westcote wrote, in 1630, it stil l remained in that
honourable name. 2  Thus we have three families re-
siding at or owning Sandridge at the same time—the
Pomeroys, the Gilberts,  and the Davises.  The p r o -
bab l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s ,  t h a t  San dr idge  wa s  a  p rope r t y
o n  w h i c h  t w o  o r  t h r e e  h o u s e s  h ad  b e e n  b u i l t  b y  t h e
P o m e r o y s ,  a n d  r e n t e d  o r  s o l d  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f
D a v i s  a n d  o f  A d r i a n  G i l b e r t . 3  

On the 29th of  September  1582 John Davis  was
marr ied  to  Mist res s  Fai th Ful ford, 4 sa id ,  by Pr ince ,
to  have been a daughter  of  Sir  John Fulford of  F u l -
f o r d ,  H ig h  S h e r i f f  o f  D e vo n  in  1 5 3 5 ,  b y  t h e  L a d y  
  1  I n  t h e  t i m e  o f  H e n r y  I I ,  o n e  S t e p h e n  d e  S a n d r i d g e  h e l d  t h r e e
p a r t s  o f  a  k n i g h t ' s  f e e  t h e r e ,  o f  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  E x e t e r .  H i s  d e -
s c e n d a n t s  h e l d  S a n d r i d g e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  2 0 0  y e a r s .   N e x t  c a m e
P o m e r o y ,  p r o b a b l y  a  y o u n g e r  s o n  o f  P o m e r o y  o f  B e r r y  C a s t l e ,  i n
1 9  E d .  I I I .   
  2   S i r  H e n r y  P o m e r o y  o f  B e r r y  C a s t l e ,  h a v i n g  n o  c h i l d r e n ,
s e t t l e d  h i s  l a n d s  o n  h i s  n e p h e w - i n - l a w ,  S i r  T h o m a s  P o m e r o y  o f
S a n d r i d g e .  T h i s  S i r  T h o m a s  h a d  m a r r i e d  J o a n ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r
Thomas  Chudle igh ,  by Joan Pomeroy,  s i s te r  of  S i r  Henry of  Berry
C a s t l e .   I n  t h e  t i m e  o f  P r i n c e ,  S a n d r i d g e  b e l o n g e d  t o  R o g e r
Pomeroy ,  whose  daugh te r  ma r r i ed  Humphrey  G i lbe r t  o f  C o m p ton ,
T h e  G i l b e r t s  s o l d  i t  t o  J o h n  D u n n i n g ,  L o r d  A s h bu r to n ,  i n  1 7 7 0 .  
I t  c a m e  t o  L a d y  A s h b u r t o n ,  w h o  l e f t  i t  t o  h e r  n i e c e  t h e  B a r o n e s s
d e  V e r t e ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s s e s s o r  o f  S a n d r i d g e .  
  3   T h e r e  a r e  n o w  t w o  g e n t l e m e n ' s  h o u s e s  a t  S a n d r i d g e ,  t h e
“ G r e a t  H o u s e ”  a n d  t h e  “ F a r r  H o u s e ” .  
  4  Par i sh  Regi s te r  a t  Stoke  Gabrie l .  
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Dorothy Bourchier ,  a  daughter  of  the  Ear l  of  Bath. 1

The issue of his  marriage was a son, Gilbert ,  baptised
at Stoke Gabriel,  on March 27th, 1583; a daughter,
Elizabeth,  who died in infancy;  and three other sons,
Arthur, born in 1586; John,  born and died in 1587;
and Phil ip.2 

I t  wi l l  be  wel l  here  to say  something of  the  Gil-
berts,  the neighbours and friends of Davis ,  who evi-
dently exercised a great  influence on his after l ife.
Sandridge was in the parish of  Stoke Gabriel ,  which
adjoins that of Brixham, and the Gilberts had been
seated at  Greenway,  in Brixham parish,  for some
centuries.  Westcote says that “Greenway is  very
pleasantly and commodiously placed, with a most
del ightsome prospect  to  behold the  barks  and boats
t o  pa s s  an d  r epa s s  upon  t h e  r i v e r  f l ow in g  f rom
Totn e s  t o  Dar tmouth” .    Here  dwe l t  Otho  Gi lber t
in  the  ea r l y  pa r t  o f  the  s i x t een th  c en tury ,  who  had
also inherited Compton,  near Torbay,  from an ances -
t r e s s  in  the  t ime  o f  Edward  I I . 3    By  h i s  w i f e  Kath-  
  1 W e s t c o t e ' s  Devon sh i r e ,  p .  6 1 3 ,  q u o t e d  b y  P r i n c e .    T h e  m a r r i a g e  
wi th  Fa i th  Ful ford i s  recorded in  the  Stoke  Gabrie l  Par i sh  Regi s te r ,  
b u t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  d o u b t  w h e t h e r  s h e  w a s  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  J o h n
F u l f o r d  o f  F u l f o r d .   I n  t h e  H e r a l d ' s  V i s i t a t i o n  o f  1 5 6 4 ,  t h e
c h i l d r e n  o f  S i r  J o h n  F u l f o r d  a r e  g i v e n ,  a n d  a g a i n  i n  t h e  V i s i t a t i o n
o f  1 6 2 4 .    T h e y  w e r e  J o h n ,  h i s  h e i r ;  A n d r e w ;  E l i z a b e t h ,  m a r r i e d ,  
f i r s t  t o  A r u n d e l l ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  t o  T .  G a r y  ;  a n d  C e c i l i a ,  m a r r i e d  
t o  W i l l i a m  o r  N i c h o l a s  A d a m s .     T h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  a  F a i t h ,  
o r  o f  a  D a v i s  m a r r i a g e  i n  e i t h e r  V i s i t a t i o n .    W e s t c o t e  w r o t e  i n
1 6 3 0 ,  a f t e r  b o t h  V i s i t a t i o n s  ;  a n d  t h e i r  s i l e n c e  s e e m s  t o  c a l l  f o r
s o m e  o t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  i n  c o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  W e s t c o t e ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  
w h i c h  I  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  d i s c o v e r .
   2 P a r i s h  R e g i s t e r s  a t  S t o k e  G a b r i e l ,  a n d  W i l l  o f  J o h n  D a v i s .  
   3 J o a n ,  h e i r e s s  o f  W i l l i a m  C o m p t o n  o f  C o m p t o n . 
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ar ine,  daughter of  Sir  Phil ip Champernoun of M o d -
b u r y ,  h e  h a d  t h r e e  s o n s ,  J o h n ,  H u m p h r e y ,  a n d
A d r i a n .   H e  d i e d  w h e n  h i s  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  s t i l l  v e r y
y o u n g ,  a n d  h i s  w i d o w  m a r r i e d ,  s e c o n d l y ,  W a l t e r  
R a l e i g h  o f  F a r d e l ,  b y  w h o m  s h e  h a d  t w o  m o r e
sons ,  named Carew and Walter .    The youngest ,  a f ter-  
wards  the  famous  Sir  Walter  Rale igh,  was  born in
1552.  

J o h n  D a v i s  w a s  p r o b a b l y  b o r n  i n  a b o u t  1 5 5 0 .
T h e  G i l b e r t s  w e r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h i s  s e n i o r s  b y  s o m e  
y e a r s ;  J o h n  h a v i n g  b e e n  b o r n  i n  1 5 3 7 ,  H u m p h r e y
in  1 5 3 9 ,  a n d  Ad r i a n  a  y e a r  o r  t w o  l a t e r .   S i r  W a l t e r  
R a l e i g h  w a s  t w o  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  D a v i s .   T h e
e l d e s t ,  S i r  J o h n  G i l b e r t ,  r e m a i n e d  a t  h o m e ,  w a s
highly respected in the county,  and,  dying childless ,
was buried in Exeter  Cathedral .  

Humphrey  G i lb e r t ,  t h e  s e con d  son ,  wa s  educa t ed
a t  E t o n  a n d  O x f o r d  ;  an d  d e vo t e d  h im s e l f  t o  t h e
s t u d y  o f  n a v i g a t i o n  a n d  t h e  a r t  o f  w a r .    H e  w a s  i n -
t r o d u c e d  t o  c o u r t  b y  h i s  au n t ,  M r s .  K a t h e r in e  A s h -  
l e y ,  a n d  b e c am e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  Q u e e n  in  1 5 7 1 .   I n
1 5 6 3  h e  h ad  s e r v e d  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n  u n de r  t h e  E a r l  
o f  W a r w i c k  a t  N e w h a v e n ,  a n d  o n  N e w  Y ea r ' s  d ay  o f
1 5 7 0 , 1  h e  w a s  k n i g h t e d  b y  S i r  H e n r y  S idn e y  a t
D r o g h e d a  f o r  h i s  g a l l a n t  s e r v i c e  i n  I r e l a n d .  I n
1 5 7 2  h e  w e n t  t o  F lu s h in g  t o  h e l p  t h e  Z ee l an d e r s  i n  
t h e i r  g l o r i o u s  f i gh t  a g a in s t  S p a n i s h  t y r a n n y .   B u t
h i s  t h o u g h t s  w e r e  m a in l y  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  im p r o v e -
ment of  navigat ion,  and the discovery of  unknown
c o u n t r i e s .    H i s  d i s c o u r s e ,  t o  p r o v e  a  N o r t h - W e s t  
    1  N o t  1 5 7 7 ,  a s  s t a t e d  b y  P r i n c e  i n  h i s  W o r t h i e s  o f  D e v o n .  
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P a s s a g e ,  c o n c e r n in g  w h i c h  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o
s a y  m o r e  p r e s e n t l y ,  w a s  p r in t ed  i n  1 5 7 6 . 1  T w o
y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d s  h e  r e c e i v e d  l e t t e r s  p a t e n t  t o  d i s -
c o v e r  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t s  o f  Am e r i c a ,  a n d  h e  m ade  h i s  
f irs t  voyage to Newfoundland in 1579.   The Queen
had  g i v en  h im  a  j ewe l ,  con s i s t in g  o f  a  sma l l  an cho r
o f  bea t en  go ld  w i th  a  l a r g e  p ea r l  on  the  peak ,  wh i ch
he  eve r m o r e  w o r e  on  h i s  b r e a s t .    He  s a i l ed  on  h i s
l a s t  e xp e d i t i on  in  1583 ,  w i th  f i v e  v e s s e l s .   In
Augu s t  h e  t ook  po s s e s s i on  o f  Newfoun d l an d  in  the
name of the Queen,  and commenced an examina t ion
o f  i t s  c o a s t s .   O n e  v e s s e l ,  t h e  R a l e i g h ,  h a d  p u t
b a c k  e a r l y  i n  t h e  vo y a g e  ;  t h e  D e l i g h t  w a s  l o s t  i n  a
s t o r m  ;  a n d  h e  w a s  l e f t  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  G o l d en  H in d ,
o f  f o r t y ,  a n d  t h e  S q u i r r e l ,  o f  t e n  t o n s .    I t  b e c a m e
n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e t u r n  h o m e ,  a n d  h e  w a s  e n t r e a t ed  t o
c o m e  o n  b o a r d  t h e  G o l d e n  H in d .    B u t ,  a s  com-
man de r ,  h e  dec l a r ed  he  wou ld  sha r e  the  dan ge r s  o f  
t h e  l i t t l e  S q u i r r e l .   T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  w a s  t o l d
b y  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  h i s  c o n s o r t ,  M r .  H a y e s .    G i l b e r t
was  las t  seen in  the  evening  o f  September  9th,  s i t -
t ing in  the  s tern of  the  Squirre l  with a  book in  his
han d .   Hi s  l a s t  w o r d s  we r e ,  c r y in g  ou t  t o  the  men
o n  boa rd  the  Hin d ,  “We  a r e  a s  n ea r  t o  Heaven  b y
s e a  a s  by  l a n d ” . 2  Tha t  n igh t  t he  l i t t l e  boa t  wa s
swa l l owed  up  by  the  wave s .

Adr i an  G i lb e r t ,  t h e  youn ge s t  b ro the r ,  wa s  a  man
of  va r i ed  accompl i shment .  Be s ide s  be ing  an  en thus -
 
   1  S e e  H a k l u y t  ( 2 n d  e d i t i o n ) ,  i i ,  p p .  3 3  t o  4 7 .  

   2  H a k l u y t ,  P r i n c i p a l  N a v i g a t i o n s ,  p .   6 9 5 .    T h e  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  
V o y a g e  b y  M r .  E d w a r d  H a y e s .  
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s iast ic  promoter of  voyages  of  discovery ,  he was
ski l led in mineralogy,  and,  for  some t ime,  had the
management of  s i lver  mines  at  Combe Mart in on t h e
n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  D e v o n .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  S i r
Humphrey continued the l ine of  Gilberts . 1 

These gallant youths of Greenway were the neigh-
bours and friends of Davis,  who, however, must have
taken to  a  seafar ing l i fe  very  ear ly ,  for  he  f i r s t  ap-
pears  in  his tory  as  a  h igh authority  re spec t ing the
pract icabi l i ty  of  a  north-west  passage  to  China.    The
fact  of  h is  be ing thus  consul ted was  not ,  however ,
ent ire ly  due to his  ski l l  in  navigat ion and exper ience
as  a  seaman.   I t  was  part ly  owing to  his  f r iendship
with the  Gilbert s  and their  ha l f -brother ,  S ir  Walter
Rale igh,  and espec ia l ly  with Adrian Gilbert . 

T h e  f i r s t  m e n t i o n  o f  J o h n  D a v i s  t h a t  I  c a n  f i n d
i s  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 5 7 9 .  I t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  d i a r y  
o f  D r .  J o h n  D e e , 2  t h e  a s t r o l o g e r ,  a n d  “ e m i n e n t  
       1   S i r  H u m p h r e y  G i l b e r t  m a r r i e d  A n n e ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  A n t h o n y
A g e r  o f  K e n t ,  a n d  h a d  f i v e  s o n s  ( n o t  n i n e ,  a s  s t a t e d  b y  P r i n c e )
a n d  o n e  d a u g h t e r .  T h e  e l d e s t ,  S i r  J o h n  G i l b e r t ,  m a r r i e d  a
d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  R i c h a r d  M o l y n e u x  o f  S e f t o n ,  b u t  d i e d  c h i l d l e s s .  
T h e  y o u n g e s t ,  S i r  R a l e i g h  G i l b e r t ,  a l o n e  h a d  i s s u e .   H e  d w e l t  a t
G r e e n w a y  i n  1 6 3 5  ( s e e  P o l e ,  p a g e  2 8 2 ) .   H i s  s o n ,  A g e r  G i l b e r t ,
m a r r i e d  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  E d w a r d  W a l r o n d  o f  B o v e y ,  a n d  h a d  a  s o n
H um p h r e y  G i l b e r t ,  w h o  s o l d  G r e e n w a y  a n d  w e n t  t o  l i v e  a t  C o m p -
t o n ,  n e a r  T o r q u a y .  H e  m a r r i e d  Joa n ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  R o g e r  P o m e r o y .

  2   J o h n  D e e  w a s  b o r n  i n  L o n d o n  o n  J u l y  1 3 t h ,  1 5 2 7 .  H e  w a s
e d u ca t e d  a t  C a m b r i d g e ,  a n d  a  F e l l o w  o f  T r i n i t y .  H e  r e s i d e d  t w o
y e a r s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u v a i n ,  a n d  a f t e r wa r d s  a t  R h e i m s ,  a n d
w a s  a  v e r y  l e a r n e d  m a th e m a t i c i a n  a n d  c o s m o g r a p h e r .   H e  a l s o
p r a c t i s e d  a s t r o l o g y ,  a n d  w a s  t r i e d  o n  a  c h a r g e  o f  w o r k i n g  a g a i n s t
Q u e e n  M a r y ' s  l i f e  by  enchan t m e n t .   O n  th e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  E l i z a b e t h ,
h e  c a m e  i n t o  f a v o u r ,  a n d  s e t t l e d  a t  M or t l a k e ,  w h e r e  h e  c a l c u l a t e d  
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phi losopher  of  Mort lake”.   Dr.  Dee appears  to  have
made his  notes  pr inc ipal ly  on the marg ins  of  o ld
almanacs ,  in  a  diminut ive and a lmost  i l l eg ib le  hand-
w r i t i n g .   T h e s e  s c r a p s  w e r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y
o f  t h e  A s h m o l e a n  M u s e u m  a t  O x f o r d ,  a n d ,  b e i n g
c o l l e c t e d  t o g e t h e r ,  w e r e  p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  C a m d e n  
S o c i e t y  i n  1 8 4 2 .  

I n  t h i s  d i a r y ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  d a t e  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  1 5 7 9 ,
w e  r e a d  :  “ M r .  A d r i a n  G i l b e r t  a n d  J o h n  D a v y s  r e -  
c o n c y l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  m e ,  a n d  d i s c l o s e d  s o m e  o f
Emery his  most  unhonest ,  hypocr i t ica l l ,  and devi l i sh
deal ings  and devises  agaynst  me and other ,  and l ike-
wise  of  that  errant  s t rompet  her  abominable  wordes
and dedes  ;  and John Davis  sayd that  he  might  curse
the tyme that  ever  he  knew Emery,  and so  much
f o l l o w ed  h i s  w i c k e d  c o u n s ay l e  a n d  a d v y s e ,  s o  j u s t
i s  G o d ” .  

T h i s  c a n  b e  n o  o t h e r  t h a n  E m e r y  M o l y n eu x ,  w h o
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  t w o  g l o b e s — o n e  c e l e s t i a l  a n d  t h e
o the r  t e r r e s t r i a l — w h i c h  w e re  made  by  o rde r  o f  M r .
Wm.  Sander son ,  and  ded ica t ed  to  Queen  E l i z abe th .
What  he  had  done  to  incur  the  wra th  and  d i s -
p l ea sure  o f  Dav i s  and  Dr .  Dee  I  have  been  unab le  to
d i s cove r .  

W e  a l s o  r e a d  i n  t h e  s a m e  j o u rn a l  t h a t  o n  J u n e  3 ,  
h o r o s c o p e s  a n d  n a t i v i t i e s .   H e  w a s  i n t i m a t e  w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e
g r e a t  n a v i g a t o r s  o f  h i s  t i m e .   H e  w a s  a b r o a d  f r o m  1 5 8 4  t o  1 5 8 9 ,
w h e n  h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  E m p e r o r  R u d o l p h  I I  a t  P r a g u e .   H e  w a s
C h a n c e l l o r  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s  C a t h e d r a l ,  a n d  d i e d  a t  M o r t l a k e  i n  1 6 0 8 .
S e e  a  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  w o r k  o n  n a v i g a t i o n  i n  A p p e n d i x  A .    H i s
p r i v a t e  d i a r y  w a s  e d i t e d  f o r  t h e  C a m d e n  S o c i e t y  b y  M r .  H a l l i w e l l
i n  1 8 4 2 .  
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1 5 8 0 ,  “ M r .  A .  G i l b e r t  a n d  J .  D a v y s  r o d e  h o m e w a r d
in t o  D e v o n s h i r e . ”    T h i s  w o u l d  l e a d  u s  t o  i n f e r  t h a t
D a v i s  w a s  t h en  l i v in g  a t  S a n d r id ge ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e
t w o  f r i e n d s  w e r e  r i d in g  h o m e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  m u t u a l
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c o m p a n io n s h ip .  

T h e  n e x t  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  J o h n  D a v i s  i n
D r .  D e e ' s  j o u r n a l  i s  t h r e e  y e a r s  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  
d a t e  o f  t h e  ab o v e  e x t r a c t .    H e  w r i t e s  :  “ J a n .  2 3 ,
1 5 8 3 .  T h e  R yg h t  H o n o r ab l e  M r .  S e c r e t a r y  W a l -
s i n g h am  c a m  t o  m y  h o w s e ,  w h e r e  b y  g o o d  l o k  h e
found Mr.  Awdrian Gilbert ,  and so  ta lk  was  begonne
of  North-west  St ra ights  discovery .    Jan .  24.    I ,  Mr.
Awdrian Gilbert ,  and John Davis ,  went  by appoint-
ment  to Mr.  Secretary  to Mr.  Beale  his  howse,  where
onely  we four  were  secret ,  and we made Mr.  Secre-
tary  pr iv ie  of  the  N.W. passage ,  and a l l  chart s  and
rutters  were  agreed upon in  genera l l . ”  

A  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  o n  w e  r e a d :    “ M a r c h  6 .    I  a n d
M r .  A d r i a n  G i l b e r t  a n d  J o h n  D a v i s  d id  m e t e  w i t h  
Mr.  Alderman Barnes , 1 Mr.  Tounson, 2 and Mr.  Yong,  

  1 S i r  George  Barne s  or  Barne  was  one  of  the  most  in f luent ia l
D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  M u s c o v y  C o m p a n y .     H e  w a s  L o r d  M a y o r  o f  L on -
d o n  i n  1 5 5 2 ,  a n d  d i e d  i n  1 5 5 8 .   H i s  d a u g h t e r ,  A n n i e ,  m a r r i e d ,
f i r s t  A l e x a n d e r  C a r l e y l l ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  S i r  F r a n c i s  W a l s i n g h a m  ;
a n d  h i s  s o n ,  a l s o  S i r  G e o r g e  B a r n e ,  w a s  L o r d  M a y o r  i n  1 5 8 6 .
T h i s  i s  t h e  A l d e r m a n  B a r n e s  o f  D e e * s  d i a r y .   H e  d i e d  i n  1 5 9 2 ,
a n d  i s  t h e  a n c e s t o r  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  C o l o n e l  F .  S t .  J o h n  B a r n e ,
M . P . ,  o f  S o t t e r l e y  P a r k .  

   2   P r o b a b l y  T o w r s o n  o r  T o w e r s o n ,  a  n a m e  m u c h  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h
v o y a g e s  o f  d i s cove r y .    Mr .  Wi l l i am T o w r s o n ,  m e r c h a n t  o f  L o n d o n ,
m a d e  v o y a g e s  t o  G u i n e a  i n  1 55 5 ,  1 5 5 6 ,  a n d  1 5 5 7  ( H a k l u y t ' s
Pr in c i pa l  N av i ga t i on s ,  p p .  9 8  t o  1 2 9 ) .   G a b r i e l  T o w e r s o n  w a s  i n
t h e  I n d i a n  v o y a g e s  o f  C a p t a i n  S a r i s ,  a n d  w a s  a f t e r  w a r d s  p u t  t o  
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and Mr. Hudson1 about the N.W. passage.    March 17.
Mr.  John Davys  went  to  Chelsey  with Mr.  Adrian
Gilbert  to  Mr.  Radforth's ,  and so  the  18th day f rom
thence toward Devonshyre .”  

Although Dr.  Dee l ived for  many years  a f ter  the
a b o v e  e x t r a c t  f r o m  h i s  d i a r y  w a s  w r i t t en ,  a n d  c o n -  
t i n u e d  t o  m a k e  n o t e s  o f  im p o r t a n t  e v en t s  a s  t h e y
occurred,  and al though we have direct  ev idence that  
he  was  interested in  a l l  matters  connected  with the
discovery  of  a  North-west  Passage ,  we f ind no a l lu-
s ion in  his  journal  to  the despatch of  any  of  the  ex-
pedit ions  that  ensued,  or  any further  re ference made
to those who were  engaged in  them. 2 

His  name,  however ,  together  with that  of  Adrian
Gilbert  and John Davis ,  appears  in  a  memoria l  pre-
sented  to  Queen El izabeth,  an  abstract  of  which i s
g iven in  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers . 3 
d e a t h  b y  t h e  Du t c h  i n  t h e  m a s s a c r e  o f  A m b o y n a  i n  16 23 .    H e
m a r r i e d  t h e  w i d o w  o f  C a p t a i n  W .  Ha w k i n s .   ( S e e  Hawkin ’ s
Vo ya g e s ,  p .  x l v i . )
      1 T h i s  wa s  T h o m a s  H u d s o n ,  s o n  o f  He n r y  H u d s o n ,  o n e  o f  t h e
founders  of  the  Muscovy Company,  and probably  an  uncle  of  Henry
H ud s o n ,  t h e  n a v i g a t o r .    T h o m a s  H u d s o n  l i v e d  a t  M o r t l a k e ,  a n d
D r .  D e e  h a s  a n  e n t r y  on  F e b r u a r y  1 1 t h ,  1 5 8 3 ,  t h a t  t h e  Q u e e n
s t o p p e d  a t  h i s  d o o r ,  a n d   “ s o  I  w e n t  b y  h e r  h o r s e  s i d e  a s  f a r  a s
w h e r e  M r .  H u d s o n  d w e l t . ”   ( Diar y ,  p p .  1 8 ,  1 9 . )  
   2   T h i s  m a y  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  D r .  D e e  w a s
a b r o a d  f r o m  1 5 8 4  t o  1 5 8 9 .  
      3   D o m e s t i c .   E l i z a b e t h ,  A d d e n d a ,  I t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s : —  
   “ A d r i a n  G y l b e r t e ,  h a v i n g  h e r e t o f o r e  g r e a t l y  t r a v e l l e d ,  a n d  c on -
t i n u i n g  t o  h i s  g r e a t  c h a r g e s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  n o r t h e r l y
p a r t s  o f  A t l a n t i s ,  c a l l e d  N o v u s  O r b i s ,  n o t  i n h a b i t e d  o r  d i s c o v e r e d
b y  a n y  C h r i s t i a n s  h i t h e r t o ,  b u t  b y  h i m ,  r e q u e s t s  t h e  Q u e e n ' s
l i c e n c e  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  t o  b e  n a m e d  i n  a  s c h e d u l e ,  
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I n  t h e  s a m e  vo l u m e  t h e r e  i s  a n  ab s t r a c t  o f  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  L e t t e r s  P a t e n t  g r a n t e d  b y  t h e
Q u e e n ,  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  g i v e  in  a n  a p p e n d i x  i n
t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  a s  p r in t e d  b y  H a k l u y t .     O n e  a r t i c l e  
w a s  n o t  i n c lu d e d  in  t h e  p a t e n t ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e
names  of  Gilbert ' s  as soc iates  as  fo l lows :—“The sa id
A d r i a n  G i l b e r t ,  W a l t e r  R a y l e y ,  a n d  J o h n  D a v y s
t o  b e  c u s t o m  f r e e  f o r  t h e i r  p r o p e r  g o o d s  d u r in g  t h e
space  of  60 years ,  which they  sha l l  br ing from those
l ands  to  be  d i s cove red . ” 1 Here  the  n ame  o f  S i r
Wal t e r  Ra l e igh  i s  subs t i tu t ed  fo r  tha t  o f  Dr .  John
Dee .  

In  the  Le t t e r s  Pa t en t  a  r i gh t  o f  s ea rch  fo r  pa s s age s
by the  north,  north-eas t ,  and north-west  to  China i s
granted to  a  company,  pres ided over  by Mr.  Adr ian
G i l b e r t .    T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  g r a n t  o f  t h i s  c h a r t e r
w a s  t h e  d e s p a t c h  o f  t h e  t w o  v e s s e l s  S u n s h i n e  a n d  
w i t h  s h i p p i n g ,  m e n ,  a n d  a l l  n e c e s s a r i e s ,  t o  d e p a r t  t o  a n y  o f  t h e
n o r t h e r l y  p a r t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  E q u i n o c t i a l  L i n e  a n d  t h e  N o r t h
P o l e  ;  w i t h  l i b e r t y  t o  i n h a b i t  a n d  e n j o y  a l l  s u c h  p l a c e s  s o  d i s -
c o v e r e d .  A  f i f t h  p a r t  o f  a l l  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  p e a r l s ,  e t c . ,  t o  b e l o n g  t o
H e r  M a j e s t y .    C o m m o d i t i e s  f r o m  t h e n c e  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  L o n d o n
a n d  D a r t m o u t h .   T o  h o l d  a l l  t h o s e  n o r t h e r l y  p a r t s  t o  h i m ,  h i s
h e i r s  a n d  a s s i g n s  f o r  e v e r .   P o w e r  t o  c o n f i s c a t e  t h e  s h i p s  a n d
g o o d s  o f  o t h e r s  t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  t h o s e  p a r t s .     T o  s u e ,  i f  n e e d  b e ,
a n d  t o  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  ‘ T h e  C o l l e g i a t e  o f  t h e
F e l l o w s h i p  o f  n e w  N a v i g a t i o n s  A t l a n t i c a l  a n d  S e p t e n t r i o n a l ’ .
P o w e r  t o  m a k e  l a w s  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  n o t  b e i n g  c o n t r a r y  t o
t h o s e  i n  t h i s  r e a l m .   A d r i a n  G y l b e r t e ,  J o h n  D e e ,  a n d  J o h n
D a v i e s ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e  c h i e f e s t  t r a v e l l e r s  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h i s
n o r t h e r l y  v o y a g e ,  a n d  b e i n g  o f  t h a t  c o m p a n y ,  t o  b e  s p e c i a l l y
e x e m p t e d  f o r  e v e r  f r o m  p a y m e n t  o f  c u s t o m  o u t w a r d s  o r  i n -
w a r d s . ”  

  1  C a l e n d a r  o f  S t a t e  P a p e r s ,  D o m e s t i c ,  E l i s .  
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Moon sh in e ,  un de r  the  command  o f  J o h n  D av i s ,  in
1585 . 1 

The  expen s e s  o f  t h i s  voyage  we r e  de f r ayed  by
“d ive r s  wor sh ip fu l l  me r chan t s  o f  London  and  o f  the  
w e s t  coun t ry” .    The  fo rmer  wer e  r ep re s en t ed  b y
M r .  Wi l l i am  San de r son ,  who ,  we  a r e  t o l d ,  “wa s  s o  
foreward there in  that ,  bes ides  his  t ravai l ,  which was
n o t  s m a l l ,  h e  b e c a m e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  adv e n t u r e r  w i t h
h i s  pur s e . ”    Mr .  Sander son  was  an  impor t an t  per son
in  a l l  t h a t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  v o y a g e s  o f  D a v i s ,
which he s teadi ly  and munif icent ly  supported ;  and
he was ,  moreover ,  a  patron of  geographica l  know-
ledge,  as  wel l  as  an  inf luent ia l  merchant . 2   Some
account  of  him is  therefore  necessary  in  a  l i fe  of  h is
f r iend,  John Davis  the  navigator .  

Mr. Sanderson's great grandfather, Richard Sander-
son, was living at Pontefract in Yorkshire, in 1480.
Richard's  son Stephen removed to  London in  1495,
and marr ied Al ice ,  the  heires s  of  Henry Skime,  a l ias
Cast i l ion,  descended from a Gascon o f  that  name
who had a  coat  of  arms resembl ing those  of  Cast i l l e ,
d o u b t l e s s  a  c a n t in g  s h i e l d .    S t e p h en  h ad  b r o t he r s  
    1  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  i n  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  C h a r t e r ,  t h e  
i n s t r uc t i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  o f f e n d e r s .   T h e  p o w e r  
o f  i n f l i c t i n g  o r  a w a r d i n g  p u n i s h m e n t s  w a s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n ,  v e s t e d
n o t  s o l e l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  c om m a n d e r ,  b u t  i n  t h o s e  o f  a
t r i b u n a l  c om p o s e d  o f  t w e l v e  o f  t h e  co m p a n y  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  l e a d e r
— i n  o t h e r  w or d s ,  a  C ou r t  M a r t i a l . — S e e  A p p e n d i x .  
    2   H a k l u y t  i n s e r t s  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  H e n r y  L a n e  t o  t h e  w o r s h i p -  
f u l  M .  W i l l i a m  S a n d e r s o n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a  b r i e f  d i s c o u r s e  o f  t h a t
w h i c h  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  d i s c o v e r y  f o r  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t h i r t y
y e a r s — 1 5 5 3 - 1 5 8 3 .   T h i s  l e t t e r  w a s  p r e p a r e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  M r .
S a n d e r s o n . —  H a k l u y t  ( 2 n d  e d i t i o n ) ,  i ,  p p .  5 2 3  t o  6 2 6 .
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se t t led in  Scarborough and Newcast le-on-Tyne.     His
son Wil l iam Sanderson was  a  merchant  o f  London,
who l ived to  the  age  of  86,  dying in  1570.   He
marr ied Jane,  he ires s  of  T.  Wal l  of  London,  by Al ice
Langston,  another  heiress ,  and had severa l  chi ldren.
The e ldest  was  Wil l iam Sanderson, 1 the munif icent
m e r c h a n t  a d v e n t u r e r  a n d  f r i e n d  o f  D av i s ,  a  c i t i z e n
o f  L o n d o n ,  o f  t h e  F i s h m o n g e r s '  C o m p a n y .  H e
m a r r i e d  M a r g a r e t ,  d au g h t e r  o f  H u g h  Sn e d a l e  o f
C o r n w a l l ,  b y  a  s i s t e r  o f  S i r  Wa l t e r  R a l e i g h ,  a n d  had
numerous children:—Raleigh, Cavendish, Drake,
Wi l l i am ,  Thomas ,  Hugh ,  An thon y ,  an d  J an e ,  w i f e
o f  M r .  Wol l e y  o f  t he  P r i vy  Chamber . 2     He  bo re  h i s
own  a rms  (pa l y  o f  s i x  azur e  an d  a r g e n t  on  a  b en d
sable,  three mullets  or)  quarter ly  with Skirne,  Wall ,
and Langston,  as  depicted on the famous globe of
Emery Molyneux.  

T h e r e  i s  a  m e m o i r  o f  W i l l i a m  S a n de r s o n  a m o n g
the Harleian MSS. ,  which I  insert  in the accompany- 
ing foot  note. 3   I t  appears  to have been writ ten by a
f r i e n d  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  C h a r l e s  I ,  i n  a n s w e r  t o  s o m e  
      1   Will iam Sanderson had brothers and sisters.  S t ephen  Sande r son ,
h i s  n ex t  b ro the r ,  h ad  two  daugh t e r s :— Magda l en ,  ma r r i ed  to
George  Chambe r s ,  a  me r chan t  adven tu r e r ,  who  d i ed  in  1621  ;  and
J a n e ,  m a r r i e d  t o  J .  P u n t  o f  M a n n i n g t r e e .    T h e  o t h e r  b r o t h e r s
w e r e  M i c h a e l  a n d  T h o m a s .  T h e  s i s t e r s  w e r e  J a n e ,  m a r r i e d  t o
E d w a r d s  ;  a n d  M a g d a l e n ,  w i f e  o f  J o h n  A r c h e r ,  a  m e r c h a n t  o f
L o n d o n . 
     2  T h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  W i l l i a m  S a n d e r s o n  i s  f r o m  t h e
V i n c e n t  M S S . ,  1 1 9 ,  p .  2 9 2 ,  i n  t h e  H e r a l d s '  C o l l e g e .  
   3   T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  W i l l i a m  S a n d e r s o n  i s  e x t r a c t e d
f r o m  t h e  H a r l e i a n  M S S .  5 2 0 8 ,  f o l .  5 0 5 2  ( n e w  f o l . ,  2 9 ,  3 0 ) : —
     “ W i l l i a m  S a n d e r s o n ,  a l s  S a n d e r z o n ,  b o r n e  a  g e n t ,  b r e d  a  M e r -  
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a t t a c k ,  a n d  s ho w s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  i t  w a s  a
m e r c h a n t  o f  L o n d o n  o f  g r e a t  w e a l t h  a n d  h i g h  p o s i -  
c h a n t  A d v e n t u r e r  u n d e r  t h e  wo r t h y  T h om a s  A l l i n ,  E s q u i r e ,  M e r -  
c h a n t  u n t o  Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  f o r  h e r  M a r i n e  c a u s e s  ;   a s  w a s
S y r  T h o m a s  G r e s h a m ,  K t . ,  h e r  M e r c h a n t  f o r  h e r  M i l i t a r y
c a u s e s ;  w h i c h  s a i d  S a n d e r s o n  w a s  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  s a i d
M a i s t e r ,  i n  D e n m a r k e ,  S w i t h l a n d ,  a n d  P o l a n d .    A n d  i n  F r a u n c e ,
G e r m a n y ,  a n d  N e t h e r l a n d s  i n  t r a v a i l e  a n d  t r a d e  t h e r e  a n d  e l s e -
w h e r e  m a n y  y e a r e s .   A n d  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  h i s  m a s t e r ' s  o f f i c e  a n d
s e r v i c e  f o r  h i m  w a s  w e l l  k n o w n e  i n  C o u r t  i n  t h e  d a y e s  o f  t h e
D u k e  o f  N o r f f o l k ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  L o r d  B u r -
l e i g h  a n d  L e i c e s t e r .     A n d  i n  t h a t  t y m e  m a r r y i n g  w i t h  S i r  W a l t e r
R a l e i g h  h i s  n i e c e  ( b e i n g  h i s  s i s t e r ' s  d a u g h t e r )  d i d — m a n n a g e  h i s
a f f a i r e s  a l l  t h e  t y m e  o f  h i s  p r o s p e r i t y ;  a n d  d i d  ( a t  s e v e r a l l  4  
t y m e s )  s t a n d  b o u n d  f o r  t h e  s a i d  S i r  W a l t e r  R a l e i g h  f o r  m o r e
t h e n  a  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s  s t e r l i n g  ;  a n d  a l s o  f o r  m e e r e
d e b t  m o r e  t h a n  s i x t e e n e  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s  a t  o n e  t y m e ,  t a k e n  u p
i n  L o n d o n ,  m o s t  p a r t  t h e r e o f  a t  u s u r y  u p o n  h i s  o w n e  b o n d s ,  s u c h
w a s  h i s  c r e d i t e  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  a s  t h e r e  c a n  b e
m a d e  g o o d  p r o o f e  t h e r e o f .  

“Hee  inv en ted ,  made ,  p r in t ed ,  and  pub l i sh e d  t h e  g r e a t  Sphea r e s  
a n d  G l o b e s ,  b o t h  C e l l e s t i a l l  a n d  T e r r e s t r i a l l ,  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s o e
publ i shed in  Chr i s tendome,  for  the  honour of  h i s  countr ie ,  and good
of  the  Schol le r s ,  Gentrys ,  and Marr iners  of  the  same.  

“ H e e  s e n t  s e v e r a l l  v o y a g e s  t o  s e a r c h  a bo u t  t h e  N or t h - w e s t
P a s s a g e  u n t o  C h y n a ,  M o l u c c a ,  P h i l l i p i n a ,  a n d  J a p a n  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
S e a .  

“ A n d  a l s o  s e v e r a l l  A d v e n t u r e s  un to  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  S i r  W a l t e r
R a l e i g h  a t  t h e  f i r s t  d i s c o v e r y  t h e r o f  :  a l l  u n t o  h i s  o w n e  v e r y
g r e a t  c o s t  a n d  c h a r g e  o f  s o m e  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s  s t a r l i n g .  

“ A n d  a l s o  h e e  w a s  b y  t h e  Q u e e n e s  M a j e s t i c  s p e c i a l l  a p p o i n t -
m e n t  p u t  i n  G r e a t  T r u s t  i n  t h e  B u s i n e s s e  o f  b o t h  t h e  C a r r i c k ' s
g o o d s  t h a t  c a m e  t o  L o n d o n  i n t o  L e a d e n  H a l l  b o t h  b e f o r e  a n d  a t
h i s  M a j e s t i e ' s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  C r o w n e  o f  E n g l a n d .  

“ A n d  a l s o  h e  d i d  b r i n g  u n t o  t h e  Q u e e n e s  M a j e s t i c  i n  y e  l a t t e r
d a y e s  o f  h e r  R a y n e  a  P r e s e n t ,  o r  P r o j e c t ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e  l a t e  K i n g ' s  
M a j e s t i c  h a t h  r e c e i v e d  i n t o  h i s  C o f f e r s  m o r e  t h a n   £ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  s t e r -

l i n g .     A n d  n e v e r  a s  y e t  a s k i n g  a n y  o n e  p e n n y  i n  r e c o m p e n s e  ( f o r  
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t i o n .   M r .  S a n d e r s o n ' s  n a m e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  o l d e s t
b o o k  o f  t h e  F i s h m o n g e r s '  C o m p a n y ,  d a t e d  1 6 1 0 ,  
t h a t  h i s  s e r v i c e  d o n e )  o f  h e r  n o r  h i s  l a t e  M a j i s t i e ,  n e i t h e r  w i l l  h e
e v e r  d o e  ( a s  h e  i n t e n d s )  u n t i l l  h e  h a t h  d o n e  h i s  M a j i s t i e  t w i c e
b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  t h a n  t h a t  w a s ,  w h i c h  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e t h  a n d  b r i n g e t h
u n t o  h i s  M a j i s t i e  a  y e a r l y  r e v e n u e  o f  m a n y  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s
s t o c k .  

“ A n d  l a t e l y  i t  p l e a s e d  h i s  l a t e  M a j e s t i c  t o  c o m a n d  h i m ,  w i t h
o t h e r s ,  t o  m a k e  a  R e m o n s t r a n c e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  E x c h a n g e  w i t h  
t h e  a u n c i e n t  u s e ,  m o d e r n e  a b u s e ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o n c e i v e d  r e m e d y e s ,
t o  b e  d e l i v e r e d  t o  h i s  M a j i s t y  i n  w r i t i n g  w i t h  a l l  c o n v e n i e n t
s p e e d e ,  w h i c h  w a s  p ’ f o r m e d  a c c o r d i n g l y  b y  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  s o e
c o m a n d e d .  

“ T h e  L o r d  V i s c o u n t  M a n d e v i l l e .  
“ S i r  R o b e r t  C o t t o n ,  K n i g h t  a n d  B a r o n e t .  
“ S i r  R a l p h  M a d i s s o n ,  K n i g h t  
“ M r .  W i l l i a m s ,  h i s  M a j i s t i e s  G o l d s m i t h .  
“ W m .  S a n d e r s o n ,  M e r c h a n t  A d v e n t u r e r .  
“ G a r r i t  M a l e r i e s ,  M e r c h a n t  S t r a n g e r .  

“ I t  i s  w i t h  h i s  M a j i s t i e s  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  b u s i n e s  b e e  c o n -
s i d e r e d  o f  a n d  r e p o r t e d  t o  h i m  ;  t h e r e fo r e  l e t  t h o s e  h a v e  n o t i c e  t o  
b e e  w i t h  m e e  a  W e d n e s d a y  a t  t w o  o f  t h e  c l o c k e ,  v i i i i t h  A p r i l
1 6 2 2 .     H .  M a n d e v i l l e .  

“ A l l  t h e s e  a f o r e s a i d  a r e  t r u e  r e p o r t s  a n d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  b e  
p r o v e d  s o e ,  a g a i n s t  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  m a d e  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  b y  E n v y ,
M a l i c e ,  o r  I g n o r a n c e ,  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  a l l  W i s d o m ,  V e r t u e ,  a n d  
V e r i t y .  

“ A n d ,  l a s t l y ,  n o w  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e  h a t h  p r e s e n t e d  u n t o  h i s
M a j i s t i e ,  N o b i l i t y ,  a n d  M a g i s t r a c y ,  w i t h  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  P r i v y
C o u n c e l l ,  a  M a n u s c r i p t  a n d  T r a t i s e  o f  E x c h a n g e  a n d  R o y a l l  E x -  
c h a n g e r s *  i n  h i s  E m i n e n t  p l a c e  o f  d i g n i t y ,  t h e  w h i c h  t h o s e  s a i d  
l a s t  t h r e e  U n c r e a t e d  E v i l l s  d o e  i m p u d e n t l y  o p p o s e  a n d  m a l i g n e  
w i t h  m a n y  a s s e r t i o n s  a n d  d i s g r a c e s ,  wh i c h  c a u s e d  t h e s e  p r e m i s s e s  
t o  b e e  w r i t t e n  b y  a  f f r i e n d . ”

    *    “ A n d  G o d  s a w  a l l  y t  h e  m a d e ,  a n d  l o ,  i t  w a s  v e r y  g o o d . ” —  
G e n e s i s  i ,  3 5 .  
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a n d  in  s e v e r a l  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s ,  a n d  h e  a p p ea r s  t o
h a v e  d i e d  i n  e x t r e m e  o l d  a g e  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 6 3 8 . 1  

Mr.  Wil l iam Sanderson took the lead in  further ing
the despatch of  an  expedit ion,  among the merchants
of  London.   The west  countrymen were represented
in  the undertaking by Mr.  Adrian Gilbert ,  the  whole
project  be ing under  the  patronage of  S i r  Francis
Wals ingham,  Secretary  of  the  most  honourable  Pr ivy
Counci l  

W e  a r e  t o l d  b y  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  v o y a g e  t h a t
“ t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
t h e  c a r e  o f  M r .  W i l l i a m  S an d e r s o n ” ,  a n d  t h a t  “ h e e
c o m m e n de d  u n t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  o n e  M r .  
J o hn  D a v i s ,  a  m a n  v e r y  w e l l  g r o u n d e d  in  t h e
pr inc ip les  of  the  ar te  of  navigat ion,  for  captaine and 
chief  pi lot  of  th is  exployt” .     Davis  must ,  therefore ,
a t  th is  t ime have been an exper ienced mariner ,  and
one who had doubt les s  made many voyages .  

The r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  e n t r i e s ,  wh ich  r e f e r
t o  t h e  a r c t i c  v o ya g e s  o f  D a v i s  i n  t h e  m in u t e  b o o k  
o f  the  E l i z abe than  gu i ld  o f  the  c i t y  o f  Exe t e r . 2    The
fo l low ing  minute  was  r ecorded  a t  a  cour t  o f  tha t
Corpora t ion ,  he ld  on  J anuary  6 ,  1585  :— 
  1 I  a m  i n d e b t e d  f o r  t h e  a b o v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  o b l i g i n g
k i n d n e s s  o f  M r .  W .  B .  T o w s e ,  t h e  C l e r k  o f  t h e  F i s h m o n g e r s ’
C o m p a n y .    Mr .  To w s e  o b s e r v e s  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  W .  S a n d e r -
s o n ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 6 3 8 ,  h e  t h e n  o w e d  th e  Com p a n y  1 6  y e a r s '  q u a r -
t e r a g e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  i s  i n f e r r e d  t h a t ,  b e i n g  a n  o l d  m a n ,  h e  w a s
u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  th e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d ,
o r  s i n c e  1 6 2 2 .  
    2   F r o m  t h e  w o r k  o f  M r .  W i l l i a m  C ot ton ,  A n  E l i z a b e t h a n  G u i l d
o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  E x e t e r .
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“At this  Courte  there  were  certa ine  Art ic les  brought  in
by o '  deput ie ,  which were  de l ivered to  me by Mr.  Carewe
Rawleigh,1 touchinge a pretended voyage to Wyngandacoia,
and a noate of the marchantable and other comodities there
founde, which being published and reade, o’ deputie did
moue the Companie to be venturers that waie.    Whereunto
the Companie did answere that forasmoche as they were
adventurers already with Mr. Adrian Gilberte in a voiage
unto China they will not adventure anie more in anie suche
voiages untill they see that voiage ended or some successe
thereof.” 

This  voyage to  China was  of  course  the one about
to  set  forth under  the  command of  Davis .    The pre-
t ended voyage re ferred to  in  the  above minute was
one that  was  being  f i t ted out  by Sir  Walter  Rale igh,
and which sa i led from Plymouth short ly  a f terwards .  
I t  had for  i t s  object  the  colonisat ion of  Virgin ia ,  but
resu lted in  fa i lure .    The Exeter  merchants  were  too
wary to  be  tempted into embarking  their  weal th in
two expedit ions ,  both so  hazardous  and involv ing
great  r i sk .  

The account  of  Davis ’ s  f i r s t  voyage i s  writ ten  by
one John Jane or  Janes ,  a  merchant  who accompanied
the expedit ion,  and who appears  to  have per formed
the dut ies  of  c lerk,  supercargo,  or  secretary ,  on board
D a v i s ' s  s h ip ,  t h e  Sun sh in e .    He  w a s  a l s o  a  n e p h ew
of Mr.  Will iam Sanderson,  a lready al luded to as  one
of the chief  promoters  of the enterprise . 2 

D a v i s  a t  t h i s  t im e  w a s  n o t  o n l y  a  s a i l o r ,  b u t  also 
       1  The e lder  brother  of  Sir  Walter Rale igh.  
       2  A t  l e a s t  h e  s p e a k s  o f  S a n d e r s o n  a s  h i s  u n c l e  ( s e e  p .  4 0 ) ,  b u t
t h e  n a m e  o f  J a n e s  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  S a n d e r s o n  p e d i g r e e  a t  t h e
H e r a l d ' s  C o l l e g e .      I n  t h e  C o r n w a l l  V i s i t a t i o n  o f  1 6 2 0 ,  a  J o h n  
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a  s u r v e y o r ,  f o r  w e  f in d  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  t w e l v e  days
t h a t  h i s  v e s s e l s  w e r e  d e l a y e d  b y  s t r e s s  o f  w e a t h e r  
at  the  Sc i l ly  I s lands  he  v i s i ted in  a  boat  the  numerous
is lands  that  compose this  group,  and “did p lat te  out
and descr ibe  the s i tuat ion o f  a l l  the  I lands ,  rockes ,
and harboroughs  to  the  exact  use  of  Navigat ion,  with
lynes  and sca le  thereunto convenient .”  

After  leaving the Sc i l ly  I s lands ,  land was  not  again
s ighted unt i l  the  20th of  Ju ly ,  1585,  which,  as  Jane
says ,  “was  the  most  deformed,  rocky,  and mountain-
ous  land that  ever  wee sawe.”  

Davis  h imsel f  wr i tes  :  “The lothsome view of  the
shore  and i rksome noyse of  the  yce  was  such as  that  i t
bred s t range conceites  among us ,  so  that  we sup-
posed  the  place  to be  wast ,  and voyd of  any sens ib le
or  vegitable  creatures ,  whereupon I  ca l led the  same
Desolat ion.”  1 

This  must  not  be  confounded with Cape Deso la -
t i o n  o n  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  o f  G r e e n l a n d ,  w h i c h  w a s
n o t  p a s s ed  u n t i l  t h e  2 4 t h .    I n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e
l a n d  f i r s t  s e e n  b y  D a v i s  w a s  t o  t h e  n o r t h w a r d  o f
C a p e  D i s c o r d ,  o n  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  G r e e n l a n d ,  f o r
a f t e r  s i g h t in g  i t  h e  c o a s t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  t o  t h e  
s o u t h w a rd  f o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  t h e
wes t - sou th-wes t .    Coas t ing  to  the  nor th ,  he  e n t e r e d  
and named Gilbert ’ s  Sound,  in  lat .  64 deg.  15 min. ;
then,  cross ing the  s t ra i t ,  which bears  h is  name,  he
s ighted land on the west  s ide ,  a long which he sa i l ed 
Jane  of  St .  Dominick ,  in  Cornwal l ,  i s  mentioned as  marry ing
El izabeth ,  daughter  of   Edward Scawen,  who died in  1598.  

   1 See  page  206.  
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as  far  north as  la t .  66 deg.  40 min. ,  naming the
dif ferent  p laces  of  prominence as  he  went  a long af ter  
o ld f r iends ,  and old famil iar  haunts .   Thus  we have
Mount  Rale igh,  Cape Wals ingham,  Gilbert  Sound,
Totnes  Road,  and Exeter  Sound.  

After  explor ing some dis tance up Cumber land
Gulf ,  where  they “sawe many fayre  sounds ,  whereby 
we were  persuaded that  i t  was  no f i rme l and,  but
is lands”,  the  season being far  advanced,  i t  was  re-
so lved to  return to  England,  having  f i r s t  of  a l l
thought  what  was  bes t  for  the  “safeguarde  of  their  
c redites  and sat is fy ing of  the  adventurers” ;  and they
arr ived at  Dartmouth on the 30th of  September .  

O n  h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h i s  v o y a g e  D a v i s  w r o t e  a
l e t t e r  1   “ T o  t h e  R i g h t  Ho n o r a b l e  S r  F f r a n c e s  Wa l -  
s i n g h am ,  K n ig h t ,  o n e  o f  h e r  M a t y ’ s  m o s t  h o n o r a b l e
P r y v y  C o u n s y l e , ”  w h i c h  r u n s  a s  f o l l o w s  : —  

“ R i g h t  h o n o r a b l e  m o s t  d u t y f u l l y  c r a v i n g  p a r d o n  f o r  t h i s
m y  r a s h e  b o l d n e s ,  I  a m  h e r b y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  m y  d u t y ,  t o
s i g n y f y  v n t o  y o r  h o n o r  t h a t  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  p a s s a g e  i s  a
m a t t e r  n o t h i n g  d o u b t f u l ,  b u t  a t  a n y  t y m e  a l m o s t  t o  b e
p a s s e d ,  t h e  s e a  n a v i g a b l e ,  v o y d  o f  y s e ,  t h e  a y r e  t o l l e r a b l e ,
a n d  t h e  w a t e r s  v e r y  d e p e .   I  h a v e  a l s o  f o u n d  a n  y l e  o f  v e r y
g r a t e  q u a n t y t i e ,  n o t  i n  a n y  g l o b e  o r  m a p  d y s c r y b e d ,  y e l d i n g
s u f f i c i e n t  t r a d e  o f  f u r r e  a n d  l e t h e r ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h i s
p a s s a g e  h a t h  b i n e  s u p p o s e d  v e r y  i m p a s s i b l e ,  y e a t  t h r o u g h
G o d s  m e r c y ,  I  a m  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  a n n  e y  w y t t n e s  t o  t h e  c o n -
t r a r y ,  y e a  i n  t h i s  m o s t  d e s p e r a t e  c l y m a t e  ;  w h i c h ,  b y
G o d s  h e l p ,  I  w y l l  v e r y  s h o r t l y  m o s t  a t  l a r g e  r e v e l e  v n t o
y o r  h o n o r  s o  s o n e  a s  I  c a n  p o s s i b l e  t a k e  o r d e r  f o r  m y  m a r y -
n e r s  a n d  s h i p p i n g .     T h u s  d e p e n d i n g  u p n  y o r  h o n o r s  g o o d  

    1    I n  t h e  L a n s d o w n e  M S S . ,  x l v i ,  f o l .  4 1 .  
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f a v o r ,  I  m o s t  h u m b l y  c o m y t t  y o u  t o  G o d  t h i s  t h i r d  o f  O c -
t o b e r .  

     “ Y o r  h o n o r s  f o r  e v e r  m o s t  d u t y f u l l ,  
       “ J O H N  D A V Y S .  

“ 3   0 c t .  1 5 8 5 ,  
   “  J o h n  D a v y  t o  M r .  S e c .  W a l s i n g h a m . ”

This  le t ter ,  a  facs imile  of  which i s  produced as  a
f ront isp iece  to  the  present  work,  was  wri t ten three  
days  a f ter  Davis  s  re turn to  England.    I t  wi l l  thus  be
seen that  the  energet ic  explorer  set  to  work a lmost
immediate ly  on his  arr iva l  to  induce people  to  jo in
with him in  f i t t ing out  another  expedit ion for  the
d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  N o r t h -W e s t  P a s s a g e .    S o  w e l l  d id
he succeed,  that  in  s ix  months '  t ime he had obta ined
a cons iderable  sum of  money ,  bes ides  the  requis i te
number  of  ships ,  to  enable  him with a  greater  chance
of  success  to  carry  out  his  enterpr ise

The merchants  of  the  west  country  appear  in  this
ins tance to  have been the larges t  contr ibutors  to  the  
venture ,  bes ides  be ing the owners  of  the  vesse l s ,  for ,
quoting from Mr.  Cotton's  work, 1 previously referred 
to ,  we read the fo l lowing entry  in  the  minute  book of
the Exeter  Gui ld :— 
    “ 1 9 t h  A p r i l  1 5 8 6 . —  H e r e  f f o l l o w e t h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h o s e
p e r s o n s  t h a t  d i d  a d v e n t u r e  t h e i r  m o n e y  w i t h  M r .  A d r i a n
G i l b t e  a n d  M r .  J o h n  D a v i e s  i n  a  V o i a g e  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f
C h i n a ,  t h e  s i v e n t h  d a i e  o f  A p r i l l ,  i n  t h e  x x v i i j  y e a r e  o f  t h e
r a y n e  o f  o r  s o v e r a y n e  L a d i e  E l i z a b e t h .  

  “  The merchants  of  Exeter  contr ibuted  - - £475 0  
” ” Totnes    ”  - -   375 0
” ” Totnes    ”  - -  162 10
” ” Totnes    ”  - -    25 0

   1 An El izabe than Gui ld  o f  the  Ci ty  o f  Exe ter .  
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  “  The merchants  of  Charde  contr ibuted  - -      37  0   
” ” Tiver ton   ”  - -      25  0

Richard,  Ducke  of  Hevi t ree   ”  - -     12 10
Symon Saunders  of  Taunton   ”  - -     12 10

 John Yonge  of  Axminster    ”  - -     25   0
Thomas  Southcott  of  Ca lver ley  ”  - -    12  10
Chri s topher  Broder idge  of  Totnes   ”  - -    12  10

   £1175  0 .”                 

I t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  f o r  t h i s  v o y age  t h e  m e r c h an t s
o f  Devonsh i r e  con t r ibu t ed  a  ve ry  much  l a rge r  sha re  
than those of London, in addition to which, according
to Mr. Cotton, the following merchants of Exeter
owned the ships , 1 which we f ind were  the  Mermmayde
of  120 “tunnes”,  the  Sunneshine ,  o f  60,  and the
Mooneshine ,  o f  35,  with “a  pynace  of  10 tunnes ,
named the North Starre” :— 

Mr. John Peryam,  
  “  John Applyn,  
  ”  Richard Dorches ter ,  
  ”  Richard Jurden,  
  ”  Wi l l iam Easton.*  

The l i t t le  squadron sa i led f rom Dartmouth on the
7 t h  o f  M a y ,  1 5 8 6 ,  b u t  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  s i x t i e t h
para l l e l  o f  l a t i tude  Dav i s  d iv ided  h i s  f l e e t ,  s end ing
a  couple  of  the ships  under  Capt .  Pope to  explore  on 
   1   I  a m  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  i n a c c u r a t e  ;  f o r  
Dav i s ,  i n  h i s  "  Wor lde ’ s  Hydrog raph i c a l l  D e s c r i p t ion" ,  e xp r e s s l y  
t e l l s  u s  th a t  th e  Moone sh ine  wa s  owned  by  Mr .  Wi l l i am Sande r son .  
T h e  M e r m a i d  a n d  S u n s h i n e  w e r e  p e r h a p s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e
Exeter  merchants .
    2   W i l l i a m  E s t o n  w a s  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  S u n s h i n e  i n  D a v i s ’ s  f i r s t  e x -  
p e d i t i o n ,  a n d  s a i l e d  w i t h  h i m  a l s o  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o n e .  
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t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  G r e e n l a n d ,  w h i l e  h e  h im s e l f ,  w i t h
t h e  Merm a id  a n d  Moon sh in e ,  p r o c e e d e d  u p  D a v i s
Stra i t .    After  s ight ing Cape Farewel l ,  Davis  reached
the harbour ,  on the west  coast  of  Greenland,  which
he had d iscovered the previous  year ,  and ca l led
Gilbert  Sound.   Here  a  p innace,  which had been
conveyed across  the  At lant ic  on board the Mermayde ,
was  hois ted out  and equipped,  a  smal l  vesse l  be ing
cons idered necessary  for  the  explorat ion of  the
v a r i o u s  s o u n d s  a n d  b ay s  i t  w a s  t ho u g h t  p r o b a b l e
t h e y  w o u l d  d i s c o ve r .  

At  this  p lace  they met  a  great  number  of  nat ives ,
with whom they had f r iendly  intercourse .   Davis ,
who i s  h imsel f  the  his tor ian of  this  voyage,  says  that
as  many as  a  hundred canoes  or  kayaks  would come
off  to  the  ship at  one t ime.    We cannot  he lp  being
st ruck at  the  innocent  and unsuspect ing nature  o f
these  Eskimos,  who for  the  f i r s t  t ime came into
contact  with Europeans ,  and with the fr iendly fee l ing
t h e y  d i s p l a y e d .   W e  r e a d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  “ v e r y
d i l i g e n t  t o  a t t e n d  u s ,  a n d  t o  h e l p e  u s  u p  t h e  r o c k s ,
a n d  l i k e w i s e  do w n e .    A t  l e n g t h  I  w a s  d e s i r o u s  t o
h a v e  o u r  m e n  l e a p e  w i t h  t h e m ,  w h i c h  w a s  do n e  ;
bu t  our  men  d id  ove r l eape  them.    F rom l eap ing  they
went  t o  wre s t l ing .  We found  them s t rong  and
n imble ,  and  to  have  sk i l l  in  wre s t l ing ,  fo r  they  c a s t
some  o f  our  men  tha t  were  good  wre s t l e r s . ”    These
na t ive s ,  in  sp i t e  o f  the  f r i endsh ip  tha t  appeared  to
an imate  them,  cou ld  not  d ive s t  themse lve s  en t i r e l y
o f  the i r  th i ev i sh  p ropens i t i e s ,  wh ich  a t  l a s t  r eached
s u c h  a  h e i g h t  a s  n e a r l y  t o  c a u s e  a  r u p t u r e  o f  t h e  
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f r i end ly  un ion  tha t  ex i s t ed  be tween  them and  the
Eng l i sh .   When  he  depar t ed ,  Dav i s  commi t t ed  an
un ju s t i f i ab l e  ac t  in  k idnapp ing  one  o f  the  Esk imos .
It  may be presumed that  the poor fe l low did not  long
survive his  capt ivity,  for  in a marginal  note to the
narrat ive,  inserted either by Hakluyt  or by Davis
himself ,  we read :   “One of  the nat ives  taken,  which
a f t e rwa rds  d ied . ”   An  in te r e s t ing  d i s cove ry  was
made  dur ing  the  s t ay  o f  the  sh ip s  in  Gi lbe r t  Sound,
n a m e l y ,  a  g r a v e  o v e r  w h i c h  a  c r o s s  h a d  b e e n  l a i d .  
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  s p o t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  r e s t i n g
p lace  o f  some  o f  the  o ld  Norman  co lon i s t s  o f  South
Green lan d ,  those  s e t t l e r s  in  the  Eas t  and  Wes t
Bygd,  whose  f a t e ,  t o  th i s  day ,  i s  invo lved  in
mys t e ry .  

In  consequence  o f  some o f  the  men  g rowing  s i ck
and  f eeb l e ,  and ,  a s  Dav i s  expre s s e s  i t ,  “w i tha l  hope-
l e s s e  o f  good  succe s s e” ,  he  de t e rmined  to  s end  the
Merm a id  home ,  wh i l e  h e ,  in  the  Moon sh in e ,  wou ld
“p roc eed  in  th i s  a c t ion  a s  God  shou ld  d i r e c t  me” .
An chor in g  in  a  l a r g e  f i o rd  nea r  o ld  Sukke r toppen ,
on  the  coa s t  o f  Green l an d ,  h i s  sh ip  wa s  r e v i c tua l l ed
f rom the  Merm aid ,  wh i ch  sho r t l y  a f t e r  s a i l ed  f o r
En g l an d ,  whe r e  she  a r r i v ed  s a f e l y  in  due  cou r s e .
Dav i s  s a i l ed  t o  the  we s twa rd ,  an d  made  the  l and  on
the  oppo s i t e  s id e  o f  th e  s t r a i t ,  n ea r  Exe t e r  Soun d  ;
but ,  cur ious ly  enough,  he  fa i l s  to  recognise  that  this
was  the  land he had discovered dur ing his  previous
voyage,  or ,  i f  he does ,  he  makes  no ment ion of  the
fact .    Sai l ing to  the  south-west ,  he  s ighted “a  fayre
p r o m o n t o r y  i n  6 5  d e g r e e s ,  h a v i n g  n o  l a n d  t o  t h e  
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south”.    This  could be no other  than the headland
c a l l e d  b y  h im  in  t h e  p r e c e d in g  y e a r  t h e  C a p e  o f
God’s  Mercy.    He cont inues ,   “  Heere  we  had great
hope of  a  through passage,” meaning the North-West
Passage,  the “hope” being,  without  doubt,  Cumber-
land Gulf ,  up which he had sai led the previous year,
yet  he makes no mention of  having been here before,
nor  doe s  he  a t t empt  to  s ea rch  fo r  “ the  pas s age”  up
th i s  gu l f ,  bu t ,  con t inu ing  h i s  cour s e  t o  the  sou th-
ward ,  he  l anded  on  some  o f  the  numerous  i s l ands  on
the  nor th  s ide  o f  Frob i she r  Bay .   He  then  s a i l ed
southwards ,  pass ing the  entrance into Hudson Strait ,
but  without  observing i t ,  and sa i led a long the coast
of  Labrador .   Here  they succeeded in  catching an
immense number  of  cod, 1 great  quant i t ies  of  which
they sa l t ed ,  and took home to  England.    Some were
sent  a s  a  sample  to the Lord High Treasurer .   They
arr ived in  the  beginning of  October ,  f inding that  the
Sunneshine ,  which vesse l  Davis  had sent  to  explore
a long the eas t  coas t  of  Greenland,  had arr ived some
few days  before  them ;  but  the  unfortunate  l i t t le
pinnace,  the  North Starre ,  which had been placed
under  the  order s  of  the  capta in  of  the  Sunneshine ,  
h a d  b e e n  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  i n  a  g r e a t  s t o r m  o n  t h e
n i gh t  o f  t h e  3 r d  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d  w a s  n e v e r  s e e n
a g a in .  

Davis ,  in  his  let ter  to  Mr.  Sanderson report ing his
arr iva l  in  England,  s tates  that  the  Sunne shine ,  a f ter
going to  Ice land,  had been to  Greenland,  and thence 
   1  Be ing unprov ided with  f i sh ing tackle  of  any descr ipt ion,  hooks
were  made f rom long sp ike  na i l s .  
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to  Estot i land,  which was  the  name then given to
L a b r a d o r .   B u t  a f t e r  a  v e r y  c a r e f u l  p e r u s a l  o f  M r .
M o r g a n ' s  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  c r u i s e  o f  t h e  Sunn e -
s h in e ,  I  c annot  bu t  th ink  tha t  Dav i s  mus t  have  been
labour ing  under  some  e r ro r  when  he  made  the  s t a t e -
ment  ;  fo r  in  Morgan ' s  account  i t  i s  ve ry  c l ea r l y  r e -
corded that after leaving Iceland they sighted G r e e n -
l a n d ,  a n d ,  s a i l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  o f  D e s o l a t i o n , 
eventual ly  anchored in  Gilbert  Sound.   Here they
remained until  they took their final departure for
England.  Had they crossed Davis Strait  and reached
Labrador,  some mention of it  would assuredly have
been  made .    The r e  i s  an o the r  po in t  on  wh ich  I  c a n -
n o t  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  t w o  d o c u m e n t s .   D a v i s  s ay s ,  in
h i s  l e t t e r  j u s t  q u o t e d ,  t h a t  t h e  S u n n e s h i n e  a r r i v e d
a t  D a r t m o u t h  o n  t h e  4 t h  o f  O c t o b e r ,  w h e r e a s
M r .  M o r g a n ,  w h o  w a s  a c t u a l l y  o n  b o a r d  t h e  s h i p ,
conc ludes  h i s  na r r a t i ve  a s  fo l lows  :  “  The  3  (o f  Oct -
ober )  we  coa s t ed  a l l  a long  the  shore ,  and  the  4  an d
5 .  The  6  o f  the  s ayd  moneth  o f  October  we  came
in to  the  r i ve r  o f  Thames ,  a s  h igh  a s  Ra t c l i f f e  in
s a f e t i e ,  G o d  b e  t h a n k e d . ”  Sure ly  i f  they  had
touched ,  even  fo r  a  f ew  hour s ,  a t  Dar tmouth ,  such
an  impor t an t  even t  wou ld  have  been  r ecorded .  

The indefat igable Davis ,  immediately on his  return
from this  voyage,  renewed his  advocacy for the
d i spa t ch  o f  another  exped i t ion .    He was encouraged
in this  by the Lord High Treasurer  and Sir  Francis
Wals ingham, bes ides  being supported by his  former
fr iends,  Mr.  Wm. Sanderson,  Mr.  Adrian Gilbert ,  
a n d  a  f e w  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  m e r c h a n t s .    B u t ,  a s  h e  
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te l l s  us ,  “al l  the westerne marchant  adventurers  fe l l
from the act ion".  

T h a t  i t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  t o  t h e s e  l a t t e r  i s  e v i d e n t ,
f rom the  fo l lowing minute  o f  the  cour t  o f  the  E l i za -  
be than Gui ld  a t  Exeter .  

“  1 6  D e c .  1 5 8 7 . — A l s o  a t  t h e  s a m e  C o u r t e  t h e r e  w a s  m a d e  
a  c o p p i e  o f  c e r t a i n e  a r t i c l e s  u n d e r  d i v e r s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n i e s
h a n d e s  c o n c e r n i n g e  a  n e w e  a d v e n t u r e  w i t h  M r .  A d r i a n
G i l b e r t e  a n d  M r .  J o h n  D a v y e s  t o  C h i n a  a n d  C a t h a y ,  w h e r e -
u p p o n  M r .  G o v e r n o '  d i d  m o v e  t h e  w h o l e  C o m p a n i e  w h a t  
t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  d o  t h e r e i n ,  a n d  p r a i e d  t h e r e  r e s o l u t e
a n s w e r e ,  w h o  a g r e e d  t h a t  M r .  N i c h o l a s  M a r t y n ,  M r .
N i c h o l a s  S p i c e r ,  M r .  S a m p f o r d e ,  M r .  H a c k  w e l l ,  a n d  M r .  
J a s p e r  H o r s s e y ,  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  o f  a l l  t h e  a c c o m p t e s  o f  t h e  
v o i a g e  h e r e t o f o r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  s a i d  A d r i a n  G i l b t e  a n d  J o h n  
D a v i e s ,  a n d  s h a l l  a l s o  s e t  d o u n e  w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  f i t  t o  b e
a n s w e r e d  t o  t h e  s a i d  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  a s  m u c h  s p e a d e  a s  c o n -
v e y n i e n t l y  t h e y  m a i e ,  w h i c h  s a i d  a r t i c l e s  a n d  l ' r e s  w e r e  b y  
M r .  G o v e r n o '  d e l i v e r e d  t o  M r .  S a m p f o r d e  i n  o p e n  C o u r t e . ” 

The unprof i table  resu l t  of  Davis ' s  second voyage,
together  with the  loss  of  a  ba le  of  c loth,  ment ioned 
in  the  fo l lowing minute ,  would,  in  a l l  probabi l i ty ,
account  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Exeter  merchants
f rom ventur ing their  money in  a  third expedit ion.
The minute  runs  as  fo l lows  :— 

“ 1 5 F e b . 1 5 8 8 . — I t  i s  o r d e r e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n i e  t h e n
p r e s e n t e ,  t h a t  M r .  N i c h o l a s  S p i c e r ,  J o h n  H a c k w e l l ,  R i c h a r d  
D o r c h e s t e r ,  a n d  J a s p e r  H o r s s e y ,  s h o u l d  d e a l e  w i t h  M r .
W i l l i a m  M a r t y n  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c o m p t e s  o f  t h e  
l a s t  v o i a g e  i n  t h e  M a r m a i d e  t o  C h i n a ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  b e
b r o u g h t  i n  o r d e r l y  m a d e  a t  t h e  n e x t  C o u r t e  ;  a n d  a l s o  t o
e n q u i r e  o f  a  b a l l e t  o f  c l o t h  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  m i s s i n g e ,  t h a t
r e s t i t u c i o n  m a i e  b e  m a d e  u n t o  e v e r y  a d v e n t u r e r  a c c o r d i n g e  
t o  t h e  p ' p o r c o n  o f  t h e  s a m e . ”
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The success fu l  capture  of  f i sh  made  by Davis
dur ing his  las t  voyage of f  the  coast  of  Newfound-
land was ,  no doubt ,  used as  an  incent ive  for  the
despatch of another expedition, the adventurers being
unwilling a third time to risk their money without
seeing a fair prospect of gain. 

A third voyage was therefore ult imately decided
upon,  and the conduct  of  i t  was again entrusted to
Dav i s ,  who  had  under  h i s  o rde r s  th ree  sh ip s ,  in  one
o f  wh ich  he  was  h imse l f  t o  p roceed  on  h i s  voyage  o f  
discovery, whilst the two others were to be employed
ent i re ly  fo r  f i sh ing .    The  va lue  o f  the i r  cargoes ,  i t
w a s  h o p e d ,  w o u l d  b e  n o t  o n l y  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e f r a y  
t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  r e a l i s e  a
s m a l l  p r o f i t  t o  t h e  c o m p a n y .   T h e  s h ip s  em p l o y e d
w e r e  t h e  El i zab e th  o f  D a r t m o u t h ,  t h e  s i z e  o r  t o n -
n a g e  o f  w h i c h  i s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d  ;  t h e  Sunne sh in e  o f  
L ondon ,  p r e sumab l y  t h e  o n e  o w n ed  by  M r .  San de r -
s o n ,  an d  t h e r e f o r e  b e t w ee n  5 0  an d  6 0  t o n s  ;  an d  a
l i t t l e  p in n a c e  c a l l e d  t h e  El l en  o f  L o n d o n .  

A l t h o u gh  w e  h a v e  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h i s
v o y a g e ,  o n e  w r i t t e n  b y  D a v i s  h im s e l f ,  a n d  o n e  b y  
Mr.  Sanderson’s  nephew,  John Jane,  we are  not  to ld
in  w h i c h  v e s s e l  D a v i s  s a i l e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e
t w o  o r d e r ed  t o  f i s h .  

I  am incl ined,  however,  to think that  Davis  e lected
to  proceed  on  h i s  adven turous  c ru i s e  in  the  El l en ,
the  sma l l e s t  o f  the  th ree ,  a s  he  conc luded  she  wou ld
be  the  hand ie s t  and  be s t  fo r  i c e  nav iga t ion .    F rom 
var iou s  a l lu s ions  made  to  th i s  ve s s e l  in  J ane ’ s  narra-  
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t i v e ,  i t  s e ems  more  than  probab l e  tha t  she  d id  not
exceed  20  tons  bur then  !  

Sa i l ing  f rom Dar tmouth  on  the  19 th  o f  May ,  the
l i t t l e  squadron  s igh t ed  l and  on  the  14 th  o f  the  fo l -  
l ow in g  month .   Th i s  mus t  have  been  the  coa s t  o f
Green land ,  be tween  the  p re sent  Dani sh  s e t t l ement s  
o f  Freder ikshaab  and Fi skernae s .   Cape  Farewe l l  and
the  sou th  coa s t  o f  Green land  had  the re fo re  been
rounded  w i thout  be ing  s een .  

S t ee r ing  to  the  nor thward  the  th ree  sh ip s  c ame  to
an  anchor ,  “among  many  low  i s l ands ” ,  in  l a t i tude
64  deg .  on  the  16 th  o f  June .  

Al though  not  ment ioned,  the i r  anchorage  appear s
to  be ,  f rom the  po s i t ion  and  de sc r ip t ion ,  no  o the r
than  the  Gi lbe r t  Sound tha t  had  been  v i s i t ed  by
D a v i s  d u r i n g  h i s  t w o  p r e c e d i n g  v o y a g e s .   H e r e
t h e y  h a d  a  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e  E s k i m o s  ;
but this  seems to have been caused by the imprudent 
conduct  of  the master  of  the Sunshine ,  who made a
p r i s o n e r  o f  o n e  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  c a r r i ed  h im  o n  b o a r d
h i s  s h ip .    W h a t  b e c a m e  o f  h im  i s  n o t  r e l a t ed .  

On the 21st  they sa i led f rom this  anchorage ;  Davis
on his  voyage of  discovery  northwards ,  the other  two
vesse l s  to  prosecute  the  f i shery ,  the appointed place
for  which was  to  be  on the west  s ide  of  the  s t ra i t ,
b e t w e e n  t h e  5 4 t h  a n d  5 5 t h  p a r a l l e l s  o f  l a t i t u d e .
T h e  t w o  v e s s e l s  s e n t  t o  f i s h  s a i l e d  f o r  E n g l a n d
sixteen days  after  part ing company with their  leader,
a l though the captains  had faithful ly promised Davis
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  d e p a r t  u n t i l  h i s  r e t u r n ,  a n d  
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that  they would at  any rate remain for him unti l  the
end of  August .  

Exper iencing “very hot  weather”,  Davis  sai led
northwards,  in a “free and open sea”.  

In lat itude 67 deg.  the land was vis ib le  on both
sides  of the  ship,  that  is ,  to the eastward and west-
wa rd ,  s o  tha t  Dav i s  wa s  un de r  the  impre s s ion  tha t
h e  w a s  s a i l i n g  u p  a  g u l f .   He  wa s  then  ab r e a s t  o f  
t he present  Danish sett lement  of  Holste inborg.    Sa i l -
ing onwards, however, the passage increased in width,
so that he could not see the western shore. 

Off the Island of Disco they communicated with a
number of Eskimos, thirty of whom came out to them
in their kayaks, bringing skins, fish, and birds, which
they bartered for nails,  bracelets,  and knives. 

With scarcely any hindrance from the ice Davis
continued to sail in a northerly direction along the
G r e e n l a n d  c o a s t ,  u n t i l  h e  r e a c h e d  t h e  l a t i t u d e  o f
72 deg.  12 min.  N. ,  where  he  found “  the  sea  a l l  open
to the westwards  and northwards”.    The nat ives  here
c o m e  o f f  i n  g r e a t  n u m b e r s ,  a s  m a n y  a s  a  h u n dr e d  a t
a  t im e ,  a l l  e a g e r  t o  e x c h a n g e  t h e i r  c o m m o d i t i e s  f o r
E n g l i s h  g o o d s .  

The wind coming from the northward,  compel led
Davis  to leave this  coast  and sai l  to the westward,
w h i c h  h e  w a s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  m o r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  d o ,  a s
h i s  g r e a t  o b j e c t  w a s  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  n o r t h - w e s t  
p a s s a g e .  

T h e  h i g h e s t  p o in t  o f  l a n d  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  G re e n -
l a n d  c o a s t  w a s  n a m e d  b y  D a v i s ,  a f t e r  h i s  f r i en d  a n d  
p a t r o n ,  “ S a n d e r s o n ,  h i s  h o p e , ”  a s  i t  w a s  t h e r e  h e  
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h a d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h o p e  o f  a  p a s s a g e .     S a n d e r s o n ’ s
Hope ,  the  lo f ty  head l and  nea r  Upern iv ik ,  i s  a  p l ace
well  known to modern Arct ic  voyagers .    The lamented
Sherard Osborn,  the warm and steady fr iend to
northern enterprise ,  thus descr ibed the scene,  as  the
squadron in which he served passed Sanderson’s
Hope: 1— 

“June 24th, 1850.—The squadron was f lying north in an
o pe n  s e a ,  o v e r  w h i c h  t h e  b e r g s  o f  e v e r y  s i z e  a n d  sh a pe
f loated in wi ld magnif icence .    The excitement,  as  we dashed
through the  storm, in  steer ing clear  of  them, was de l ightful
f r o m  i t s  n o v e l t y .     H a r d  a   s t a r b o a r d  !    S t e a d y  !    P o r t  !   
P o r t  y o u  ma y  ! —  a n d  w e  f l e w  pa s t  s o me  hu g e  ma s s  o v e r
w h i c h  th e  g r e e n  s e a s  w e r e  f r u i t l e s s l y  t r y i n g  t o  d a sh  th e m-
se lve s .   Then we  hauled  in  for  the  land,  and,  pass ing  into  a
channe l  some four  mi le s  in  width,  we  found ourse lve s  run-
ning  past  the  remarkab le  and lo f ty  c l i f f s  o f  ‘Sander son hi s
Hope ’—a qua int  name g iven  to  the  point  by  the  ‘ r ight
worthie  Maste r  Davis ’ ,  in  honour  o f  h i s  pa tron,  a  merchant
of  London.   Wel l  wor thy  was  i t  o f  one  whose  l ibera l i ty  had
tended to  increa se  England’s  mar i t ime  fame ;  and the
Hope ’ s  lo f ty  c r e st  p ie rced  through the  c louds  which drove
a thwart  i t s  brea s t ,  and looked a fa r  to  see  ‘whether  the  Lord
of  the  Ear th came not ’ .    Under  i t s  l ee  the  wate r  was  a  shee t
of  foam and spray  f rom the  f i e rce  gust s  which  swept  down
rav ine  and over  head land,  and aga inst  the  base  o f  the  rocks
f l ights  of  innumerab le  wi ld  fowl  marked a  spot  famous
among Arct ic  voyager s .”

We,  in  H.M.S .  Ale r t ,  pa s s ed  the  Hope  on  the  21s t
of  Ju ly ,  1875,  and boats  fu l l  o f  eager  sport smen were
some hours  under  the  s teep prec ip itous  c l i f f s ,  on
w h i c h  m y r i a d s  o f  l o o m s  w e r e  c o n g r e g a t e d . 2     I t  i s
   1   S t r a y  L e a v e s  f r o m  a n  A r c t i c  J o u r n a l ,  ( 2 n d  e d . ) ,  p p .  2 9 ,  3 0 .        2   S e e  m y  G r e a t  F r o z e n  S e a ,  p .   4 5 .
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t ru ly  a  wel l  known spot ,  th is  extreme northen point
o f  b r a v e  J o h n  D a v i s ,  w h i c h  h e  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  3 0 t h
o f  Ju n e ,  1 5 8 7 .

S t e e r in g  t o  t h e  Wes t w a r d ,  t h e  s o u t h e rn  e x t r e m e
of  the  middle  pack of  Baff in ’s  Bay was  encountered,
“a  mighty banke  of  yce” ,  as  descr ibed by both Davis
and Janes .   They were beset  in  i t  for  several  days .
Eventual ly  the  l i t t le  vesse l  was  forced through the
pack,  and Mount  Rale igh,  on the Western s ide  of  the
s t ra i t ,  was  s ighted on the 19th of  Ju ly .

On  r e a ch in g  th i s  l an d  Dav i s  r epo r t s  tha t  “ the r e
wa s  n o  y c e  t oward s  the  n o r th ,  bu t  a  g r e a t  s e a ,  f r e e ,
l a r g e ,  v e r y  s a l t ,  an d  b lu e ,  a n d  o f  an  un s ea r chab l e
dep th” .

Sa i l in g  a l on g  the  c o a s t  t o  the  s ou thward ,  t h ey
r e ached  the  r en dezvou s  th a t  had  been  appo in t ed ,
where  the  ships  were  to  as semble ,  but  fa i l ing to  f ind
them,  they shaped a  course  for  England,  arr iv ing at
Dartmouth on the 15th of  September ,  “g iv ing thanks
for  God for  our  safe  arr iva l .”

Thus ended Davis ’ s  las t  and most  memorable
voyage for  the  discovery  of  a  north-west  passage .  
That  i s  fa i led in  i t s  ob ject  i s  not  to  be  wondered at ,
cons ider ing the c ircumstances  under  which i s  was
undertaken,   indeed the marve l  i s  that  he  succeeded
in doing so  much.    Enterpr is ing as  were  the  merchant
adventurers  of  those  days ,  they did not  fee l  jus t i f ied
in  despatching another  expedit ion,  a f ter  the  fa i lure
of  three  success ive  voyages ,  and Davis  had therefore
to  remain inact ive ,  thought  not  content  with the
l a u r e l s  h e  h a d  g a in e d  d u r in g  h i s  t h r e e  t r i p s  t o  t h e
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Arct ic  regions .  He,  of  course ,  had to  exper ience a
certa in  amount  of  capt ious  cr i t ic i sm and i l l -natured 
abuse from “the stay-at-home-at-ease party”, regard-
in g  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .    H e  a n s w e r s  t h e s e  
d e t r a c t o r s  i n  h i s  Wor ld e s  Hydro g r a ph i c a l  De s c r i p -
t i on  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 5 9 5 ,  a s  h e  s a y s ,  “ t o  s t a y  t h i s
objection, why hath not Davis discovered this passage,
being thrice that  wayes imploied ?” 

It  i s  evident ,  from a let ter  wri t ten by Baff in,  that
Davis  was blamed by some for his  want of  success .
This  let ter  was wri t ten in 1616, on Baff in 's  return
f r o m  h i s  a d v e n t u r o u s  a n d  m e m o r a b l e  v o y a g e  t o
t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  b a y  w h i c h  n o w  b e a r s  h i s  n a m e .  
I t  i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  “ t h e  R i g h t  W o r s h i p f u l  J o h n
Wostenholm,  Esqre ,”  etc . ,  and in  i t  Baf f in  magnani-
mous ly  defends  his  brother  navigator  f rom the impu-
tat ions  that  had been cast  upon h im.    He says ,
a l l u d i n g  t o  D a v i s  S t r a i t ,  “ w e  f o u n d  i t  t o  b e  n o
o t h e r  t h a n  a  g r e a t  B a y ,  a n d  n o  h o p e s  o f  a  P a s s a g e ;
h o w e v e r  M r .  D a v i s  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  b l a m e d  f o r  h i s  
Report ,  the  Sea being open,  and of  an  unsearchable
depth,  as  far  as  Hope Sanderson.”  

Al l  honour to  noble  Wil l iam Baff in  for  this  gene-
rous  sentence.    We can,  in  these  days ,  fu l ly  appre-
c iate  the  desperate  and a lmost  reckles s  ga l lantry
which Davis  disp layed in  navigat ing his  l i t t le  bark
amidst  unknown and constant ly  recurr ing dangers ,
and the ski l l  and seamanship which enabled him to
br ing her  home in  safety  across  the At lant ic .   This
las t  voyage of  h is  s tands  out  conspicuous ly  as  a
m a s t e r l y  a n d  d a r i n g  f e a t  t h a t  i n  a f t e r  y e a r s  b o r e  
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good fruit .  I t  was  a  guide to  others ,  and i t  un-
doubtedly  l ighted Master  Hudson “ into his  s t ra i t” . 1 
D a v i s ' s  Trave r s e  Bo ok ,  g i v e n  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  f r o m
p a g e  4 9  t o  5 8 ,  i s  a  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  v o y a g e
f r o m  h i s  o w n  p e n ,  a n d  i s  t h e  m o d e l  o n  w h i c h  t h e
l o g  b o o k s  o f  s h ip s  h a v e  s i n c e  b e e n  f o r m e d .  

O n  h i s  r e t u r n  i t  b e c a m e  t h e  d u t y  o f  D a v i s  t o  r e -
conci le  his  geographical  d iscoveries  with the previous  
work of  Frobisher ,  and,  i f  poss ib le ,  with the  o ld map
of  the  Zeni ,  which was  s t i l l  e s teemed as  an  autho-
r i ty .    Unfortunate ly  the  large  sca le  map which was
prepared by  Davis  i s  now los t .    We only  have the
resu l t s ,  as  de l ineated by himsel f  on the Molyneux
globe, 2 and on the “new map”of  the  wor ld,  prepared
under  the  superintendence of  Wright . 3     The lat ter
i s  reproduced in  the  present  volume.  

Davis  had to  harmonise  his  work with universa l ly
rece ived errors .    Frobisher  had taken with him the
old map of  the Zeni ,  which was  f i r s t  publ i shed in
1558.    When he s ighted Greenland he as sumed that  
i t  was  the  Fr is land of  the  Zeni .    Davis ,  when he
reached the Green l an d  coa s t ,  in  61  deg .  N. ,  at  once 
   1 Luke  Fox  says  “Davi s  d id ,  I  conce ive ,  l igh t  Hudson  into h i s
Stra ights .”  
     2  D a v i s  f a t h e r s  t h e  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  h i s  d i s c o v e r i e s  o n  t h e  M o l y -
n e u x  G l o b e  i n  h i s  “  W o r l d ' s  H y d r o g r a p h i c a l  De s c r i p t i o n ” .    S e e
p a g e  2 1 1 .  
   3  O n  t h e  “ N e w  M a p ” ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  D a v i s  a r e  s h o w n
e x a c t l y  a s  o n  t h e  G l o b e .    D a v i s  e v i d e n t l y  h a d  a  h a n d  i n  b o t h .  
A  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  “  C e r t a i n  E r r o r s ”  o f  W r i g h t ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e
d e s c r i p t i v e  t i t l e  o n  t h e  M a p ,  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  W r i g h t
w a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h a t  M a p  o f  t h e  W o r l d ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  



x x x i v          I N T RO D U C T I O N

s a w  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  F r i s l a n d  o f  t h e  Z e n o  m a p ,
w h i l e  i t  w a s  t o o  f a r  s o u t h  t o  b e  t h e  E n g r o e n l a n d  o f
the  Zen i .    So  he  named i t  Deso l a t ion ,  and  the  more
nor the rn  par t  he  c a l l ed  the  London  Coas t .    Bu t  the
nar ra to r s  o f  Frob i she r ' s  voyage s  gave  no  ind ica t ion
o f  long i tude ,  so  Dav i s  a s sumed tha t  the  d i s cove r i e s
o f  h i s  p redece s so r  were  on  th i s  coa s t .   He  the re fore
made  Frob i she r s  s t r a i t  pa s s  through  Green land ,
l eav ing  an  i s l and  to  the  sou th .    He  wou ld  the  more
read i l y  do  th i s  becau se  he  h imse l f  d id  no t  s e e  t he
land between 61 deg.  30 min.  N.  and 64 deg.  15 min.
N.    On the north s ide  of  this  imaginary  s t ra i t  he
placed “Meta Incognita” ,  of  Frobisher ,  as  wel l  as  h is
own “Desolat ion” and “London Coast” .    On the
is land he has  only  one name,  “Reg.  El izabeth Fore-
land”,  in  the  p lace  of  Cape Farewel l .    Owing to  the  
was  drawn in  England on the  project ion ,  the  pr inciple  of  which
Wright  d i scovered and made known. 

Tit le  o f  “  New Map”.
  “ T h o u  h a s t  h e r e ,  g e n t l e
r e a d e r ,  a  t r u e  hyd r o g r aph i c a l
d e s c r i p t i on  o f  s o  m u ch  o f  t h e
w o r l d  a s  h a t h  b e e n e  h i t h e r t o
d i s c o v e r e d , a n d  i s  c o m e  t o  o u r
k n o w l e d g e ,  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  i n
such sor t  per formed, yt  a l l  p l a c e s
h e r e in  s e t  d own  hav e  t h e  s am e
po s i t i on  and  d i s t an c e s  t ha t  t h e y
hav e  i n  t h e  g l o b e ,  b e in g  t h e r e in
p l a c ed  in  s ame  l o ng i t ud e s  and
l a t i t ud e s  wh i c h  t h e y  hav e  i n  t h i s
c ha r t ,  w h i c h ,  b y  t h e  o r d i n a r y
s e a  c h a r t ,  c a n  n o  w i s e  b e
p e r f o r m e d ,”

Wright ’ s  “Certain Errors  in
Navigat ion”.

    “  S u p p os e  a  s p h e r i c a l  s u p e r -
f i c ie s  wi th  mer id ians ,  para l l e l s ,
r h u m b e s ,  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  hyd r o -
g raph i c a l  d e s c r i p t i on  d r a w n e
t h e r e f r o m ,  t o  b e  i n s c r i b e d  o n  a
c o n c a v e  c y l i n d e r ,  t h e s e  a x e s
a g r e e i n g  i n  o n e  .  .  .  I n  t h i s  n a u -
t ica l  p lanisphere  thus  conce ived
to be  made,  a l  p lac e s  must  neede s
bee  s i tuate  in  the  same longi tude s
and dir ec t ions  or  cour se s ,  and
upon the  s eme meridians,  parale l s ,
rumbes  that  they  were  in  the
g lobe . ”    
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smal l  s ca l e  o f  the  Molyneux g lobe  there  was  not
space  for  a l l  the  names  g iven  by  Davi s  in  h i s  nar ra -
t ive .     The names  inser t ed  on  the  Green land s ide  a re ,
f rom north  to  south  : 1 —

Hope Sanderson, 72E 41' N. 
London Coast. 
Lord Darcie's Islands. 
Desolation. 
Meta Incognita. 
Frobisher Strait. 
Reg. Elizabeth Foreland, 61E 30' N.

The la t i tudes  a re  f rom the  “Index Geographicus , ”
m a d e  f o r  t h e  g l o b e  b y  R o b e r t  H u e s .    T h e  m i s t a k e  
o f  p lac ing  “Meta  Incogni ta”  and “  Frobi sher  s  St ra i t ”
on  the  Green land s ide  was  repeated  on  the  map of
Hudson in  1612,  and others .     Fr i s l and i s  p laced  in
62 deg .  N. ,  ea s t  o f  Deso lat ion  ;  but  the  wes t  s ide  o f
Green land,  up  to  Hope Sander son ,  which  had been
surveyed by  Davis ,  was  shown correc t ly  on  the
Molyneux g lobe ,  and so  pas sed  in to  a l l  maps .  

On the  wes t  s ide  o f  Davi s  St ra i t ,  which  i s  a l so
shown correc t ly  by  Davi s ,  the  fo l lowing names  are
g iven  on  the  Molyneux g lobe  :—

C. Bedford. 
Sanderson's Tower. 
Mount Rawleigh, 66E 40' N. 
Cumberland Isles. 

    1  G i l b e r t  S ou n d ,  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  i s  n o t  o n  t h e
G l o b e .  
      2   C a p e  W a l s i n g h a m ,  T o t n e s  R o a d ,  E x e t e r  S o u n d ,  D y e r ,
C a p e  G o d ’ s  M e r c y ,  C a p e  C h i d l e y ,  a n d  D a r c i e s  I s l a n d  a r e
g i v e n  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t o  p l a c e s  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  D a v i s  S t r a i t
a r e  n o t  o n  t h e  G l o b e .
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Lumley ’ s  In le t .  
Warwick Fore land.  
“A fur ious  over fa l l , ”  60E  N.  

The “fur ious  over fa l l ”  o f  Davi s ,  which i s  not ,  how-
ever ,  ment ioned by  that  name in  h i s  nar ra t ive ,  i s
c lear ly  the  en t rance  to  Hudson  St ra i t .   In  the
n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  v o y a g e  i s  t h e  f o l l o w in g
p a s s a g e :  “ W e  p a s s e d  b y  a  v e r y  g r e a t  g u l f e ,  t h e
w a t e r  w h i r l i n g  a n d  r o r in g ,  a s  i t  w e r e  t h e  m e e t in g
o f  t i d e s ”  ( p .  4 7 ) .   T h i s  o f  c o u r s e  i s  t h e  “ f u r i o u s
overfa l l”  of  the  Molyneux g lobe,  and both are  Hud- 
son's  St ra i t .    Davis ,  l ike  Frobisher ,  uses  the  nomen-
c lature  of  the  Zeno map,  and both Estot i land and
F r i s l a n d  a r e  o n  t h e  g l o b e .  E s t o t i l a n d  i s  p l a c e d
s o u t h  o f  H u d s o n  S t r a i t .  

T h u s  w e r e  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  D a v i s  p l a c e d  o n
p e r m an e n t  r e c o r d  o n  t h e  g l o b e ,  a n d  o n  t h e  “ n ew
m a p ” ,  w h i l e  a n  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  b y  t h e  h a l f  l i g h t
o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h o s e  d a y s  t o  h a r m o n i s e  t h e
n e w  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  a s s u m e d  r e s u l t s  o f  p r e v i o u s
voyages .    T h e  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  v o y a g e s  o f  
Davis  were  f i r s t  pr inted in  1589 in  Hakluyt ' s  Princ i-
pa l l  Navigat ions .  

We next  f ind Davis  jo ining the squadron of  the
Ear l  of  Cumber land of f  the Azores  in  August  1589.
His  his tory ,  f rom his  return f rom the Arct ic  regions
until this date—a period of about two years—remains
a blank.    Nor can it be satisfactorily ascertained how
it came about that he joined his fortunes to those of 
the Earl.     I n  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  vo y age  a t  p age  6 5 ,
w e  r e a d  t h a t  “ M a s t e r  J o h n  D a v i s ,  w i t h  s h ip p e ,  p in -  
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n e s s e  a n d  b o a t e ,  j o in ed  t h e  f l e e t .   “ B y  t h i s  i t  w o u l d
a p p e a r  t h a t  D a v i s  w a s  h im s e l f  i n  c o m m a n d  o f  a
c o u p l e  o f  v e s s e l s ,  f o r  t h e  “ b o a t e ” ,  i t  m a y  b e  p r e -
s u m e d ,  w a s  o n l y  s u c h  a s  c o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o n  b o a r d  
o n e  o f  t h e  s h i p s .   I  a m  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t
t h e s e  v e s s e l s  w e r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  M r .  S a n d e r s o n ,
w h o  w a s  e v e r  a  f i r m  f r i e n d  a n d  p a t r o n  t o  D a v i s .
Moreover ,  i t  i s  s tated that  with Davis  was  a  Captain
Markesbur ie ,  in  command of  a  ship  belonging to  Sir
W a l t e r  R a l e i gh ,  n a m ed  t h e  B ark e  o f  L im e ,  an d  a s  i t
i s  wel l  known that  a  great  f r iendship exis ted between
Rale igh and Sanderson,  who were  connect ions  by
marr iage ,  i t  i s  more  than probable  that  their  ships
were  sent  to  sea together ,  to  act  in  concert  one with
the other .    Be this  as  i t  may ,  i t  i s  quite  cer ta in  that
they a t tached themselves  to  the  squadron under  the
Ear l  of  Cumber land,  and part ic ipated in  the  var ious
act ions  fought  by that  nobleman—an account  of
which wi l l  be  found from pages  65  to 92 of  this
volume.     H o w  o r  w h e n  D a v i s  r e t u r n ed  t o  E n g l a n d
is  not  ment ioned,  but  that  those serv ing in  the  f leet
endured great  hardsh ips ,  f rom a scarc i ty  of  f resh
water ,  i s  evident  f rom the narrat ive ,  which  was
writ ten  by Mr.  Wright , 1 the  hydrographer .  

    1 E d w a r d  W r i g h t  w a s  b o r n  a t  G a v e s t o n  i n  N o r f o l k ,  i n  a b ou t
1 5 6 0 .    I n  1 5 8 9  h e  a c co m p a n i e d  t h e  E a r l  o f  Cum b e r l a n d  i n  h i s
e x p e d i t i on  t o  th e  Az o r e s ,  w r o t e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  v o ya g e ,  a n d
c o n s t r uc t e d  s o m e  n e w  c h a r t s .    H e  wa s  a  v e r y  e m i n e n t  m a t h e m a -
t i c i a n ,  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  t r u e  m e t h o d  o f  p r o j e c t i n g  c h a r t s  b y  i n -
c r e a s i n g  th e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  m e r i d i a n s ,  w h i c h  i s  e r r o n e o u s l y
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  M e r c a t o r .      I n  1 5 9 9  h e  p u b l i s h e d  a  b o o k  e n t i t l e d  
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T h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  v o y a g e  o u t  o f  t w e l v e  s e n t  f o r t h
by the Ear l  of  Cumber land that  Hakluyt  g ives  room
for  in  his  work.     Purchas ,  in  his  Pilgr imes ,  suppl ies  
a n  a b s t r a c t  o f  a l l  t h e  t w e l v e  v o y a g e s .    H i s  a c c o u n t
of  this  part icu lar  expedit ion agrees  in  the  main with 
that  g iven in  Hakluyt ,  and reprinted in  this  volume.  
St i l l  he  suppl ies  some addit ional  in format ion,  which 
H a k l u y t  h a s  f a i l ed  t o  p u b l i s h .    F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e
l a t t e r  a u t h o r i t y  m a k e s  n o  m e n t i o n  w ha t e v e r  o f  a
s e v e r e  f i g h t ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  the  engagement  a t  the  I s l and  o f  S t .  Mary ' s , 1  in  
w h i c h  t w o  m e n  w e r e  k i l l ed  a n d  s i x t e en  w o u n de d .  
R e v e r t i n g  t o  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  P u r c ha s  t e l l s  u s :   “ B u t  a  
g r e a t e r  l o s s e  f o l l o w e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  E a r l e  i n  p e r s o n
sought  to  get  the  other  ship ,  Captaine Lyster  rashly  
disvalu ing the enemies  force ,  the barre  a l so detayn-  
i n g  t h e m  o n  g r o u n d ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  d a n g e r  f r o m
t h e  en e m i e ,  t o  t h e  l o s s e  a n d  h u r t  o f  e i g h t i e  m e n .
H i s  l o r d s h ip  r e c e i v e d  t h r e e  s h o t s  u p o n  h i s  t a r g e t ,  
a n d  a  f o u r t h  o n  t h e  s i d e ,  n o t  d e e p e  ;  h i s  h e a d  a l s o  
broken with s tones ,  that  the  b loud covered his  face ,  
both it and his legs likewise burned with fire balls.”2 
C e r t a i n  E r r o r s  i n  N a v i g a t i o n  D e t e c t e d  a n d  C o r r e c t e d ,  t h e  s e c o n d
e d i t i o n  a p p e a r i n g  i n  1 6 1 0 .     H e  a l s o ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  H e n r y
B r i g g s ,  t h e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o m e t r y  a t  O x f o r d ,  p r o m o t e d  th e  i n t r o -
d u c t i on  o f  t h e  u s e  o f  l o g a r i t h m s ,  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  N a p i e r ' s  Loga -
r i t hmorum De s c r i p t i o  i n t o  E n g l i s h .   H e  w a s  p r e c e p t o r  t o  H e n r y
P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s ,  a n d  h a d  a  v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  c e l e s t i a l  g l o b e  c on -
s t r u c t e d  f o r  h i s  u s e .     I n  1 6 1 6  h e  r e c e i v e d  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  f r o m
t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y  t o  p e r f e c t  t h e i r  c h a r t s ,  w i t h  a  s a l a r y  o f
£ 5 0  a  y e a r  ;  b u t  d i e d  i n  L o n d o n  a  f e w  m o n t h s  a f t e r w a r d s . 
    1  S e e  p a g e  7 7 .                                                                 2 P u r c h a s
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T h i s  w a s  a  v e r y  s e r i o u s  l o s s ,  an d  o n e  o f  s u c h  a
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o r m  a n y  i d e a  a s  t o  
the  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  o m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  a c c o u n t  w r i t t en
b y  M r .  W r ig h t .  

P u r c h a s  a l s o ,  i n  d e s c r i b in g  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  t h e y
w e r e  r e d u c e d  t o  f r o m  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  w a t e r ,  t e l l s  u s  
t h a t  t e n  o r  t w e l v e  d i e d  e v e r y  n i g h t  ;  w h i l s t  d u r in g
the tempestuous  weather  encountered on the passage
home 1 we are  to ld in  the  same account  that ,  pre-
sumably  by a  heavy sea ,  “His  lordship 's  cabin,  the
dining roome,  and hal fe  decke became a l l  one,  and
his  lordship was  forced to make a  new lodging in  the
holde.”  

Thirteen pr izes  a l together  were  captured by the
squadron dur ing this  c ru ise ,  the  most  va luable  of
which,  however ,  was  wrecked of f  the  coast  of  Corn-
wal l ,  and only  a  port ion of  the  goods  on board was
saved.  

D a v i s ,  w e  m ay  s u p p o s e ,  p a r t i c i p a t ed  i n  t h e  p r o -
f i t s  d e r i v ed  f r o m  t h e  v o ya g e ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  h e  r e -
m a in ed  o n  s h o r e  f o r  t h e  n e x t  e i gh t e e n  m o n t h s ,
enjoying the f ru it s  of  his  labour ,  or  whether  he  kept  
the  sea ,  i s  uncerta in .    I t  i s  more  than probable  that
the lat ter  was  the  case ,  for  in  the  State  Papers  of  1592
we f ind the fo l lowing s tatement .    A  sh ip  ca l led the
Uggera  Salvagnia  had been se ized by vesse l s  com-
m a n d e d  b y  T .  M id d l e t o n ,  E r a s m u s  H a r v e y ,  a n d
J o h n  D a v i s .    S h e  c o n t a in e d  g o o d s  b e l o n g in g  t o
Ph i l ip  Cor s in i  and  o the r  I t a l i an  merchan t s .      T h e r e
w a s  a  l a w s u i t .      S i r  W a l t e r  R a l e i g h  a c t e d  o n  b e -  

   1   S e e  p a g e  8 6 .
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h a l f  o f  D a v i s ,  a n d  a  c o m p r o m i s e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e
b e e n  a r r i v e d  a t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 9 1 .    O f  c o u r s e  t h i s  
m a y  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  v e s s e l s  c a p t u r e d  b y  D a v i s
w h i l s t  s e r v in g  u n d e r  t h e  E a r l  o f  C u m b e r l a n d ,  b u t
b y  S i r  W a l t e r  R a l e i g h  a p p e a r in g  f o r  D a v i s  i t  w o u l d
s e e m  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  a b s e n t  f r o m  E n g l a n d
d u r in g  t h e  l a w  s u i t ,  an d  i f  a b s e n t ,  t h e n  p r o b a b l y
e n g a g e d  in  s o m e  s e a f a r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e .  { ? }

T h e  n e x t  w e  h e a r  o f  D a v i s  i s  o c c u p y in g  a n  im -
p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n  a s  C a p t a in  o f  t h e  Des i r e 1  o n e  o f  a  
s q u a d r o n  d e s t i n e d  f o r  a  v o y a g e  t o  t h e  S o u t h  S e a
under  the  command of  Thomas Cavendish,  who had 
r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  s u c c e s s f u l  v o y a g e  r o u n d
t h e  w o r l d .    D a v i s  h im s e l f  g i v e s  h i s  r e a s o n  f o r  j o in -  
i n g  t h i s  e x p e d i t i o n .   H e  s a y s  t h a t  s u c h  w a s  h i s
v eh e men t  de s i r e  f o r  t h e  p e r f o rm a n c e  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  
r o u n d  Am e r i c a  t h a t  t h i s  m o t i v e  a l o n e  i n du c e d  h im
t o  g o  w i t h  C a v e n d i s h .   H e  a d d s  t h a t  C a v e n d i s h
p r o m i s ed  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  r e a c he d  C a l i f o r n i a ,  h e
s h o u l d  h a v e  a  p in n a c e ,  w i t h  h i s  o w n  b a r k ,  t o  s e a r c h  
for  the  pas sage  on  the  back  par t s  o f  Amer ica . 2    Thus
th is  voyage  a l so ,  so  fa r  a s  Davis  was  concerned,  may
be looked upon as an attempt to achieve the great
e n t e rp r i s e  wh i ch  the  g a l l a n t  n a v i g a t o r  h ad  s o  m u c h
a t  h e a r t .  

D a v i s ' s  o l d  f r i e n d  a n d  f o l l o w e r ,  w h o  h a d  a c c o m -
p a n i e d  h im  in  t w o  o u t  o f  h i s  t h r e e  A r c t i c  vo y a g e s ,  
s a i l e d  i n  t h e  Des i r e ,  a n d  w r o t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e
voyage.    The l itt le f leet ,  numbering five ships,  sailed 
    1   T h e  s a m e  v e s s e l  i n  w h i c h  C a v e n d i s h  h a d  c i r c u m n a v i g a t e d
t h e  g l o b e .                                          2   P r e f a c e  t o  t h e  S e a m a n ' s  S e c r e t s .
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f r o m  P l y m o u t h  in  A u g u s t  1 5 9 1 .    I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f
t h e  A d m i r a l ' s  s h i p  t h e  g a l l e o n  L e i c e s t e r  ;  t h e  R o e  
Bucke ,  Capta in  Cocke  ;  the  Des i r e ,  Capta in  Dav i s  ;
the  bark ,  Daint i e ,  Capta in  Cot ton  ;  an d  the  Black
Pinnace ,  Capta in  Tob ie  ;  c a r ry ing  in  a l l  a  fo rce  o f
a b o u t  4 0 0  m e n .   T h e  b a r k  w a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f
D a v i s  a n d  A d r i an  G i l b e r t .  

T h e  y e a r  1 5 9 1 ,  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  f l e e t  s a i l e d  f r o m
P l y m o u t h ,  w a s  m e m o r a b l e  i n  t h e  a n n a l s  o f  n a v a l
e n t e r p r i s e ,  f o r  i t  w a s  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  in  w h i c h  t h e
f i r s t  E n g l i s h  v o y a g e  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  w a s  u n d e r -  
t a k e n ,  l ed  b y  R a y m o n d  a n d  L an c a s t e r .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  s u c c e s s  o f  C a v e n d i s h  i n
hi s  voyage  o f  c i rcumnavigat ion ,  in  1586-88,  he  does  
not  appear  to  have  been  g i f t ed  wi th  the  qua l i t i e s
which  the  l eader  o f  a  grea t  enterpr i se  shou ld pos se s s .
In  h i s  s econd expedi t ion ,  a f t e r  s acking  severa l  p laces
a long the  coas t  o f  Braz i l ,  the  St ra i t  o f  Magel l an  was
entered  on  the  14th  o f  Apr i l  1592,  f rom which  t ime
commenced the  ser ie s  o f  d i s a s t e r s  that  eventua l ly
t e r m in a t ed  i n  t h e  t o t a l  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .
The  men su f fe red  f rom scurvy ,  co ld ,  and the  want  o f
good prov is ions ,  to  such  an  extent  that  many d ied ,
and to  add to  the i r  mis for tunes  the  Admira l  par t ed
company with  the  re s t  o f  the  squadron .   The Des i r e
and  Black  Pinnace  were  lo s t  s ight  o f  dur ing  the
n ight ,  whi l s t  the  Roebucke  shor t ly  a f t e rwards
deser ted  h im.     A l though Cavendish ,  w i th  a lmost  h i s
dying breath, accuses Davis of having basely deserted
h im,  the re  i s  r ea l l y  no  r ea son  to  suppose  tha t  such
w a s  t h e  c a s e  ;  f o r  i t  i s  v e r y  c l e a r l y  r e c o r d ed  b y  t h e  
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chron ic l e r  o f  Dav i s ’  voyage  tha t  the  Admira l  was
lo s t  s i gh t  o f  in  the  n ight  ;  bu t  “whether  we  lo s t  them
or  they  u s  we  p ro t e s t  we  know not” .    I t  i s ,  how-
eve r ,  ve ry  ev iden t  tha t  they  r emained  in  the  S t r a i t s
o f  Mage l l an  and  v i s i t ed  the  d i f f e r en t  r endezvous  in
fu l l  con f idence  o f  aga in  mee t ing  the i r  Admira l ,  and
t h a t  D a v i s  a t t e m p t e d  n o  l e s s  t h an  t h r e e  t im e s  t o
s a i l  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h  S e a s ,  b u t  w a s  i n v a r i a b l y  d r i v e n
back by  s t rong nor th-wes te r ly  ga le s ,  in  one  o f  which
the  Black  Pinnes s e  was  lo s t  s ight  o f  and never  after-
wards seen.     I t  was  not  unt i l  the  end o f  the  year
1592 that  Davi s  re l inquished a l l  hope  o f  prosecut ing
hi s  voyage  to  the  wes tward ,  and that  he  sa i l ed  f rom
Port  Des i re ,  shap ing  h i s  course  homewards .     Caven-
di sh  had  long ere  th i s  abandoned a l l  idea  o f  s a i l ing
in to  the  South  Sea ,  and had  d ied ,  probab ly  o f  a
broken  hear t ,  some e ight  or  t en  degrees  to  the  nor th-
ward  o f  the  Equator  on  h i s  way  home.  Davi s ’
t rouble s  d id  not  end with  h i s  depar ture  f rom the
S t r a i t  o f  M a g e l l an ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  m en  w e r e
k i l l e d  b y  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  o n  t h e  C o a s t  o f  B r a z i l ,
whi l s t  o ther s  were  lo s t  in  a  boat  that  never  re turned.
To add to  the i r  miser ie s ,  the  s tock  o f  dr ied  penguins
that  had been  l a id  in  “began  to  corrupt” .  

In  th i s  wretched s t a t e  they  a t  l ength  ar r ived  a t
Berehaven  in  I r e l and  on  the  14 th  June  1593 .    Out
of  the  s eventy- s ix  that  s a i l ed  in  the  sh ip  f rom
England two year s  be fore ,  on ly  Capta in  Davis  and
f i f t een  men l ived  to  re turn .

Purchas ,  in  a  h igh- f lown perorat ion ,  immediate ly
p r e c e d in g  M a s t e r  C a v e n d i s h ’ s  o w n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s
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voyage ,  r e fe r s  to  the  supposed  deser t ion  o f  Davi s  in
the  fo l lowing words .  

“ S o me  pa s s i o n a t e  s p e e c he s  o f  M a s t e r  C a n d i sh  a g a i n s t  
s o me  p r i v a t e  p e r s o n s  n o t  e mp lo y e d  i n  th i s  a c t i o n ,  I  h a v e  
su pp r e s s e d ,  s o me  o the r s  I  h a v e  l e t  p a s s e  ;  n o t  t h a t  I  c h a r g e  
Capta ine  Dav i s  o r  o the r s ,  but  tha t  i t  may  appea r e  wha t  the  
Genera l l  thought  o f  them.     Mas te r  Hakluy t  ha th  pub l i shed  
Maste r  J ane ’ s  r epor t  o f  th i s  voyage ,  which  make s  mor e
f a vourab l e  on  Capta ine  Dav i s  h i s  s ide .  I f  hee  d id  dea l e
treacherously,  treacher ie  found him out,  as  in  his  la st  voyage  
before  i s  declared .   I f  any thinke the  Capta ine  here  to
conce ive  ami s se ,  I  sha l l  be  w i l l ing  to  have  the  most  cha r i t -  
a b l e  c o n c e i t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  r e m i t  t h e  R e a d e r  t o  M a s t e r
H a k l u y t ’ s  R e l a t i o n  a f o r e s a i d ,  f o r  h i s  a p o l o g i e . ”  

Cavendish ' s  account  o f  the  voyage  appear s  to  have
been  wr i t t en  on  h i s  dea th -bed  and  i s  addre s s ed  to
Sir  Tris t ram Gorges ,  whom he names  as  h is  executor .
I t  i s  on ly  neces sary  here  to  a l lude  to  that  par t  o f  h i s
nar ra t ive  which  has  a  d i s t inc t  re fe rence  to  Davi s .
Af te r  compla in ing  in  the  most  b i t t e r  and queru lous
man n e r  o f  th e  un fo r tun a t e  i s sue  o f  th e  en t e rp r i s e ,
h e  goe s  on  t o  s ay— 

“ T h e  R o e - b u c k e  l e f t  m e  i n  t h e  m o s t  d e s o l a t e  c a s e  t h a t  
e v e r  m a n  w a s  l e f t  i n ;  w h a t  i s  b e c o m e  o f  h e r  I  c a n n o t
i m a g i n e  :  i f  s h e e  b e e  r e t u r n e d  i n t o  E n g l a n d ,  i t  i s  a  m o s t  
admi r ab l e  ma t t e r  ;  bu t  i f  she e  be e  a t  home ,  o r  any  o the r  o f  
my  good s  wha t soeve r  r e tu rne  in to  Eng l and ,  I  have  made
y o u  o n e l y  P o s s e s s o r  o f  t h e m.    A n d  n o w  to  c o me  t o  th a t
v i l l a i n e  t h a t  h a th  b e e n e  th e  d e a th  o f  me ,  a n d  the  d e c a y  o f  
th i s  whole  ac t ion—I meane  Davis ,—whose  one ly  t r eacher ie  
in  runn ing  f rom me ,  ha th  beene  an  u t te r  ru ine  o f  a l l  ;  i f  any  
good  r e tu rne  by  h i m,  a s  e v e r  you  l ove  mee ,  make  such
f r i end  a s  he  o f  a l l  o th e r s  may  r e ape  l e a s t  g a in e .    I  a s su r e
m y s e l f  y o u  w i l l  b e e  c a r e f u l l  i n  a l l  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  m y  l a s t  
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r e q u e s t s .   M y  d e b t s  w h i c h  b e  o w i n g  b e  n o t  m u c h ,  e t c .
Bu t  I  ( m o s t  u n f o r t u n a t e  v i l l a i n e )  w a s  m a t c h e d  w i t h  t h e
m o s t  a b j e c t  minded  and  mut ino u s  c o mpa n i e  t h a t  e v e r  w a s
c a r r i e d  o u t  o f  E n g l a n d  b y  a n y  ma n  l i v in g . ' '  

Af t e r  de s c r ib in g  the  voyag e  t o  Por t  De s i r e  an d
the  S t r a i t  o f  M age l l an ,  h e  r e l a t e s ,  in  the  fo l l ow in g  
word s ,  th e  de s e r t i on  o f  Dav i s .   

“We were  beaten out of  the  Stra it  with a  most  monstrous 
s to rme  a t  Wes t -South-West ,  f rom which  p l a ce  we  con-
t inued  toge ther ,  t i l l  we  came  in  the  la t i tude  o f  for t ie - s even ,  
in  which p la ce  Dav i s  in  the  Des i r e ,  and  my  P inne s se  lo s t  me  
in  the  n ight ,  a f t e r  which  t ime  I  n eve r  hea rd  o f  them,  but  
( a s  I  s ince  under s tood)  Dav i s  h i s  in ten t ion  was  eve r  to  run  
away .    Thi s  i s  Gods  w i l l ,  tha t  I  shou ld  put  h im in  t ru s t ,
tha t  shou ld  be  the  end  o f  my l i f e ,  and  the  decay  o f  the
who le  a c t ion .   For ,  had  not  the se  two  sma l l  sh ips  pa r ted
f rom us ,  we  would  not  have  mi s c a r r i ed  on  the  coa s t  o f
Bra s i l e  ;  fo r  the  one ly  decay  o f  u s  wa s ,  tha t  wee  cou ld  not  
ge t  in to  the i r  ba r r ed  Harbour s .   What  became  o f  the se
s m a l l  s h i p s ,  I  a m  n o t  a b l e  t o  j u d g e  ;  b u t  s u r e ,  i t  i s  m o s t
l i k e ,  t h e y  w e n t  b a c k e  a g a i n e  f o r  P o r t  D e s i r e ,  a  p l a c e  o f
r e l i e f e ,  f o r  t w o  s o  s m a l l  s h i p s .  F o r  t h e y  m i g h t  l y e  o n
g r o u n d  t h e r e  w i t h o u t  d a n g e r ,  a n d  b e i n g  s o  f e w  m e n ,  t h e y  
m i g h t  r e l i e v e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  S e a l e s  a n d  B i r d s ,  a n d  s o
t a k e  a  g o o d  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e e r e ,  a n d  p a s s e  t h e  S t r e i t s .    T h e  
m e n  i n  t h e s e  s m a l l  s h i p s  w e r e  a l l  l u s t i e ,  a n d  i n  h e a l t h  :
where fo r e  the  l ike l i e s t  to  ho ld  out .   The  shor t  o f  a l l  i s  th i s :  
Dav i s  h i s  one ly  in ten t  wa s  u t te r l y  to  ove r throw me ,  which  
he  ha th  we l l  pe r fo rmed .”  

Before  h i s  dea th ,  wh ich  occur red  on  the  voyage
home,  Cavend i sh  made  h i s  w i l l ,  bequea th ing  among  
o the r  i t ems  the  Des i r e ,  the  sh ip  commanded  by
Dav i s ,  to  S i r  George  Gary .    Th i s  i s  ment ion ed  in
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  S i r  T r i s t r a m  



          I N T RO D U C T I O N                           x l v

Gorge s—“ I  have  g iven  S i r  George  Cary  the  Des ir e ,
i f  eue r  shee  r e tu rne ,  fo r  I  a lwaye s  p romised  h im her ,
i f  shee  r e tu rn ed ,  and  a  l i t t l e  pa r t  o f  he r  ge t t ing ,  i f
any  such  th in g  happen .  I  p ray  you  s ee  i t  pe r -
fo rmed . ”  

By  th i s  i t  wou ld  appear  tha t  the  Des i r e  was  the
proper ty  o f  Mr .  Candi sh  ; 1 the  Daint i e  be longed
par t ly  to  Mr .  Adr ian  Gi lber t  and  par t l y  to  Dav i s ,
but  we are  not  to ld who owned the other  two ships  ;
they e i ther  be longed to  Cavendish or  were  the  pro-
perty  of  a  company of  adventurers ,  who had sub-
scr ibed together  in  order  to  equip and di spatch this
exped i t ion .   I  am inc l ined  to  th ink  tha t  the  Roe-
buck  was  the  p roper ty  o f  S i r  George  Cary ,  a s  a l s o
were  some  o f  the  guns  in  the  ga l l eon ,  fo r  in  the
l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  h i s  l e t t e r ,  Cavend i sh  s ay s  he  ha s  g iven
in s t ruc t ion s  to  h i s  mas t e r  “ to  s ee  h i s  peece s  o f  o rd-
nance  de l ive red  un to  h im (S i r  George )  and  i f  the
Roebucke  be  no t  r e tu rned ,  then  I  have  appo in ted
h im to  de l i ve r  h im two  bra s s  peece s  ou t  o f  th i s
sh ip . ”   He  conc ludes  h i s  l e t t e r—“Beare  w i th  th i s
s c r ib l ing ,  fo r  I  p ro t e s t  I  am s can t  ab l e  to  ho ld  a  pen
in  my  hand . "  

There  i s  no  da t e  to  th i s  l e t t e r ,  bu t  i t  mus t  have
been  wr i t t en  dur ing  the  homeward  pas s age ,  and  to  
the  nor thward  o f  8  deg .  N.  l a t i tude ,  where  he  men-
t ion s  the  dea th  o f  “h i s  mos t  deare s t  cous in”  John
Locke .    Cavend i sh  h imse l f  mus t  have  d i ed  a  f ew
days  a f t e rwards .  

There  i s  another  na r ra t i ve  o f  th i s  voyage ,  wr i t t en  
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by  one  “Anthon ie  Kn ive t ” ,  who  appea r s  to  have
been  one  o f  the  c r ew  o f  Cavend i sh ' s  sh ip .  The
account  o f  h i s  wonder fu l  adven ture s  i s  s o  exagge -
r a t ed ,  tha t  l i t t l e  o r  no  r e l i ance  c an  be  p l aced  in  the  
accuracy  o f  h i s  s t a t ement s  ;  bu t  he  t e s t i f i e s ,  a t  the
ve ry  commencement  o f  the  voyage ,  to  the  mut inous
sp i r i t  d i sp l ayed  by  the  men ,  and  the  genera l  l ax i t y
o f  d i s c ip l ine  tha t  p reva i l ed  in  the  squadron .   The
on ly  r e f e rence  made  to  the  de s e r t ion  o f  Dav i s  i s  a s
fo l lows  :  “That  day  tha t  we  depar t ed  f rom Por t
Des i r e ,  the  Genera l l  s en t  fo r  a l l  the  mas t e r s  o f  the
sh ip s  and  commanded  them tha t  t i l l  m idn ight  they
shou ld  keepe  the i r  cour s e  w i th  h im,  and  tha t  when
he  shou ld  shew them two  l igh t s ,  then  they  shou ld
cas t  about  an d  bea re  in  w i th  the  shoare ,  bu t  Dav i s
which  was  Capta in  o f  the  Des i re ,  and  Tob ie ,  Mas t e r
o f  the  Pinnas s e ,  d id  dece ive  u s ,  and  went  fo r  the
Straits,  as I was enformed afterwards.”1 

The  way  in  which  th i s  man  Kn ive t  was  s epara t ed
f rom h i s  sh ip  doe s  no t  speak  much  in  f avour  o f  the  
humanity  of  Captain  Cavendish.    After  having thr ice
narrowly escaped being thrown overboard as  dead,
and having los t  three  toes  f rom one foot  and four
from the other  f rom frost  b i te ,  he  was  reduced to
such a miserable  s tate  f rom scurvy that  on the arr iva l
o f  t h e  s h i p  a t  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  S t .  S e b a s t i a n , 2  o n  t h e  
  1  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  t r u e  s t a t e m e n t  ;  f o r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a v e n d i s h ' s
o wn  a c c o u n t ,  a n d  a l s o  th a t  o f  J o h n  J a n e s ,  t h e  s h i p s  w e r e  s e p a r a t e d  
o n  t h e i r  r e t u rn  v o y a ge  t o  P o r t  D e s i r e ,  a n d  no t  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e i r  
d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  i t .  

  2  A b o u t  f i f t y  m i l e s  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  R i o  d e  J a n e i r o .  
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c o a s t  o f  B r a z i l ,  h e  t e l l s  u s ,  “ T h e  f i r s t  t h in g  t h a t
w a s  do n e  t h e  s i c k e  m e n  w e r e  s e t  o n  s ho a r e  t o  s h i f t e
for  themselves  ;  twent ie  of  us  were  set  on shoare  ;  a l l
were  able  to  go up and downe,  a l though very weakly ,
but  (I  a las  ! )  my toes  were  raw,  my body was  b lacke,
I  cou ld  not  speake  n o r  s t i r r e .   In  th i s  c a s e  I  was
l ayed  by  the  shoare  s ide ,  and  thus  I  r emayned  f rom
five  of  the  c locke in  the  morning,  t i l l  i t  was  betweene
eleven and twelve  of  the  c locke,  that  the sunne came
to his  highest ,  and the ext reme heate  of  the  sunne
pierced through my body,  whereby I  came to  my-
se l fe ,  as  a  man awaked f rom s leepe,  and I  saw them
t h a t  w e r e  s e t  o n  s h o r e  w i t h  m e ,  l y e  d e ad  a n d  a
d y in g  r o u n d  a b o u t  m e  ;  t h e s e  m en  h a d  e a t e n  a  k in d
o f  p e a s e ,  t h a t  d i d  g r o w  b y  t h e  s e a - s i d e ,  w h i c h  d id
p o y s o n  t h em . ”   I t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  f o l l o w  t h i s  m a n
in  h i s  w o n d e r fu l  a d v e n t u r e s  a m o n g s t  s a v a g e s  a n d
c a n n ib a l s ,  a n d  h i s  n u m e r o u s  h a i r - b r e a d t h  e s c a p e s
both  on  l and  and  by  s ea  ;  su f f i c e  i t  t o  s ay  tha t ,  a f t e r
twe lve  yea r s '  wander ings  in  South  Amer ica ,  he
even tua l l y  r eached  h i s  na t ive  count ry ,  where  he
pub l i shed  an  acount  o f  h i s  t r ave l s ,  in  compar i son  to
which  the  adven ture s  o f  Baron  Munchausen  a r e  a s
eve ry  day  occur rence s .   Hi s  name  has  on ly  been
in t roduced  he re  a s  bea r ing  upon  the  supposed
dese r t ion  o f  Dav i s ,  and  a l so  because  h i s  s t a t ement s
r ega rd ing  the  d i s con ten t  o f  those  engaged  in  th i s
exped i t ion  a r e  fu l l y  co r robo ra t ed ,  no t  on ly  by  the
h i s to r i an  o f  Dav i s ' s  voyage ,  bu t  a l so  by  Cavend i sh
h imse l f .  

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t  
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di s loya l t y  o f  Dav i s  i s  no t  tha t  he  wi l fu l ly  abandoned
h i s  ch ie f ,  bu t  tha t  be ing  s epara t ed  f rom h im in  the
fog  o f f  Por t  Des i r e ,  he  d id  not  u s e  h i s  u tmos t
endeavour s  to  r e jo in  h im,  knowing  tha t  Cavend i sh  
had  re l inqu i shed  a l l  fu r ther  ideas  o f  p ro secu t ing  the
voyage  in to  the  South  Sea s .   From Davi s ’ s  sub-
s equen t  ac t ions  no  one  can ,  fo r  one  moment ,  accuse
h im o f  no t  z ea lou s ly  a t t empt ing  to  c a r ry  ou t  the
ob j ec t  o f  the  exped i t ion ,  hav ing ,  in  sp i t e  o f  g r ea t
hardsh ip  and  su f f e r ing ,  and  adve r s e  w inds  and  cu r -  
r en t s ,  th r i c e  a t t empted  to  push  h i s  way  in to  the
South  Seas .  He  g ive s  h i s  own  ac count  o f  the
separat ion in his  dedicat ion to the Seaman’s  Secrets . 1 

Dav i s  ev iden t l y  an t i c ipa t ed  tha t  a  charge  o f
de s e r t ion  wou ld  be  b rought  aga in s t  h im,  o the rw i s e  
he  wou ld  not  have  p roposed  the  s ign ing  by  the
sh ip ' s  company  o f  a  t e s t imon ia l  a cqu i t t ing  h im o f  
hav ing  purpose ly  and  de s igned ly  abandoned  h i s
genera l . 2   I t  i s  a  cu r ious  f ac t  tha t  John  J ane ,  the
author  o f  the  account  o f  the  exped i t ion ,  a  t r i ed  and
t ru s ty  f r i end  o f  Dav i s ,  who  had  accompan ied  h im in
mos t  o f  h i s  voyage s ,  d id  no t  s i gn  th i s  paper .    I t
bea r s  on ly  fo r t y  s ignatu re s ,  ou t  o f  the  s even ty - s i x
tha t  composed  the  c r ew  o f  the  Des i r e  when  she  l e f t
Eng land  t en  months  be fo re .  

That  Dav i s  h imse l f  wro t e  an  account  o f  th i s
voyage ,  toge the r  w i th  a  de s c r ip t ion  o f  the  S t r a i t  o f
Mage l l an ,  i s  ev iden t  f rom a l lu s ion s  made  to  i t  in  h i s
“Wor lde ' s  Hydrograph ica l  Descr ip t ion” .   I t  i s  much  

 1 See  page s  280  and  281 .  
 2  See  page  103 .  
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to  be  r eg re t t ed  tha t  th i s  account  and  h i s  su rvey  a r e
nowhere  to  be  found .  

A c c o r d in g  t o  D a v i s ,  P o r t  D e s i r e  w a s  n a m e d  a s
o n e  o f  t h e  r e n d e z v o u s  w he r e  t h e  s h ip s  w e r e  t o
a s s e m b l e  i n  c a s e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h i t h e r  D a v i s
immediately went on los ing his  chief ,  but  Cavendish
s t o o d  o n  f o r  B r a z i l .    H a d  h e  g o n e  t o  P o r t  D e s i r e
he  wou ld  have  f oun d  two  o f  h i s  m i s s in g  squadron ,
the  Des i r e  an d  the  B la ck  P innac e .  

Taking every  thing into cons iderat ion,  Davis  can-
not ,  with jus t ice ,  be  accused of  having wi l fu l ly
deserted his  commanding of f icer .    He los t  h im in  a
thick fog,  and afterwards  did his  utmost ,  according
to his  own judgment ,  to  re jo in  him.  

I t  w a s  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  D a v i s  d i s c o v e r e d
t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s ,  a n  ho n o u r  t h a t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  
a c c r e d i t e d  t o  S i r  R i c h a r d  H a w k in s ,  w h o ,  ho w ev e r ,  
d id  n o t  s i g h t  t h e m  u n t i l  1 5 9 4 ,  o r  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r
they  had  been  d i s cove red  by  John  Dav i s . 1    Admira l
Burney  adopted  the  n ame  o f  “Dav i s ' s  Southern
I s l ands”  fo r  the  Fa lk l and  I s l e s . 2 

John Davis ,  a f ter  h is  return f rom the unfortunate
voyage to  the  Stra i t s  of  Magel lan  in  1593,  was  en-
gaged in  the preparat ion of  two important  naut ica l
w o r k s  ;  o n e  e n t i t l e d  t h e  S eaman ’ s  S e c r e t s , 3  t h e  f i r s t  
       1    See  note  2 ,  page  108.
       2    See  Burney’s  account  of  the  second voyage  of  Cavendish ,  in  h i s
Voyages  to  the South Sea ,  vol .  i i ,  chap,  v i i ,  pages  98 to 107.  
   3  E n t e r e d  a t  S t a t i o n e r s ’  H a l l  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3 r d ,  1 5 9 4 ,  b y  t h e
p r i n t e r ,  Th om a s  D a w s on .     S e e  S t a t i o n e r s ’   R e g i s t e r ,  i i ,  p a g e  3 1 2 .  
N o  c o p y  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d .   I  h a v e  u s e d  t h e
s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  1 6 0 7  f o r  t h e  r e p r i n t  i n  t h i s  v o l u m e .
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e d i t i o n  o f  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 5 9 4 ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r
the  Worlde ’ s  Hydrographica l  Descr ip t ion ,  which  was
publ i shed in  May 1595. 1

When the  age  o f  d i scovery  was  commenced with
the  voyage s  o f  Columbus  and Vasco  da  Gama,  the
prac t ica l  importance of  as t ronomical  s tudies  became
apparent ;  and the  demand for  ins t ruc t ion  in  the  ar t
o f  nav igat ion  kept  increas ing ,  a s  the  th i r s t  for  mar i -
t ime enterpr i s e  ex tended f rom the  Iber ian  pen insu la
to  France ,  England and Hol land.     Reg iomontanus , 2

whose  rea l  name was  Johann Mul le r ,  a  nat ive  o f
K o e n i s g b e r g  i n  F r a n c o n i a ,  a n d  a  p u p i l  o f  P u r -
bach 3 o f  V i en n a ,  c o m p u t e d  t h e  a s t ron omica l  Ephe -
m e r id e s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 4 7 5  t o  1 5 0 6 ,  w h i c h  w e r e
u s e d  b y  D a  G am a  a n d  C o l u m b u s .    M a r t in  B e h a im
of  Nuremburg ,  who  in ven t ed  t h e  a p p l i c a t i on  o f  t h e  
       1  Th e r e  i s  a  co p y  i n  t h e  G r e n v i l l e  L i b r a r y  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Mu s e um ,
a n d  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  L e n o x  L i b r a r y  a t  N e w   Y o r k .    I t  w a s  r e p r i n t e d
i n  t h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  H a k l y u t  i n  1 8 1 2 . 
  2  R e g i o m o n t a n u s  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 4 3 6 ,  a n d  s t u d i e d  a s t r o n o m y
u n d e r  P u r b a c h  a t  V e i n n a .    H e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f
P to l e m y ’ s  A lmag e s t ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  b e g u n  b y  Pu r b a c h .      I n  1 4 6 1 ,
R e g i o m o n t a n u s  w e n t  t o  I t a l y ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  1 4 6 4 ,
w h e n  h e  s u c c e d e d  h i s  o l d  m a s t e r  a s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A s t r o n o m y  a t
V i e n n a .    W h i l e  i n  I t a l y  h e  c o m p o s e d  h i s  w o r k  o n  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f
p l a n e  a n d  s p h e r i c a l  t r i a n g l e s ,  w i t h  a  t a b l e  o f  n a t u r a l  s i n e s .     S i x t u s
I V ,  w h o  c o n t e m p l a t e d  a  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a l e n d a r ,  m a d e  R e g i o -
m o n t a n u s  A r ch b i s h op  o f  R a t i s b o n .      H e  t h e n  w e n t  t o  R o m e ,  w h e r e
h e  d i e d  i n  1 4 7 5 .

  3 G e o r g e  P u r b a ch  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 42 3 .  H e  w a s  P r o f e s s o r  o f
A s t r o n o m y  a t  V i e n n a ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  s e v e r a l  a s t r o n o m i c a l  i n s t r u -
m e n t s ,  a n d  c om m e n c e d  t h e  c a l cu l a t i on  o f  a  t a b l e  o f  s i n e s  a n d  t h e
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l m a g e s t ,  w h i c h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  h i s  p u p i l .
H e  d i e d  i n  1 4 6 1 .
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a s t ro labe to  navigat ion,  and constructed the ear l ies t
g lobe now extant ,  was  a  pupi l  of  Regiomontanus .  
S p a n i s h  s t u d e n t s  o f  n a v i g a t i o n  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
s t u d y  t h e  w o rk s  o f  P u r b a c h  a n d  h i s  p u p i l s ,  f o r  t h e
n e x t  t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  ; 1  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e
m id d l e  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  a  g e n e r a l  wo r k
on navigation was complied for the use of seamen.   

T h e  f i r s t  p r a c t i c a l  b o o k  o n  n av i g a t i o n 2  w a s  w r i -
t t e n  b y  P e d r o  d e  M e d in a ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  a t  V a l l a -
d o l i d ,  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  Ar t e  d e  Nave ga r ,  i n  1 5 4 5  ;  a n d
t h e  s e c o n d  a p p ea r e d  a t  S e v i l l e ,  i n  1 5 5 6 ,  b e in g  t h e
w o r k  o f  M a r t in  C o r t e s ,  e n t i t l e d  “ a  b r i e f  c o m p e n -
d iu m  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  a n d  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  n a v i g a t i n g ,
w i t h  n e w  in s t r u m e n t s  a n d  r u l e s . ” 3     T h e  b o o k s  o f  
    1  I n  1 6 3 6  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i n s t r u c t i on  o r d e r e d  t o  b e  g i v e n  by  t h e
C o s m o g r a p h e r  o f  t h e  I n d i e s  w a s  a s  f o l l ow s : —  H e  h a d  t o  d e l i v e r
t h r e e  y e a r l y  c ou r s e s  o f  l e c t u r e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  a t t e n d e d  b y  y o u n g
o f f i c e r s  a n d  p i l o t s .    Th e  c o u r s e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  w a s  a r i t h m e t i c
a n d  t h e  De Spho e r a  Mu nd i  o f  S a c r o b o s c o .    T h e  s e c o n d  y e a r ’ s
c o u r s e  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  s i x  b o o k s  o f  E u c l i d ,  a r c s  a n d  c h o r d s ,
r ight  s ines ,  tangents ,  and secants ,  the  Alphons ine  Tables ,  Purbach ’s
theory  o f  the  p lanets ,  and the  book of  spher ica l  t r i angle s  by Regio-
m o n t a n u s .     T h e  t h i r d  y e a r ’ s  c o u r s e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  A l m a g e s t  o f
P t o l e m y ,  c o s m o g r a p h y  a n d  t h e  a r t  o f  n a v i g a t i o n ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e
a s t r o l a b e  a n d  i t s  m e c h a n i s m ,  t h e  u s e  a n d  a d j u s tm e n t s  o f  o th e r  i n -
s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h e
h e a v e n l y  b o d i e s .

S e e  t h e  O r d e n a n z a s  d e l  C o n s e j o  R e a l  d e  l a s  I n d i a s  p o r  e l  R e y
F e l i p e  I V  1 6 3 6 ,  c c x x v i i i  t o  c c x l i i i .     A l s o  R e c o p i l a c i o n  d e  l o s  l e y e s
d e  l o s  r e yno s  de l  l a s  India s ,  Car l o s  I I ,  t om .  I ,  p .  185  (L ib .  i i ,  t i tu l o
X I I I ,  L eye s  a  5 ) .
    2    T h e  S u m a  d e  G e o g r a f i a  o f  E n c i s c o  i s  s c a r c e l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  r a n k
a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  b o o k  f o r  o r d i n a r y  u s e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  c o n t a i n s  t a b l e s  o f
d e c l i n a t i o n .  
  3   B r e v e  c o m p e n d i o  d e  l a  S p h e r a ,  y  d e  l a  A r t e  d e  N a v e g a r ,  c o n
nuevo s  i n s t rumen t s  y  r e g l o s  :  p o r  M.  Mar t in  Co r t e s  ( S e v i l l a ,  1 5 55 6 ) .  
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M ed in a  an d  C o r t e s  c o n t a in e d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
P t o l e m a i c  hy p o t h e s i s  ;  a  c a l e n d a r  a n d  r u l e s  t o  f i n d
t h e  p r im e  a n d  e p a c t ,  t h e  m o o n ’ s  a g e ,  a n d  t i m e  o f
t i d e s  ;  u s e  o f  t h e  c o m p a s s ;  t a b l e s  o f  t h e  s u n ’ s  d e c l i -
n a t i o n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  ;  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s e a
c h a r t ,  a s t r o l a b e ,  a n d  c r o s s  s t a f f .     C o n t e m p o r a r y
w i t h  t h e s e  w o r k s  w e r e  t h e  l a b o u r s  o f  G e m m a  t h e
F r i s i a n  a t  A n t w e r p ,  w h o  a m o n g  o t h e r  im p r o v e -
ments ,  invented a  new cross  s ta f f  in  1545,  and pub-
ished his  De Princ ip i i s  As tronomiae .   The great
demand for  ins t ruct ion in  a l l  the  mari t ime coun-
tr ies  of  Europe,  led to  numerous  t rans lat ions  of  the
f i r s t  Spanish books  on navigat ion.   I ta l ian  and
French edit ions  of  Medina came out  at  Venice  and
Lyons  in  1554,  and a  Flemish edit ion at  Antwerp in
1580. 1   I t  was  a l so  t rans lated into Dutch by  Mart in
Everart  Brug at  Amsterdam in  1598, 2 and into
Engl i sh by J .  Frampton in  1581.  But  the  work of
Cortes  was  more popular  in  England.   At  the
suggest ion of  Stephen Burrough,  the  Arct ic  navi-
gator  and dis t inguished pi lot ,  R ichard Eden pub-
l i shed an Engl i sh  t rans lat ion of  Cortes  in  1561,  of
which there  were  severa l  edit ions .
       1   T h e  e d i t i o n  o f  M e d i n a ,  w h i c h  wa s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  A n t w e r p  i n
1 5 8 0 ,  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  ;  f o r  a  c op y  o f  i t  wa s  t a k e n  u p  t o  t h e
A r c t i c  R e g i o n s  b y  Ba r e n t s  i n  t h i s  t h i r d  v o y a g e ,  a n d  w a s  f o u n d  b y
C a p t a i n  C a r l s e n  a t  I c e  H a v e n  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  l y i n g  t h e r e
s i n c e  1 5 9 6 .     I t  i s  n o w  i n  t h e  N a v a l  m u s e u m  a t  t h e  H a g ue .      I t  i s
a  q u a r t o  v o l u m e ,  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  A r t  o f  N a v i g a t i o n ,  b y  P e d r o  d e
M e d i n a ,  w i t h  t h e  n e w  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  M i c h e l  C o i gn e t .
   2  T h i s  n e w  e d i t i o n ,  b y  M a r t i n  E v e r a r t  B r u g ,  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n
1 5 9 8  b y  C o r n e l i s  C l a e s z  a t  A m s t e r d a m .     I t  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  t h e
n e w  i n s t r u c t i o n s  b y  C o i g n e t .
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W h e n  M a r t in  F r o b i s h e r  u n d e r t o o k  h i s  f i r s t  v o y -
a g e  in  1 5 7 6 ,  h e  w a s  o f  c o u r s e  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  t h e
b e s t  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  w o r k s  o f  n av i g a t i o n  t h e n  in
e x i s t e n c e .     A  l i s t  o f  t h e m  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .    H e
h a d  a  F r e n c h  b o o k  o n  c o s m o g r a p h y  b y  A n d r e a s
Theve t ,  a  Span i sh  ed i t ion  o f  Medina ,  a  g r ea t  g lobe
in blank, a nautical  sphere,  a clock,  an astronomical
r i n g ,  a n d  a n  a s t r o l a b e ,  a  c r o s s  s t a f f ,  t w e n t y  c o m -
p a s s e s  o f  s o r t s ,  e i g h t e e n  h o u r  g l a s s e s ,  a  g r e a t  c h a r t
o f  n a v i g a t i o n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  m a p  b y  M er c a t o r ,  a n d
t h r e e  s m a l l  p r in t ed  c h a r t s .

T h e  b e s t  E n g l i s h  n a v i g a t i o n  b o o k ,  w h e n  D a v i s
w ro t e ,  w a s  t h e  R eg im en t  o f  t h e  S ea  b y  W i l l i a m
B o u r n e ,  w h i c h  w a s  d e s i g n ed  a s  a  s u p p l e m e n t  t o  t h e
w o r k  o f  C o r t e s .     A m o n g  o t h e r  n e w  m a t t e r s  i t  g i v e s
t h e  p l a c e s  a n d  d e c l i n a t i o n s  o f  t h i r t y - t w o  p r in c ip a l
s t a r s ,  a n d  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  l o g  a n d  l i n e . 1     T h e  f i r s t  
     1 T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a c c o un t  o f  t h e  l og  a n d  l i n e .  
B ou r n e  s a y s : —  “ T o  k n o w e  t h e  s h i p p e s  w a y  s om e  d o e  u s e  t h i s ,
w h i c h  ( a s  I  t a k e  i t )  i s  v e r y  g o o d .     T h e y  h a v e  a  p e e c e  o f  w o o d ,
a n d  a  l i n e  t o  v e r e  o u t  o v e r  b o o r d ,  w h i c h  t h e y  m a k e  f a s t  a  o n e
e n d e d  ;  a n d  a t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,  t h e y  h a v e  a  p e e c e
o f  a  l i n e  w h i c h  t h e y  m a k e  f a s t  w i t h  a  s m a l l  t h r e a d  t o  s t a n d  l i k e
u n t o  a  c r o w  f o o t e  :  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  d r i v e  a s t e r n e
a s  f a s t  a s  t h e  s h i p p e  d o t h  g o  a w a y  f r o m  i t ,  a l w a i e s  h a v i n g  y e  l i n e
s o  r e a d y  t h a t  i t  g o e t h  o u t  s o  f a s t  a s  t h e  s h i p  g o e t h .   I n  l i k e
m a n n e r ,  t h e y  h a v e  a n  h o u r e  g l a s s e  o f  a  m i n u t e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  l i n e
b e i n g  o u t  m a y  b e  s t o p t  j u s t  w i t h  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  g l a s s  i s  o u t .  
W h i c h  d o n e ,  t h e y  h a l e  i n  t h e  l o g g e  o r  p i e c e  o f  w o o d ,  a n d  l o o k e
h o w  m a n y  f a d o m  t h e  s h i p p e  h a t h  g o n e  i n  t h a t  t i m e .    T h a t  b e i n g
k n o w n ,  t h e y  m u l t i p l y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  f a t h o m s  b y  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f
t h e  t i m e ,  o r  p a r t  o f  a n  h o u r .    W h e r e b y  y o u  m a y  k n o w  h o w  m a n y
l e a g u e s  t h e  s h i p p e  g o e t h  i n  a n  h o u r . ”  —  B o u r n e ’ s  R e g i m e n t  o f  t h e
S e a ,  H o o d ’ s  e d i t i o n  o f  1 5 9 6 ,  p .  4 8 .
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e d i t i o n  o f  B o u r n e  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 5 7 7 ,  a n d  l a t e r
e d i t i o n s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  o u t ,  w i t h  a d d i t i o n s  b y  D r .
Hood .   D i s cove r i e s  an d  improvemen t s  were  f o l l ow-
in g  e a c h  o t h e r  r a p id l y  i n  E n g l a n d  in  t h o s e  d a y s .  
R o b e r t  N o r m a n ,  t h e  h y d r o g r ap h e r ,  o b s e r v e d  f o r
the variation of the compass, and discovered the dip of
t h e  n e e d l e  in  1 5 7 6 .   E dw a rd  Wr i g h t  s h o w e d  t h e
t r u e  m e t h o d  o f  p r o j e c t i n g  a  c h a r t  o n  t h e  p l a n  a t t r i -
b u t e d  t o  M e r c a t o r  ;  a n d  B r i g g s  l a b o u r ed  t o  i n t r o -
d u c e  t h e  u s e  o f  l o g a r i t h m s . 1    M a n y  t r e a t i s e s  o n  t h e
u s e  o f  g l o b e s  an d  in s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d ,  a s
w e l l  a s  o n  n av i g a t i o n  ;  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  ap p e a r s  t o
be so  interes t ing that  I  have  endeavoured to  enume-
rate  the  works  re lat ing to  navigat ion which were
writ ten  dur ing the age  of  El izabeth .    This  l i s t  i s
pr inted in  the  Appendix.

The object  of  Davis  in  the  publ ica t ion  o f  his
Seaman’ s  Secre t s  was  to  furnish a  pract ica l  guide to
the sa i lor ,  and to  impart  the  amount  of  sc ient i f ic
knowledge which is necessary for the due comprehen-
s i o n  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  n av i g a t i o n .   O t h e r  w o r k s  w e r e
m o r e  e l a b o r a t e ,  a n d  g a v e  a s  m u c h  s p a c e  t o  t h e
      1   H e n r y  B r i g g s ,  a  Y o r k s h i r e m a n ,  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 5 5 6 ,  a n d  b e c a m e
P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o m e t r y  a t  O x f o r d  i n  1 5 9 6 .   H e  p r o m o t e d  t h e  u s e
o f  l o g a r i th m s  e x p l a i n e d  b y  N ap i e r  i n  161 4 ,  a n d  we n t  t o  E d i n b u r g h
t o  c o n f e r  w i th  N a p i e r  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .     I n  1 6 2 4  h e  p r i n t e d  Ar i t h -
me t i c a  Lo ga r i t hmi c a .     H e  a l s o  b r o u gh t  o u t  th e  f i r s t  s i x  b o o k s  o f
E u c l i d ,  a n d  w r o t e  a  t r e a t i s e  o n  t h e  N o r t h - w e s t  P a s s a g e .     H e  w a s
a  p r o m o t e r  o f  t h e  v o y a g e s  o f  S i r  T h o m a s  B u t t o n  a n d  L u k e  F o x .  
H e  d i e d  o n  J a n u a r y  2 6 t h ,  1 6 3 0 ,  a t  O x f o r d .    F o x ,  w h o  s a i l e d  i n
1 6 3 1 ,  n a m e d  a  g r o u p  o f  i s l a n d s  i n  H u d s o n ’ s  B a y ,  “ B r i g g s  h i s
M a t h e m a t i c k e s ” .
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t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  a b s t r a c t  s e c t i o n s  a s  t o  p r a c t i c a l
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  a i m  o f  D a v i s  w a s  t o  b r i n g
t o g e t h e r  a  b r i e f  r e l a t i o n  o f  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s  a s  i n  h i s
s e v e r a l  v o yage s  h e  h ad ,  f r o m  e x p e r i en c e ,  co l l e c t ed .
T h e  t r e a t i s e  g i v e s  a n  e x a c t  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i d e a
of  the  s tate  of  the  sc ient i f ic  knowledge of  navigat ion
at  the  t ime when some of  the  most  memorable
mari t ime enterprises  were  undertaken .  The infor-
mat ion is  arranged in  the form of  dia logues .   The
Seaman’ s  S e c r e t s  supplanted the t rans lat ions  of
Cortes ,  and was  very  popular ,  pass ing through e ight
edit ions  between 1594 and 1657.

Davis  was  certa in ly  one of  the  most  accompl ished
s e a m e n  o f  h i s  a g e .   S i r  R o b e r t  D u d l e y  an d  S i r
W i l l i a m  M o n s o n  s p e a k  o f  h im  a s  a  m o s t  l e a rn e d
mariner  and a good mathemat ic ian . 1   Davis  invented 
   1  “ C a p i t a n o  G i o v a n n i  D a v i s  I n g l e s e  e r a  d o t t i s i m o  m a r i n e r o  e
b u o n  m a t e m a t i c o . ”   ( A r c a n o  d e  M a r e ,  l i b .  I I ,  c a p .  v ) .  T h i s
s u p e r b  w o r k ,  i n  t h r e e  f o l i o  v o l u m e s ,  w a s  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  a t
F l o r e n c e  i n  1 6 4 6 ,  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t i t l e ,  D e l l ’  A r c a n o  d e  M a r e
d i  D .  R u b e r t o  D u d l e o ,  D u c a  d i  N o r t u m b r i a  e  C o n t e  d i   W a r w i c k .
L i b r i  S e i .   T h e  f i r s t  b o o k  i s  o n  l o n g i t u d e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  o n  g e n e r a l
c h a r t s  a n d  p o r t o l a n i ,  t h e  t h i r d  o n  d i s c i p l i n e  a t  s e a  a n d  n a v a l
t ac t i c s ,  the  four th  on  nava l  a r ch i tec ture  and  for t i f i ca t ion ,  the  f i f th
on  nav iga t ion  and  sp i r a l  and  grea t  c i r c l e  s a i l ing ,  and  the  s i x th
conta in s  an  a t l a s  o f  spec i a l  cha r t s .  The  p l a te s  a r e  v e r y  f ine ,  and
i n c l u d e  e l a b o r a t e  f i g u r e s  o f  a l l  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h e n  i n  u s e  o n
b o a r d  s h i p .    T h e  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  A r c a no  d e  M a r e ,  a p p e a r e d
a t  F l o r e n c e  i n  1 6 6 1 ,  t w e l v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  d e a th .  
     R o b e r t  D u d l e y ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  A r c a n o  d e  Ma r e ,  wa s  a  v e r y
r e m a r k a b l e  m a n .   H e  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  R ob e r t  D u d l e y ,  E a r l  o f
L e i c e s t e r ,  b y  L a d y  D o u g l a s  H o w a r d ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  L o r d  H o wa r d  o f
E f f i n g h a m  a n d  w i d o w  o f  L o r d  S h e f f i e l d .   H i s  l e g i t i m a c y  w a s
u n j u s t l y  d i s p u t e d ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  h e  r e t i r e d  t o  I t a l y .   B e f o r e  h e  l e f t
E n g l a n d  h e  h a d  s e e n  s e r v i c e  a t  s e a ,  w a s  g e n e r a l  o f  a  f l e e t  w h i c h  
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a  n e w  in s t r u m e n t  c a l l e d  t h e  b a c k  s t a f f ,  d e s i g n e d  t o
be an improvement  on the o ld cross  s ta f f ,  for  observ-
ing the a l t i tude of  heavenly  bodies  ;  and he was
foremost  in  the  adopt ion of  a l l  new invent ions  in  the
sc ience of  navigat ion.

Davi s  dedicated the Seaman’ s  Secre t s  to  Lord
H o w a r d  E f f in g h a m ,  t h e  L o r d  h i g h  A dm i r a l ,  w h o ,
s i x  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  h a d  d e f e a t e d  t h e  S p a n i s h  A r m ada .  
I n  t h e  d ed i c a t o r y  l e t t e r  h e  a l l u d e s  t o  h i s  t h r e e
A r c t i c  v o y age s ,  an d  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  a t t em p t s  t o  dis-
c o v e r  a  p a s s a g e  w e r e  a b a n d o n e d  o w in g  t o  t h e  d e a t h
o f  t h e i r  c h i e f  p a t r o n ,  S i r  F r a n c i s  W a l s i n gh a m .    H e
t h e n  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  v o y a g e  i n  t h e  f l e e t  o f  C a v en d i s h ,
w h i c h  h e  u n d e r t o o k  o w in g  t o  h i s  v e h e m e n t  d e s i r e
t o  a t t e m p t  t h e  p a s s a g e  f r o m  t he  S o u t h  S e a .   H e
d e f e n d s  h im s e l f  a g a in s t  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  h a v in g  d e -
s e r t ed  C a v e n d i s h ,  b r i e f l y  a n d  w i t h  d i gn i t y .   I n
conclusion he refers  to the excel lence of  Engl ishmen
in mathematics  and map-making,  in  engraving and
shipbuilding,  and,  above al l ,  as  navigators  and sea-
men,  in which art  of  seamanship,  he declares ,  “wee
a r e  n o t  t o  b e  m a t c h e d  b y  a n y  n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h ” .
w e n t  t o  th e  W e s t  I n d i e s  i n  1 5 9 4 ,  a n d  w i t h  E s s e x  a t  t h e  s a c k  o f
C a d i z .    H e  w a s  g i f t e d  w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t a l e n t ,  a n d  w a s  s k i l l e d
i n  v a r i o u s  s c i e n c e s .   T h e  E m p e r o r  F e r d i n a n d  I I  c r e a t e d  h i m  a
D u k e  i n  1 6 2 0 ,  a n d  h e  c a l l e d  h i m s e l f  D u k e  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d .  
H e  d i e d  i n  1 6 4 9  a t  F l o r e n c e .
    S i r  W i l l i a m  M o n s o n ,  i n  h i s  N a v a l  T r a c t s ,  w h e n  h e  a d v o c a t e s
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  l e c t u r e  o n  n a v i g a t i o n ,  s a y s  :  “  W h a t  m a d e
J o h n  D a v i s  s o  f a m o u s  f o r  n a v i g a t i o n  b u t  h i s  l e a r n i n g ,  w h i c h  w a s
c o n f i r m e d  b y  e x p e r i e n c e .     T h i s  l e c t u r e  n o  d o u b t  i n  a  l i t t l e  t i m e
w i l l  m a k e  m e n  a s  f a m o u s  a s  D a v i s ,  t o  t h e  h o n o u r  a n d  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e
c o m m o n we a l t h . ”  —  M on s o n  i n  Chur ch i l l ’ s  Vo ya g e s ,  i i i ,  p .  4 0 2 .
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H e n c e  h e  c o n c e i v e s  t h a t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  n a v i g a -
t ion  i s  a  mat t e r  o f  g r ea t  moment ,  and  tha t  eve ry  man
is bound “to give his best  furtherance thereunto,
among whom, the most unmeet of al l ,  I  have pub-
lished this short treatise,  naming it  the Seaman’s
Secrets .”

The  World ’ s  Hydrog raph i ca l  De s c r ip t i on  appea r ed
i n  t h e  f o l l o w in g  y e a r .   I t  i s  c o n c e i v e d  i n  t h e  s a m e
s p i r i t  a s  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  S i r  Hu m p h r e y  G i l b e r t , 1  a
w o r k  w h i c h  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  D a v i s ,
h a v in g  b e e n  p r in t e d  i n  1 5 7 6 ,  y e t  t h e  Des c r i p t i on  i s
not  a  p lagiar i sm,  for  i t  contains  di f ferent  arguments ,
and informat ion der ived f rom greater  exper ience.

Dav i s  f i r s t  s t a t e s  t h e  a rgument s  tha t  have  been
used  aga in s t  a  nor th -wes t  pa s s age ,  and  then  an swer s
        1 “ A d i s c ou r s e  wr i t t en  b y  S i r  Humphr ey  G i l b e r t ,  K t . ,  t o  p r ov e  a
p a s s a g e  t o  C a t a y a  a n d  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ” ,  i s  p r i n t e d  i n  H a k l u y t
( 2 d   e d . ) ,  i i ,  p a g e s  3 2  t o  4 7 .   I t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t e n  c h a p t e r s .   T h e
f i r s t  i s  t o  p r o v e  b y  a u th o r i t y  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  p a s s a g e ,  i n  t h e
s e c o n d  i s  a  p r o o f  f r o m  r e a s o n ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  s h o w s  t h a t  A m e r i c a
i s  a n  i s l a n d  f r o m  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  v a r i o u s  t r a v e l l e r .   T h e  f o u r  n e x t
c h a p t e r s  d i s c u s s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  h a s  b e e n  s a i l e d
t h r o u g h  ;  a n d  i n  t h e  e i g h t h  c h a p t e r  t h e  r e a s o n s  o f  M r .  A n t h o n y
J e n k i n s o n  f o r  a  n o r t h - e a s t  p a s s a g e  a r e  c o n t e s t e d .    I n  t h e  n i n t h
c h a p t e r  i t  i s  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  p a s s a g e  i s  m o r e  c o m m o -
d i o u s  f o r  t r a f f i c ,  a n d  i n  t h e  t e n t h  t h e  m a n i f o l d  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e
d i s cove r y  a r e  s e t  f o r th .   A t  th e  c l o s e  o f  th e  d i s cour s e ,  S i r  Hum-
p h r ey  e x c l a ims  :  “He  i s  no t  wor thy  to  l i v e  a t  a l l  who  fo r  f e a r  o r
dange r  o f  d e a th  shunne th  h i s  coun t r y ’ s  s e r v i c e  o r  h i s  own  honor ,
s i n ce  de a th  i s  i n ev i t ab l e ,  a n d  t h e  f ame  o f  v i r tue  immor t a l . ”   The
g lor i ou s  de a th  o f  S i r  Humphrey  G i lbe r t  t ook  p l a c e  on l y  two  ye a r s
be fo r e  Dav i s  s a i l ed  on  h i s  f i r s t  A rc t i c  voyage .

S i r  Wi l l i am Monson ,  i n  h i s  Nava l  Tr a c t s ,  wro t e  a  d i s cour s e
conce rn ing  the  nor th -we s t  pa s s a ge ,  wh i ch  i s  i n t ended  a s  a  r ep l y  to
Gi lbe r t  and  Dav i s  (Church i l l ,  i i ,  p .  392 ) .  
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a l l  object ions .    He next ,  l ike  Sir  Humphrey Gilbert ,
a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  au t h o r i t y  o f  m an y  au t ho r s ,  a n c i e n t
a n d  m o d e r n ,  t o  s h o w  t h a t  A m er i c a  i s  a n  i s l a n d .    I n
t h i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  d i s c o u r s e  h e  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  o w n
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  f u r n i s h e s  q u a in t  d e s c r ip t i o n s  o f
s c en e ry ,  an d  some  n ew  pa r t i cu l a r s  hav in g  r e f e r en ce
t o  h i s  t h r e e  A r c t i c  v o y a g e s .   T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s o m e
in t e r e s t i n g  r em a r k s  o n  t h e  f l o t a t i o n  o f  i c e ,  an d  t h e
format ion of  icebergs  ;  and Davis  concludes  with an
enumerat ion of  the  great  advantages  to  be der ived
from the discovery  of  the  passage .   His  reasoning,
h o w e v e r  f a r - f e t c h e d  i t  m a y  ap p e a r  t o  b e  a t  t h e
p r e s e n t  d a y ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r o v e s  t h e  z e a l o u s  e n t h u -
s i a s m  w h i c h  a n im a t e d  t h i s  e n e r g e t i c  e x p lo r e r .   I n
s o m e  p a s s a g e s ,  t o w a rd s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t r e a t i s e  i t
r i s e s  t o  e l o q u e n c e .   I  c a n n o t  h e l p  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e
wish that  there were more such men now,  to awaken
England to a sense  of  the advantages  to be obtained,
and the honour to be gained,  through Arct ic  enter-
prise .

In  the  Wor ld ’ s  Hydro g raph i c a l  De s c r ip t i on ,  men t -
i o n  i s  m a d e  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  “ g l o b e  w h i c h  M r .
S a n d e r s o n  t o  h i s  v e r y  g r e a t  c h a r g e  h a t h  p u b l i s h e d ,
f o r  t h e  w h i c h  h e  d e s e r v e t h  g r e a t  f a v o u r  a n d  c o m -
m e n d a t i o n s ” . 1    D a v i s  s a y s  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h ro u g h  h im
t h a t   E m e r y  M o l y n e u x  w a s  e m p l o y e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t
t h e  g l o b e ,  a n d  t h i s  h i s  n o r t h e r n  d i s c o v e r i e s  w e r e
d e l i n e a t e d  u p o n  i t .    T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  g l o b e s ,  o n e
celest ia l  and the other terrestr ia l ,  which were the f irs t  

                                                                                           1   P a g e  2 1 1 .  
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ever constructed in this country,1 and are now in the
L ibra ry  o f  the  Midd le  Temple .    Upon  the  t e r r e s -
t r i a l  g l o b e  a r e  t h e  a rm s  o f  S a n d e r s o n ,  q u a r t e r i n g
S k i r n e ,  W a l l ,  a n d  L a n g s t o n ,  w i t h  a  L a t in  i n s c r i p -
t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w in g  E n g l i s h  r e n de r in g  :
                     “ W I L L I A M  S A N D E R S O N ,

       “ t o  y e G e n t l e  R e a d e r .

“ N o t  i n  t h e  l a p p e  o f  l e a r n e d  s k i l l  I  e u e r  w a s  u p  b r o u g h t ,
  N o r  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  S t a r r e s  ( w i t h  g r i f f e  I  g r a u n t )  wa s  t a ug h t ,
  Y e t  w h i l s t  o n  t h i s  s i d e  a r t s ,  o n  t h a t  s y d e  v e r t u e s  h o n o r ,
  M y  m i n d e  a d m i r i n g  v i e we d ,  a n d  r e s t  f i x t  v p o n  h e r  ;
  L o o ,  a t  m y  c h a r g e  t h o u  s e e s t  y e  e u e r  w h i r l i n g  s p h e r e ,
  T h e  e n d l e s  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  a n d  s e a  i n  s i g h t  a p p e a r e
  F o r  c o u n t r i e s  g o o d ,  f o r  w o r l d s  b e h o o f e ,  f o r  l e a r n i n g s  f u r t h e r a n c e ,
  W h e rb y  o u r  v e r t o u s  E n g l i s h m e n ,  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  m ay  a d v ã c e
  T o  v i s i t e  f o r r a i n e  l a n d s  w h e r e  f a r t h e s t  c o a s t e s  d o  l y e ,
  I  h a ue  t h e s e  w o r l d e s  t h u s  f o r m e d ,  a n d  w o r l d e s  g o o d  a p p l y .
  W i t h  w o r d ,  I  p r ay  y o u  f a u o r  t h e m ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  t h e m  w i t h  w i l l
  T h a t  a r t s  a n d  v e r t u e  m a y  b e  d e ck t ,  w i t h  t h e i r  d u e  h o n o r  s t i l l ,
  B u t  y f  t h a t  a n y  b e t t e r  h a u e ,  l e t  t h e m  t h e  b e t t e r  s h e we
  F o r  l e r n i n g s  s a k e ,  I  w i l l  n o t  s p a r e  y e  c h a r g e s  t o  b e s t o w e . ”  

 
  “ N o n  m e  s u s c e p i t  g r e m i o  M a t h e s i s .  .  .  .

. . . . .

“ F r o b . ,  D r a k e ,  P e t t ,  a n d  J a c km a n .

“ J o a n n e s  D a u i s  A n g l u s  a n n i s   1 5 85 ,  8 6 ,  8 7 ,  l i t t o r a  A m e r i c æ
c i r c i u m  s p e c t a n t i a  a q u i n q u a g e s i m o  q u i n o t  g r a d u  a s  7 3  s u b -
p o l a r e m  s c u t a n d o  p e r l e g i t . ”

T h e  c e l e s t i a l  g l o b e  b e a r s  t h e  d a t e  1 5 9 2 .  T h e
t e r r e s t r i a l  w a s  f i n i s h e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  b u t  t h e
or ig inal  date  has  been omit ted.    Some addit ions  were
s u b s e q u e n t l y  m a d e .   I t  n o w  s h o w s ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e
         1    T h e  o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  g l o b e  w a s  m a d e  b y  M a r t i n  B e h a i m  i n
1 4 9 2 ,  a n d  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  a t  N u r e m b u r g .  
The g lobe  of  Mercator ,  publ i shed a t  Louva in,  dates  f rom 1541.
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d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  D a v i s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h o s e  o f  W i l l e m
B a r e n t s ,  t h e  D u t c h  n a v i g a t o r ,  t h e  r e c o rd  o f  w h o s e
voyage did not reach Holland until 1598.  The date
1603 was put on the globe when the discoveries of
B a r e n t s  w e r e  d r a w n  u p o n  i t .    T he  g l o b e  i s  t w o  f e e t
i n  d i a m e t e r .

H a k l u y t ,  i n  t h e  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r ,  i n  h i s
Pr in c i pa l  Nav i ga t i on s ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  1 5 8 9 ,  w a s  t h e
f i r s t  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f a m o u s
g l o b e s ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w in g  w o r d s  :  “ A  v e r y  l a r g e  a n d
most exact terrestrial  globe,  collected and reformed
according to the newest,  secretest ,  and latest  dis-
coveries,  both Spanish,  Portugall ,  and English,  com-
p o s e d  b y  M .  E m e r r i e  M o l l i n e u x  o f  L a m b e t h ,  a  r a r e
g e n t l e m a n  in  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n ,  b e in g  t h e r in  d i v e r s
yeere s  grea t ly  supported  by  the  purse  and l ibera l i t i e
of the worshipfull  marchant M. Will iam Sanderson.” 
Hakluyt  adds  that  he  has  content ed  h imse l f  w i th
g i v in g ,  i n  h i s  v o l u m e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  g en e r a l  m a p s
of  the  world (namely ,  one by Orte l ius)  to  serve  unt i l
the  g lobe shal l  come out .   This  was  in  1589.   The
globe came out in 1592. 

A manual  for  the  use  of  the Molyneux g lobes  was
publ i shed in  1592,  by T.  Hood,  of  Trin ity  Col lege ,
C a m b r id g e  ;  a n d  a n o t h e r  m a n u a l  b y  R o b e r t  H u e s , 1  
    1   R o b e r t  H u e s  ( o r  H u s i u s )  w a s  b o r n  n e a r  L e o m i n s t e r ,  i n  1 55 3 ,
a n d  e n t e r e d  a s  a  s e r v i t o r  a t  B r a z e n o s e  C o l l e g e ,  O x f o r d .    W h e n
h e  t o o k  h i s  d e g r e e ,  h e  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  g o o d  G r e e k  s ch o l a r ,  a n d  a
s o b e r  a n d  s e r i o u s  s tuden t .   He  a f t e r w a r d s  b e c a m e  s k i l l e d  i n  m a th e -
m a t i c s  a n d  g e o g r a p h y  ;  a n d  i n  15 93  h e  p u b l i s h e d  th e  Tra c t a tu s  d e
g l ob i s  e t  e o r em  u su ,  a c c om m o da tu s  i i s  qu i  London i  ed i t i  s un t  :  an .
1573 ,  s umpt ibu s  Gu l i e lm i  Sande r s o n i :  C i v . ,  Lond .    H u e s  d i e d  a t
O x f o r d  o n  M a y  2 4 th 1 6 3 2 ,  a g e d  7 9 .
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a p p e a r e d  in  1 5 9 3 .   I t  i s  i n  L a t in ,  e n t i t l e d  Tra c t a tu s
d e  G l ob i s  e t  e o rum u su  ;  an d  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o
D u t c h  b y  H o n d iu s  i n  1 5 9 6 .    B u t  t h e  b e s t  d e s c r i p -
t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b e s  w i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n  B lu n d e r v i l l e ’ s
E xe r c i s e s . 1  H e  c o m p a r e s  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  g l o b e  o f
M o l y n e u x  w i t h  t h a t  o f  M e r c a t o r  ( 1 5 4 1 ) ,  a n d  e x -
p l a in s  a l l  t h e  a dd i t i o n s  a n d  c o r r e c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e
b e e n  m ade  on  the  fo rmer ,  in c lud in g  the  d i s c o v e r i e s
o f  F r o b i s h e r  an d  D a v i s ,  t h e  n e w  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  E a s t
and West Indies ,  which were unknown to Mercator ;
and the two l ines,  one red and the other blue,  which
show the circumnavigating r o u t e s  o f  D r a k e  a n d
C a v en d i s h .

I t  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  M o ly n e u x  w a s  a l s o  t h e
constructor of the “New Map” which il lustrates this
volume.  B u t  i t  i s  m o s t  c e r t a in  t h a t  t h e  m a p  w a s
drawn by that great mathematician Edward Wright.  
T h e  d e l in e a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  D a v i s  o n  t h e
g l o b e  a n d  o n  t h e  m a p ,  i s  i d e n t i c a l .   T h i s  g o e s  f a r  t o
prove that Davis himself  assisted in the preparation
both of the globe and the map.

There are two notices  of John Davis,  in the corre-
spondence at the State Paper Office,  which relate to
th is  per iod (1593 to  1596).    One is  in  a  le t ter  f rom
Sir  Walter  Rale igh to  Sir  Robert  Ceci l ,  dated March
3rd,  1594 (1595).  In  i t  S i r  Walter  ment ions  that
Captain Davis  is  accused of  some notor ious  v i l lany by
one Milburne,  but  that  the  matter  has  been ex-
amined by some of  the  bes t  gent lemen in  Devonshire ,
     1  M .  B l u nd e r v i l l e ,  H i s  E x e r c i s e s ,  c o n t a i n in g  E i g h t  T r e a t i e s  ( 4 th

e d i t i o n ) ,  1 6 1 3 ,  p .  5 1 3 .   T h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 5 9 4 .  
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and nothing was  proved,  yet  Davis  had been sent  up
to London in  charge of  a  pursuivant .   Rale igh asks
f avour  fo r  Dav i s  and  l eave  fo r  h im to  depar t .  He
adds  tha t  Mi lburne ,  who  accu se s  h im,  had  s educed
h i s  w i f e  dur ing  h i s  ab sence ,  tha t  he  i s  a  d i s so lu t e
pe r son  w i th  noth ing  to  l o s e ,  and  l ike  to  be  hanged
fo r  co in in g .   The  o the r  i s  a  l e t t e r  f rom S i r  Rober t
Young  to  S i r  Rober t  Cec i l ,  da t ed  March  15th ,  1596 .  
S i r  Rober t  r epor t s  tha t  the  d i l i g ence ,  f ide l i t y ,  and
inte l l igence  o f  John Davi s ,  in  A l l f i e ld ' s  mat t e r ,  have
b e e n  v e r y  g r e a t ;  t h a t  h e  t o o k  a l l  A l l f i e l d s  b o o k s
t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  We s t  C o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  w e r e  v e r y
ev i l  an d  s ed i t ious ,  and  s en t  them to  S i r  R .  Young  ;
and  tha t  Dav i s ' s  bonds  have  been  t aken ,  w i th  su re ty
fo r  h i s  appearance  in  twenty  day s  a f t e r  warn ing
g iven  a t  B lacka l l e r ' s  house  in  Dar tmouth .  

These  l e t t e r s  r e f e r  to  t r an sac t ion s  o f  l i t t l e  im-
por t ance ,  the  c lue s  to  the  fu l l  h i s to ry  o f  wh ich  a r e
lo s t .    They  a re  on ly  r e f e r r ed  to  in  o rder  to  enume-
rate  a l l  the  ex is t ing sources  of  in format ion respect ing 
the  l i fe  of  Davis .  

Dur ing  the  y e a r s  1596  and 1597  there  i s  r ea son
for  the  be l i e f  tha t  John  Dav i s  was  s e rv ing  under  the  
Ear l  o f  E s s ex  in  the  exped i t ion  to  Cad iz  and  the
voyage  to  the  Azore s .    I t  appear s  tha t  he  took
se rv i c e  w i th  the  Dutch  in  the i r  voyage  to  the  Eas t
Ind ie s  in  1598 ,  a t  the  sugge s t ion  o f  E s sex ,  and  tha t  
he  had  p rev ious ly  become acqua in t ed  w i th  the  Ear l .  
We f ind  a l so ,  f rom a  pa s s age  in  h i s  account  o f  the
Dutch  voyage ,  tha t  he  had  ce r t a in ly  s een  ac t i ve
s e rv i c e  un der  Es sex ,  and  th i s  cou ld  on ly  have  been  
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dur ing  1596  o r  1597 .   He  s ay s  t ha t  h e  and  an
English comrade “undertook to order these Fel lowes,  
f r o m  t h a t  e x c e l l e n t  m e t h o d e  w e e  h a d  s e e n e  i n
y o u r  L o r d s h i p ’ s  m o s t  h o n o u r a b l e  A c t i o n s ” . 1    M o r e -
o v e r ,  S i r  Wi l l i am Monson ,  who  was  Capta in  o f  the
( the )  Ear l s  sh ip  a t  Cad iz ,  an d  a l so  s e rved  in  the
voyage  to  the  Azore s ,  t e l l s  u s  tha t  he  o f t en  had  con-
ve r s a t ion s  w i th  Mr .  John  Dav i s . 2   I t  may ,  the re fo re ,
be  cons ide red  a s  a lmos t  c e r t a in  tha t  Dav i s  was
s e rv ing  in  the  exped i t ion s  commanded  by  the  Ear l
o f  E s s ex  dur ing  the  yea r s  1596  and  1597 ,  p robab ly
a s  a  P i lo t .  

Ther e  i s  a  l e t t e r  in  the  S t a t e  Paper  Of f i c e  wh ich
prove s ,  beyond  doub t ,  tha t  Capta in  Dav i s  was  a t  
s ea  in  1596  o r  1597 .    A Mr .  Honyman ,  a  merchan t
o f  London ,  who  f r equen t ly  supp l i ed  S i r  Rober t
C e c i l  w i t h  n e w s  f r o m  R o c h e l l e  a n d  S p a i n ,  w r o t e  t o
h i m  o n  M a r c h  9 t h ,  1 5 9 7 ,  e n c l o s i n g  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  
T .  B a k e r  a t  P l y m o u t h ,  s a y i n g — “ Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  o f
t h e  t a k i n g  o f  y o u r  s h i p  i n  w h i c h  C a p t a i n  D a v i s
w e n t ,  b u t  y o u r  l o s s  w a s  n o t  m u c h ,  a s  t h e y  l e f t  t h e
s h i p  a n d  c o n t e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  g o o d s ” .
H o n y m a n  a d d s  t h a t  t h e  e n e m y ' s  s h i p s  h a d  b e e n  s e t
f o r t h  f r o m  B r i t t a n y  b y  t h e  D u e  d e  M e r c œ u r .  

W e  n e x t  f i n d  J o h n  D a v i s  a c c e p t i n g  a n  e n g a g e -
ment as  Chief  Pi lot  in a Dutch ship,  dest ined to form 
part  of  a  f leet  intended for the East  Indies ,  evident ly
a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  E s s e x .    A t  t h a t
t ime the spir it  of  marit ime enterprise was very strong
in  Hol l and ,  more  e spec i a l l y  amongs t  the  merchan t s  
    1  S e e  p a ge  1 3 6 .            2  Nava l  Tra c t s ,  C h u r c h i l l ,  i i i ,  p a g e  3 9 2 .  
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of Amsterdam, to whom belongs the credit  of origi-
nat ing and despatching the memorable expedit ion in
wh ich  the  g a l l an t  Ba r en t s  l a id  down  h i s  l i f e ,  a s  we l l
a s  t h e  f i r s t  Dut ch  voyage  t o  the  Ea s t  I n d i e s ,  in
1595 .    The  t ownsmen  o f  M idd l ebu rg  an d  Vee r e ,  in
Zee l an d ,  n o t  t o  b e  b eh in d  the i r  compa t r io t s  in
Ams t e rdam,  l i k ew i s e  d i sp l ayed  the  s ame  e age rn e s s
t o  embark  in  v en tu re s  in vo l v in g  r i s k  a n d  dan ge r ,
wi th  the  prospec t  o f  commensurate  prof i t s .    Thus  i t
wa s  tha t  M idd l ebu rg  de spa t ched  the  s e con d  Dut ch
voyage  t o  the  Ea s t  In d i e s .  

The  exped i t i on  in  wh i ch  Dav i s  s e r v ed  wa s  un de r -
t aken  by  the  mer c h a n t  f ami l y  o f  t h e  M ouche ron s ,  
an  a c coun t  o f  whom w i l l  b e  f oun d  in  a  n o t e  a t  p age
132 .   The  Compan y  o f  the  M ouche ron s ,  f o rmed
more  e spec i a l l y  fo r  th e  Ea s t  In d i a  t r ade ,  con s i s t ed
o f  s e v e r a l  member s  o f  t ha t  f a m i l y  b e s ide s  o the r
merchan t s .   In  December  1597 ,  Ba l tha z a r  de
M ouche ron ,  a s  h ead  o f  t h e  Compan y ,  in fo rmed  the  
S t a t e s  Gen e r a l  tha t  i t  wa s  in t en ded  t o  s en d  th r e e
sh ip s  an d  a  y a ch t , 1 du r in g  the  fo r thcomin g  y ea r ,  t o  
the  Ea s t  Ind i e s ,  t o  t r a d e  in  sp i c e s ,  an d  r eque s t ed
tha t  t hey  m igh t  b e  fu rn i shed  w i th  gun s  an d  ammu-  
n i t i on ,  an d  be  ex empt ed  f rom to l l s ,  a s  we r e  t h e
sh ip s  t ha t  had  been  p r e v i o u s l y  s en t  ou t  by  the
Ams t e rdam an d  Ro t t e rdam Compan i e s .  

Th i s  r eque s t  wa s  g r a n t ed ,  in s t ru c t ion s  b e in g
g i v en  t o  the  Admi r a l t y  a t  M id d l ebu rg  to  c a r r y  i t
in to  e f f e c t .  

B a l t h a z a r ,  e v e r  a n x i o u s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  w e l f a r e  
                                      1  On ly  two  s a i l ed .  
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an d  in su r e  the  su c c e s s  o f  t h e  en t e rp r i s e ,  s u c c eeded
in  in duc in g  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s e amen  who  had  been  em-  
p loyed  in  the  p r ev iou s  voyage  t o  j o in  h i s  un de r -
t ak in g .   A m on g  the s e  we r e  the  two  b ro the r s  de
Houtman ,  t o  the  e lde s t  o f  whom was  en t ru s t ed  the
command of the expedit ion,  in spite  of  the i l l  success
of  his  recent voyage,  by which he had fal len con-
s iderably  in the est imation of  the merchants of  
Amste rdam.   In  o rde r ,  however ,  to  ob t a in  the
s e rv i c e s  o f  the s e  men ,  Moucheron  was  ob l iged  to
o f f e r  them h igher  s a l a r i e s  than  they  were  r ece iv ing
f rom the i r  fo rmer  employe r s .  

The  sh ip s  fo r  the  Zee l and  voyage  were  De Le euw
( the  L ion)  and  De Le euwin  ( the  L iones s ) .  

In  the  fo rmer  were  the  fo l lowing  o f f i c e r s  : -  
Corne l i a  de  Houtman ,  Chie f .  
P i e t e r  S tockman ,  Capta in .  
Gayon  Le fo r t ,  Trea sur e r .  
John  Dav i s ,  S t ee r sman  o r  P i lo t .  
J acques  Baudeus ,  Cash i e r .  
J an  van  den  Aer tb rugge    A s s i s t an t s
J acqaus  Sander s               @   

In  the  Lione s s  were— 
Freder ik  de  Houtman ,  Cap ta in .  
Thomas  Coymans ,  Cash i e r .  
Bus   
Abb ing      A s s i s t an t s .  
Thomas sen A  

The  on ly  account  o f  th i s  voyage ,  wh ich  ( so  f a r  a s
the  owner s  and  pr inc ipa l  o f f i c e r s  o f  the  sh ip s  were  
conce rned)  t e rmina t ed  so  d i s a s t rous ly ,  i s  the  one
w r i t t e n  b y  D a v i s ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y  P u r c h a s  i n  h i s  
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Pi l g r imes .   Corne l l s  de  Houtman  was  k i l l ed  in  the
t r e a c h e r o u s  a t t a c k  m a d e  o n  t h e  s h ip s  b y  t h e  K in g  
o f  A c h e n ,  a n d  F r e d e r i k  d e  Ho u t m an  w a s  a t  t h e
s a m e  t im e  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r .   H e  r e m a in e d  in  c a p -
t i v i t y  f o r  t w e n t y - s i x  m o n t h s ,  du r in g  w h i c h  t im e  h e
c o m p i l e d  a  d i c t i o n a r y  o f  t h e  M a l a y  l a n g u a g e ,  an d
t o o k  s e v e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  m a n y  s t a r s  i n  t h e
s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ,  w h i c h ,  w i t h  h i s  d i c t i o n a r y ,
w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  H o l l an d .  

For  the  informat ion regarding the Company of  the
Moucherons ,  and the equipment  of  this  expedit ion,
I  am indebted to  Mr.  J .  K.  J .  de  Jonge's  admirable
wor k ,  e n t i t l ed  The  R i s e  o f  t h e  Dut ch  p owe r  in  t h e
Ea s t  Ind i e s . 1 

Mr.  de  Jonge's  opinion respect ing the conduct  of
Davis during this voyage, must have been formed from
a perusal of the English seaman's own narrative, for no
other account of the expedition is  extant.  This
narrative is certainly not flattering to the Dutch, by
whom Davi s  appear s  to  have  been  ve ry  har sh ly
t r e a t e d .    M r .  d e  J o n g e  s a y s ,  “ I f  M o u c h e r o n  m a d e
a  m i s t a k e  i n  t h in k in g  t h a t  i n  C o r n e l i s  d e  Ho u t m a n
h e  h a d  s e c u r e d  a  s k i l f u l  l e a d e r ,  h e  m a d e  a  g r e a t e r
mis take in  engaging the Engl i sh  Pi lot ,  John Davi s  ;
for he seems to have entered the service of Moucheron
with the sole object of being a spy, commissioned as
such  by  the  Ear l  o f  E s s ex ,  a s  appear s  by  h i s  own
words  wr i t t en  th ree  day s  a f t e r  h i s  r e tu rn  f rom India ,
 
   1  De Ophoms t  van  k e t  Nede r l and s c h  Gezag  in  Oo s t .  I nd i e ,  d o o r  J h r .
M r .  J .  K .  J ,  d e  J ong e .   P u b l i s h e d  b y  M a r t i u u s  N i j h o f f .
' s G r a v e n h a ge .    F r e d e r i c k  M u l l e r ,  A m s t e r d a m ,  1 8 6 4 .  
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to  Es s ex .   “Accord ing  to  those  d i rec t ion s  wh ich  your
Lordsh ip  gave  me  in  charge  a t  my  depar tu re ,  when
i t  p l ea sed  you  to  employ  me  in  th i s  voyage ,  fo r  the
d i s cove r ing  o f  the s e  Eas t e rn  par t s  o f  the  wor ld ,  to
the  s e rv i c e  o f  Her  Maje s t y  and  the  good  o f  ou r
count ry . "  

I  c annot  bu t  th ink  tha t  Mr .  de  Jonge  has  adopted
a  mi s t aken  v i ew o f  the  c a s e .     Dav i s  was  employed
by  the  Dutch  a s  ch ie f  p i lo t ,  and  a s  such  he  un -
doubted ly  pe r fo rmed  h i s  duty  to  the  be s t  o f  h i s
ab i l i t y ,  and  succe s s fu l l y  nav iga t ed  the  ve s s e l s  en -
t ru s t ed  to  h i s  p i lo t age  to  the i r  de s t ina t ion  in  the
Eas t  Ind ie s ,  and  thence  home.   Not  on ly  d id  he  do
th i s ,  bu t  he  s aved  bo th  sh ip s  f rom cap tu re , 1 a f t e r  the
e lde r  de  Houtman  had  been  k i l l ed  and  h i s  b ro the r
t aken  p r i soner .     Mr .  de  Jonge  makes  no  ment ion  o f
the  o ther  Eng l i shman ,  Mas t e r  Tomkins ,  who  was
s e rv ing  on  board  the  Lion ,  and  who w i th  Dav i s  so
brave ly  de f ended  the  poop  o f  the  ve s s e l  when  she
was  t r eacherous ly  a t t acked  o f f  Achen .  

A s  f o r  t h e  l e t t e r  s e n t  b y  D a v i s  t o  t h e  E a r l  o f
E s s e x  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h i s  v o y a g e ,  t h e  E n g l i s h
P i l o t  d i d  n o  m o r e ,  i n  f u r n i s h i n g  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h a t
n o b l e m a n ,  t h a n  w e  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  o f  a n y  l o y a l  a n d
pa t r i o t i c  m a n ,  n o  m a t t e r  o f  w h a t  n a t i o n ,  e m p lo y e d
o n  a  l i k e  s e r v i c e .    A s  w e l l  m ig h t  i t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e
f o r e i g n  o f f i c e r s  w h o  a c c o m p a n i e d  S i r  A l l en  Y o u n g
in  h i s  r e c e n t  A r c t i c  v o y a g e s  i n  t h e  Pando ra ,  o r  P r o -  
f e s sor  Nordenskio ld ,  in  the  Vega ,  were  sp ie s  because
t h e y  v e r y  p r o p e r l y  f o r w a r d e d  r e p o r t s  o f  t h o s e  
voyages  to  the i r  s evera l  governments !  
                                                                      1  Sec  page  144 .  
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D a v i s ,  a l t h o u g h  s e r v in g  u n d e r  t h e  D u t c h  f l a g ,
h a d  n o t  s w o r n  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h a t  n a t i o n ,  b u t  h a d
m e r e l y  g i v en  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  a  m e r c a n t i l e
e n t e r p r i s e ,  a n d  h e  w a s  i n  n o  w a y  b o u n d  t o  k e e p
s i l e n c e  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  v o y a g e .  I t
mus t  b e  r emembered  tha t  Dav i s ,  when  emp loyed  by
the  Mouche ron s ,  wa s  a  man  o f  em inen ce ,  an d  on e
who  had  g r e a t l y  d i s t in gu i shed  h imse l f  a s  a  n a v i -
g a to r .   He  had  a l r e ady  wr i t t en  the  a c c o u n t s  o f
fo rmer  voyage s ,  an d  had  pub l i shed  two  l e a rn ed
t r e a t i s e s .    I t  cou ld  n o t ,  t h e r e fo r e ,  h ave  been  sup -
po s ed  tha t  he  wou ld  n o t  w r i t e  some  ac coun t  o f  h i s
voyage  t o  the  Ea s t  In d i e s .  Fo r tun a t e l y  t he r e  i s
d i r e c t  con t empora ry  e v idence  tha t  h e  w a s  no t  e x -
pec t ed  by  h i s  emp loye r s  t o  r ema in  s i l en t  r e spec t in g
the  e v en t s  o f  t h e  voyage .   Wi l l i am  Wa lke r ,  who
t r an s l a t ed  the  j ou rn a l  o f  t h e  Dut ch  voyage  un de r
J acob  Neck  in  1601 ,  p r e c eded  i t  w i th  a  l e t t e r  ad -
d r e s s ed  t o  S i r  Thomas  Smi th ,  t h e  Go v e r n o r  o f  t h e
E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y . 1    I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  h e  s a y s  t h a t
the  Dutch  had  “ spec i a l  a s s i s t an c e  in  the i r  l a t e
n av iga t ion s  by  t he  meane s  o f  M as t e r  John  Dav i s
an d  o the r  s k i l fu l l  Py lo t s  o f  ou r  n a t ion  ;  an d  in
r e tu rn  the  Dut ch  doe  in  amp l e  man ne r  r equ i t e  u s ;
a cqua in t ing  u s  w i th  the i r  voyage s ,  d i s cove r i e s  an d
dan ge r s ,  bo th  ou tward  and  homeward ,  w i th  the i r
n ego t i a t i on s  and  t r a f f i que  a t  J ava ,  t h e  M a luco ,  an d
o the r  p l a c e s ,  and  l i k ew i s e  w i th  the  quan t i t i e  an d
va lu e  o f  sp i c e s  an d  o the r  comm o d i t i e s  wh i ch  they
b rough t  home” .     Thu s  the  Dut ch  themse l ve s  f r e e l y  
  1   M S .  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  H a k l u y t  S o c i e t y .  
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communicated informat ion to  their  Engl i sh  a l l ie s  in
those  ear ly  days ,  so  that  i t  i s  a  tota l  misapprehens ion
to suppose that  an  Engl i sh  pi lot ,  serv ing in  a  Dutch
ship,  could in  any sense  be  a  spy.  

The  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  s e con d  Dut ch  voyage  t o
In d i a ,  by  John  Dav i s ,  i s  t h e  more  va lu ab l e  b ec au s e ,
a s  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d ,  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  e x t a n t .
H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  M i d d l e b u r g  o n  t h e  2 9 t h  o f  J u n e
1 6 0 0 ,  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  h i s  r e p o r t ,  w i t h  a  c o v e r i n g
l e t t e r ,  t o  the  Ea r l  o f  E s s ex ,  on  the  1 s t  o f  Augu s t .  

M e a n w h i l e  t h e  E n g l i s h  E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y  h a d
b e e n  f o r m e d ,  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  b e i n g  b u s i l y  
made  fo r  the  despa t ch  o f  the  f i r s t  ven tu re  under  the
command o f  Capta in  J ames  Lanca s t e r ,  who  was  ap -
po in t ed  Genera l  o f  the  F l ee t  on  the  10th  o f  Decem-
b e r  1 6 0 0 .    D a v i s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  E n g l i s h  P i l o t  w h o
h a d  m a d e  a  v o y a g e  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d ,  o n  h i s  r e t u rn  t o

T h e  R e d  D r a g o n

E n g l a n d  i n  A u g u s t  1 6 0 0 ,  h i s  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  e a g e r l y  
s o u g h t  f o r  a n d  s e c u r e d .    H e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  P i l o t  
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M a j o r  o n  b o a r d  t h e  R e d  D r a g o n ,    L a n c a s t e r ' s  s h i p ,
w i th  the  un de r s t an d in g  tha t  h e  wa s  t o  have  £500  if
the voyage y ie lded two for one ;  £1,000 if  three fo r
one  ;  £1 ,500  i f  four  fo r  one  ;  and  £2 ,000  i f  f i v e  fo r
on e .   The  exped i t ion  s a i l ed  f rom Woolwich  on  the
13th  o f  February  1601  (1600  a f t e r  the  En g l i sh  ac -
compt),  and returned on the 11th of  September 1603.
T h e  o r i g in a l  m a n u s c r i p t  j o u rn a l s  o f  t h i s  m e m o r a -
b l e  v o y a g e  a r e  l o s t  ;  b u t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  a s  g i v en  b y
P u r c h a s ,  h a s  b e en  r e p r in t e d  a n d  ed i t e d  f o r  t h i s
S o c i e t y  b y  M r .  C l e m e n t s  M a r k ha m . 2    D a v i s  i s  o n l y
m e n t io n e d  o n c e ,  an d  qu i t e  in c iden t a l l y .   W h e n  t h e
f l e e t  w a s  a t  Ac h e n  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  C a p t a in  L a n -
c a s t e r  w a s  n o t  a  l i t t l e  g r i e v e d  a t  C a p t a in  J o h n
Davis ,  his  principal  Pi lot ,  having told the merchants
be fo r e  s a i l in g  f rom L on don ,  t ha t  p eppe r  wa s  t o  b e
had  a t  Achen  much  cheape r  than  p roved  t o  b e  the
c a s e . 3    Th i s  id en t i f i e s  L an ca s t e r ' s  ch i e f  P i l o t  w i th
the  John  Dav i s  who  wa s  P i l o t  in  the  Dutch  f l e e t  ;
f o r  n o  on e ,  who  had  n o t  b e en  in  In d i a  b e fo r e ,  cou ld
have  spoken  w i th  au tho r i t y  on  su ch  a  sub j e c t  a s  t h e
p r i c e  o f  p eppe r  a t  Achen .  

Davis  prepared the second edit ion of  his  Seaman' s
Secre t s  for  the press  a f ter  h is  return with C a p t a in
L a n c a s t e r .     I t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  in  1 6 0 7 .    B u t  h e  h a d  
  1   T h e  R e d  D r a g o n  w a s  f o r m e r l y  a  s h i p  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  E a r l  o f  
C u m b e r l a n d ,  c a l l e d  t h e  M a l i c e  S c o u r g e .   S h e  w a s  b o u g h t  b y  t h e  
E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y  f o r  £ 3 7 0 0 ,  a n d  r e - ch r i s t e n e d  t h e  Red  Dragon ,  
a  s h i p  o f  6 0 0  t on s ,  w i t h  a  c r e w  o f  2 0 2  m e n .

  2   T h e  V o y a g e s  o f  S i r  J a m e s  L a n c a s t e r ,  K t ,  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ,
e d i t e d  b y  C l e m e n t s  R .  M a r k h a m ,  C . B . ,  F . R . S .  ( H a k l u y t  S o c i e t y ,  
1 8 7 7 ) ,  p a g e s  5 7  t o  1 0 7 .                                                             3  P a g e  8 4 .  
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not  been  many months  on shore ,  before  he  was  in-
duced to  accept  serv ice  again  under  Sir  Edward
Michelborne,  a  gent leman pens ioner  of  King James  I .
Grea t  in t e r e s t  had  been  made  to  ge t  Miche lborne
the command of  the  East  India Company's  f i r s t  f leet ,
in  p l a c e  o f  L an ca s t e r .    The  L o r d  Trea su r e r  i s  s a id
to  have  u s ed  much  pe r sua s ion  w i th  the  Compan y  t o
accept  of  his  employment ,  as  pr inc ipal  commander of
the voyage ;  but  the  merchants  announced that  they
were  reso lved not  to  employ any gent leman in  any
place of  charge  in  the  voyage,  des i r ing “to sort  their
bus iness  with men of  their  own qual i ty” .   In  the
Charter  of  Incorporat ion of  the  East  India Company,
pr iv i leges  are  granted to  George Ear l  of  Cumber land
and 215 knights ,  a ldermen,  and merchants .    In  this
l i s t  the  name of  S i r  Edward Miche lborne  comes
th ird ;  but  in  Ju ly  1601 a  minute  records  that  S i r
Edward,  wi th  two other s ,  were  “d is f ranchi sed  out  o f
the  f reedom and pr iv i l eges  o f  th i s  f e l lowship ,  and
ut ter ly  d i sab led  f rom taking any  benef i t  o r  p ro f i t
thereby” .    No reason  i s  g iven  for  th i s  expu l s ion ,  but
soon  a f t e rwards  we  f ind Miche lborne  prepar ing an
expedi t ion  on  h i s  own account .  

I t  i s  ev iden t  that  S i r  Edward Miche lborne  had a
good dea l  o f  in f luence  a t  Court .    We have  seen  the
Lord Treasurer  pres s ing  the  Company to  appoint
h im to  command the i r  f i r s t  voyage .     On June  25th ,  
1604,  James  I ,  r egardle s s  o f  the  Charter  g iv ing  ex-
c lu s i v e  r i gh t s  t o  the  Ea s t  In d i a  Compan y ,  g r an t ed
a  l i c en se  to  Miche lborne ,  one  o f  h i s  gen t l emen  p e n -
s i o n e r s ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  a n d  t r a d e  w i t h  C a t h a i a  a n d  
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J apan ,  no tw i th s t and ing  any  g ran t  o r  char t e r  to  the
contrary.     Accordingly the courtly adventurer e q u i p -
p e d  a  v e s s e l  c a l l e d  t h e  T i g e r ,  o f  2 4 0  t o n s ,  w i t h
a  p i n n a c e  n a m e d  t h e  T i g e r s  W h e l p ;  a n d  J o h n
D a v i s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  a p p o in t m en t  o f  P i l o t .   T h i s  w a s
h i s  s e c o n d  v o y a g e  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  i n  an  E n g l i s h  
v e s s e l , 1  t h e  t h i r d  c o u n t in g  h i s  D u t c h  s e r v i c e .  

B e f o r e  h e  s a i l e d  o n  h i s  l a s t  v o y a g e ,  J o h n  D a v i s
m a d e  h i s  W i l l .    I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  w a s  
d e a d ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  e n g age d  t o  b e  m a r r i e d  t o  o n e
J u d i t h  H a v a r d ,  i f  h e  s h o u ld  b e  s p a r e d  t o  r e t u r n
h o m e  o n c e  m o r e .    B u t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t o  b e .   T h e  W i l l
i s  a s  f o l l o w s  :  —

“ I n  th e  n a me  o f  Go d  A me n .    B e i n g  n o w e  b o un d e  t o  t h e  
seas  for  the  coaste  of  China in the  Tigar  of  London, and un- 
cer ta ine  of  my retume,  I  doe committ  my bodye to God's
favourable  direct ion and my sowle to his euerlast inge  mercie ,  
and for  my wor ldly  goods,  whatsoever  lands,  leases ,  m'chan- 
dizes ,  or  money,  e i ther  in  my possess ion or  in  due com-
mynge  unto me,  as  by specia l i t ie s  or  otherwise  sha l l  ap-
peare ,  my wil l  i s  that  i t  sha l l  be  devided and parted into
fower equal l  parts  or  porc 'ons ;  that  i s  to  say ,  I  g ive  and
bequeath th'  one foureth parte  thereof to  Judith Havard,
unto whom I have  given my fa i the  in  matr imony,  to  be
so l empnized  a t  my  re turne .    The  o ther  foure th  pa r te  I  g ive  
to  Gi lbe r t  Dav i s ,  my  e lde s t  sonne .    The  th i rd  foure th  pa r te  
I  g ive  to  Ar thur  Dav i s ,  my  s e cond  sonne  ;  and  the  l a s t
fou r e th  pa r t e  to  Ph i l l i p  Dav i s ,  my  th i rd e  younge s t  sonne  
n ow  l i v ing .    Soe  my  w i l l  i s ,  tha t  my  good s  b e  e q u a l l y
d iv id ed  b e tweene  my  thr e e  sonne s  and  Jud i th  Hava rd ,  my  

   1   A s  s t a t e d  b y  P u r c h a s  o n  t h e  h e a d i n g  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .    S e e
p a g e  1 5 7 .  S i r  W i l l i a m  M o n s o n ,  i n  h i s  N a v a l  T r a c t s  a l s o  s a y s  t h a t  
C a p t a i n  D a v i s  w a s  s l a i n  i n  h i s  s e c o n d  v o y a g e  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  
( C h u r c h i l l ,  i i i ,  p a g e  3 6 9 ) .
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e spowsed  l ove ,  and  t o  b e  d e l i v e r ed  a f t e r  my  de a the ,  y s
man i f e s t l i e  knowne .  Bu t  i f  any  o f  t hem sha l l  dy e  b e fo r e
they  rece ive  the i r  par te ,  then  i t  sha l l  be  equa l ly  dev ided be-  
tweene  those  tha t  l ive .    I f  they  a l l  dye  be fore  i t  be  devided ,  
then I  g ive  th ’  one  haul f  to  the  poore  and th '  o ther  haul f  to  
my b ro ther  Edward  Davi s  and to  hi s  chi ldren  :  and soe ,
commyting  my soule  to  God,  I  des i r e  tha t  th i s  my Wyl l  may  
be  fa i thfu l ly  p ' formed,  and to  te s t i f ie  tha t  th i s  i s  my deede  
and des i r e ,  I  doe  hereunto  se t t  my hande  and sea le  th i s  12th 
of  October ,  1604.    By  me,  John Davi s .   1 

So the  brave  o ld  nav igator  a r ranged h i s  ear th ly
a f fa i r s ,  and bade  fa rewe l l  to  h i s  three  sons  and h i s
e s p o u s e d  l o v e ;  w h o m  h e  w a s  n e v e r  t o  s e e  a g a i n .
H i s  a g e  w a s  a b o u t  5 5 .   T h e  T i g e r  s e t  s a i l  f r o m
C o w e s  o n  t h e  5 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 6 0 4 ,  a n d  m a d e  a
p r o s p e r o u s  v o y a g e  t o  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  S u m a t r a .
T h e  n a r r a t i v e  a s  g i v e n  b y  P u r c h a s ,  w a s  n o t  w r i t t e n
e i t h e r  b y  M i c h e l b o m e  o r  b y  D a v i s ,  f o r  b o t h  a r e
m e n t i o n e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n .   T h e
w r i t e r  u s e s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  p l u r a l ,  a n d  l a t t e r l y  t h e  
f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r .    H i s  n a m e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r ,
b u t  h e  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  s h i p ,
Miche lbome be ing  the  Genera l ,  and Davi s  the  P i lo t .
Davi s  wrote  sa i l ing  d i rec t ions  for  the  Sumatran
coas t  f rom Achen  to  Tiku  and Pr iaman,  bas ed  on
e x p e r i e n c e  o b t a i n e d  d u r i n g  t h r e e  v o y a g e s .   T h e y
are  pr in ted  in  the  present  vo lume for  the  f i r s t  t ime, 2

and in  ju s t ice  to  the  grea t  nav igator ,  i t  must  be
borne  in  mind that  they  on ly  ex i s t  in  the  form of  an  

   1  E x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e g i s t r y  o f  t h e  P r o b a t e ,  D i v o r c e ,  
a n d  A d m i r a l t y  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  o f  J u s t i c e .  I n  t h e  P r e -  
r o g a t i v e  C o u r t  o f  C a n t e r b u r y .                                  2  P a g e  1 8 5 .  
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uncorrec ted  dra f t .  1    These  d i rec t ions  a re  ment ioned
in  the  Journal  o f  Ra lphe  Cros se  dur ing  the  t enth
voyage  o f  the  Eas t  India  Company,  in  1612, 2 who
says  that  the  Master  o f  the  Hoseander  shaped h i s
course  by  them.  

I n  O c t o b e r  1 6 0 5 ,  t h e  Tig e r  a r r i v e d  a t  B a n t a m ,
a n d  t h e n c e  a  c o u r s e  w a s  s h a p e d  f o r  P a t a n i ,  a  p l a c e  
o n  t h e  e a s t e rn  s i d e  o f  t h e  M a l a y  P e n in s u l a .  

W h i l e  o n  t h e  v o y a g e  t o  P a t a n i ,  t h e  Tig e r  f e l l  i n
w i t h  a  v e s s e l  f u l l  o f  J a p a n e s e  p i r a t e s .    H a v in g  l o s t  
t h e i r  o w n  j u n k ,  t h e y  h a d  s e i z e d  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  w e r e
making the bes t  of  their  way to their  nat ive  country .
But  contrary  winds  had dr iven them to leeward,
which was  the  cause  of  this  most  i l l  omened en-
coun t e r .     They  wer e  c rowded  t oge the r ,  n ine t y  men
in  a  sma l l  c r a f t  o f  s e v en t y  t on s ,  an d  the r e  s e emed
lit t le  l ikel ihood of their  ever  reaching Japan.    Michel-
borne and Davis  imprudently opened fr iendly inter-
course with these ruffians, who immediately conceived
the idea of massacring the English and seizing their
ship.   The two vessels  remained at  anchor for two
d a y s ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e e  o f  a  s m a l l  i s l e t  n e a r  B i n t a n g ,
a t  t h e  e a s t e rn  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  M a l a c c a .
T h e  E n g l i s h  “ en t e r t a in e d  t h e m  w i t h  go o d  u s ag e , ”
intending in  return to  obta in  informat ion f rom them 

    1 A m o n g  t h e  S l o a n e  M S S . ,  3 , 6 6 8 ,  f o l .  1 5 7 .   T h e  p a p e r  i s  h e a d e d  
“ M r .  J oh n  D a v e s ,  h i s  o b s e r v a t i on s ,  v o y a g i n g  f r o m  A c h e a u e  t o
T e co e  a n d  P r i a m a n . "  

  2 “ T h e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  H o s e a n d e r  s h a p e d  h i s  c o u r s e  f o r  T e c o e  by  t h e
d i r e c t i o n s  o f  C a p t a i n  K e e l i n ge  a n d  D a v e s ,  t h e r  j o u r n a l l e s ” . —  
L a n c a s t e r ' s  V o y a g e s ,  p .  2 6 0  ( H a k l uy t  S o c i e t y ' s  s e r i e s ) .  
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w h i c h  w o u ld  b e  u s e f u l  h e r e a f t e r .    O c c a s i o n a l l y  a s
m a n y  a s  f i v e  o r  s i x  a n d  t w e n t y  J a p a n e s e  a t  a  t im e ,  
"  u p o n  m u t u a l l  c o u r t e s i e s ,  w i t h  g i f t s  an d  f e a s t i n g s
b e t w e e n e  u s " ,  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  c o m e  o n  b o a rd  t h e  
T ig e r .    O n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s ,  w he n  t h e r e  w e r e
E n g l i s h  an d  J a p an e s e  i n  b o t h  v e s s e l s ,  t h e  p i r a t e s
g a v e  t h e  s i g n a l  t o  f a l l  u p o n  t h e i r  u n s u s p e c t in g
hosts .     In the junk the Japanese eas i ly  ki l led or drove 
ove rboard  a l l  the  Eng l i sh  tha t  were  on  board .    At
the  s ame  t ime  the  Japanese  on  board  the  Tige r
ru shed  ou t  o f  the  c ab in ,  where  they  were  be ing  en -
t e r t a ined .  The  f i r s t  pe r son  they  met  was  Capta in
Dav i s ,  who  was  coming  out  o f  the  gun  room.    They
pu l l ed  h im back  in to  the  c ab in ,  gave  h im s eve ra l
wounds ,  and  then  th ru s t  h im out  be fore  them.  Hi s
wounds  were  mor t a l ,  and  he  d i ed  a s  soon  a s  he  came
in to  the  wa i s t .   There  was  then  a  de spera t e  hand  to
hand  f igh t ,  and  even  a f t e r  the  p i ra t e s  had  been
dr iven  back  in to  the  c ab in ,  they  fought  fo r  a t  l e a s t
f o u r  h o u r s .    A t  l a s t  t h e  M a s t e r  o f  t h e  T i g e r  h a d
t w o  d e m i - c u l v e r in s  l o a d e d  w i t h  b u l l e t s ,  c a s e  s ho t ,
and cross-bars ,  and f ired them into the cabin,  blowing
the  p i r a t e s  t o  p i e c e s .   I t  wa s  a  v e r y  n a r row  e s c ape
fo r  the  who l e  c r ew ,  an d ,  a s  i t  w a s ,  t h e  dea th  o f  th e
P i lo t  wa s  a n  i r r epa r ab l e  l o s s .    M iche lbome ,  a f t e r
c ap tu r in g  an d  p i l l a g in g  two  Ch ine s e  v e s s e l s ,  g ave
up  h i s  en t e rp r i s e  an d  r e tu rn ed  home ,  a r r i v in g  a t
Por t smouth  on  Ju l y  9 th ,  1606 .  

The  grant  o f  a  l i cense  for  th i s  voyage  was  re sented
by  the  Company,  and there  were  s evera l  compla in t s
o f  t h e  i l l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  p i r a t i c a l  
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ac t s  o f  S i r  Edward Miche lborne ,  the  f i r s t  o f  the
in ter loper s .

The  Wil l  o f  John Dav i s  was  proved by  h i s  son
Gi lber t  on  the  10th  o f  J anuary  1607 (1606 o ld
s ty le ) ,  s ix  months  a f t e r  the  re turn  o f  the  Tiger  w i th
the  news  o f  h i s  death . 2

Thus  ended the  l i f e  o f  th i s  g r ea t  exp lorer  and
accompl i shed seaman.  The  date  o f  h i s  death  was  the
29th  or  30th  o f  December  1605,  and h i s  body  
was  probably  commit ted  to  the  deep  near  the  eas t ern  
en t rance  o f  the  St ra i t s  o f  Malacca .    A l l  he  ha s
wr i t t en ,  o f  which  I  have  been  ab le  to  obta in  a  know-  
l edge , 3 and fu l l  accounts  o f  a l l  the  voyages  in  which  
   2 “Dec imo die  mens i s  Januar i j  Anno Domini  iuxta  cursum et
computacÇnem Elcc l ’ i e  Angl icane  mi l l e s imo sexcentes imo sexto
emanavi t  com'i s s io  Gi lb ' to Davi s  f i l i o  nr~ l i  e t  ' I t imo dict i  de funct i
ad admini s t randu bona  iura  e t  credi ta  dict i  defunct i  juxta  tenorem
tes t i  hmÇ i  eo quod idem defunctus  nul lum in eodem nodavcr i t
executorem de  bene  et  f ide l ' r  adminis trando eadem Ad Sancta  Dei
Evange l ia  jurat .”  

I  h a v e  o n l y  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i n d  o n e  i n c i d e n t a l  m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s
G i l b e r t  D a v i s .  A m o n g  t h e  l i s t s  o f  p e r s on s  a d m i t t e d  “ f r e e  b r e th r e n
o f  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Com p a n y ” ,  I  f i n d ,  on  N o v e m b e r  10 th ,  1 6 2 4 ,  t h e
n a m e  o f  S i m o n  W h e t t co m b e ,  w h o  h a d  s e r v e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  t o
G i l b e r t  D a v y s ,  a n d  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a d m i t t a n c e  o n  p a y -
m e n t  o f  t e n  s h i l l i n g s  t o  t h e  p o o r  bo x .

     3   The  wr i t ings  of  John Davi s  a re :— 

 1 .—The narra t ive  of  the  second Arct ic  voyage .  
 2 .—The traverse  book of  the  th i rd Arct ic  voyage .  
 3 .—A le tte r  to  S i r  Franci s  Wals ingham, 1585.  
 4 .—Letter  to  Mr.  Sanderson,1586.
 5 .—Letter  to  Mr.  Sanderson,1587.  
 6 .—The Seaman's  Secre ts  and Dedicat ion.  
 7 .—The World ' s  Hydrographica l  Descr ipt ion.  
 8 .—A le tte r  to  the  Ear l  of  Essex .  
 9 .—His  voyage  to India ,  a s  Pi lot  in  a  Dutch sh ip .  

         10.—Observat ions  in  voyages  f rom Achen to Pr iaman.  
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he  was  engaged,  except  that  wi th  Lancas te r ,  which
has  a l ready  been  pr in ted  for  the  Hakluyt  Soc ie ty ,
have  now been  brought  together ;  and I  s incere ly
t rus t  that  the i r  perusa l  w i l l  have  the  e f f ec t  o f  t ak ing  
the  name of  the  famous  d i scoverer ,  John Davi s ,  out
of  the  l i s t  o f  England' s  forgot ten  worthies .  

M y  t h a n k s  a r e  d u e  t o  D r .   R in k ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f
t h e  R o y a l  G r e e n l a n d  T r a d e  a t  C o p e n h a g en ,  f o r
k in d l y  e x a m in ing  t h e  l i s t  o f  E s k im o  w o r d s  g i v e n  b y
D a v i s  ;  t o  M r .  A .  H .  A .  H a m i l t o n  o f  E x e t e r ,  w h o
s u p p l i e d  m e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n  o f  D a v i s  w i t h  t h a t  c i t y  ;  a n d  t o  M r .
Coote  of  the  Br i t i sh  Museum for  the  ready a id which
h e  w a s  a t  a l l  t i m e s  a n x i o u s  t o  g i v e  m e  i n  m y
r e s e a r c h e s ,  f o r  m a n y  u s e f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a n d  f o r
t h e  m e m o i r  o n  t h e  “  N e w  M ap ”  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  h a s  
k in d l y  f u r n i s h e d  m e ,  f o r  i n s e r t i o n  i n  t h i s  v o l u m e .  

I  h a v e  a l s o  t o  o f f e r  m y  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  m y
fr iend Commander  Hul l ,  R.N. ,  the Super intendent
of  Chart s  at  the  Admira l ty ,  for  kindly  revis ing the
sheet s  of  the  Seaman' s  Secre t s ,  and i l lus t rat ing  the
text  by severa l  va luable  notes .      [A.H.  MARKHAM ]  



NOTE ON

THE  PREVIOUS  BIOGRAPHICAL  ACCOUNTS

OF

CAPTAIN  JOHN  DAVIS

BESIDES  the  famous  Captain  John Davis  of  Sandridge
there  was  a  contemporary  Capta in  John Davis  of
Limehouse ,  and i t  wi l l  present ly  be  seen how im-
portant  i t  i s  that  there  should be no confus ion be-
tween the two men.  

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a p t a in  J o h n  D a v i s  o f  L im e ho u s e
i s  b r i e f l y  a s  f o l l o w s .  H e  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  f l e e t  o f
C a p t a in  L a n c a s t e r  d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  v o y a g e  s e t  f o r t h
b y  t h e  E a s t  In d i a  C o m p a n y ,  f r o m  Fe b r u a r y  1 6 0 1  
t o  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 0 3 .    I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  t h i s
f l e e t ,  b e c a u s e  i n  1 6 1 5  he  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e e n
f i f t e e n  y e a r s  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  s e r v i c e .    C a p t a in
J o hn  D a v i s  o f  S a n d r id g e  w a s  a l s o  s e r v in g  u n d e r
L a n c a s t e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  v o y a g e  a s  P i l o t  M a j o r .    T h e
s e c o n d  v o y a g e  o f  J o h n  D av i s  o f  L im e h o u s e  t o  I n d i a
w a s  i n  S i r  H e n r y  M id d l e t o n ' s  f l e e t ,  f r o m  1 6 0 4  t o
1 6 0 6 ,  a s  P i l o t  o f  t h e  As c en s i on .    H i s  t h i r d  v o y a g e
w a s  w i t h  C a p t a in  D a v id  M id d l e t o n ,  a s  P i l o t  o f  t h e
Exp ed i t i on ,  f r o m  1 6 0 6  t o  1 6 0 9 .     He  w a s  n e x t  w i t h
Capta in  Mar lowe ,  a s  Mas t e r  o f  the  James ,  f rom F e b -
r u a r y  1 6 1 1  t o  A u g u s t  1 6 1 5 . 1    M a r l o w e  d i e d ,  a n d  
 1 He  s ays  h imse l f ,  in  h i s  Rut te r ,  tha t  h e  wa s  in  the  James .
Consequent l y  he  mus t  be  the  “ John  Davye" ,  an  abs t r ac t  o f  whose  
journa l  o f  the  voyage  o f  the  James  i s  g iven  by  Purcha s .  
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Dav i s  c ame  home a s  commander ,  bu t  he  was  gu i l t y
o f  r i o t i n g  a n d  e x t r e m e  d r u n k e n n e s s .    H i s  f i f t h
v o y a g e  t o  I n d i a  w a s  a s  m a s t e r  i n  t h e  S w a n ,  u n d e r
Captain  Courthorp,  in  1616.      The Swan was  s e i z e d  
b y  t h e  D u t c h  o f f  B a n d a  i n  1 6 1 7 ,  a n d  D a v i s  w a s  d e -
tained a prisoner.    His  wife pet it ioned the Company 
aga in s t  the  Dutch ,  and  they  even tua l l y  r e l ea s ed
h im,  and  advanced  h im money  fo r  h i s  homeward
v o y a g e .    H e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  i n  1 6 1 8 ,  a n d  t h e n
wrote  some  s a i l ing  d i r ec t ion s ,  wh ich  a r e  p r in t ed  in  
Purchas . 1    The  t i t l e  i s  “A  ru t e r  o r  b r i e f e  d i r ec t ion
f o r  r e a d i e  s a i l i n g s  i n t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i a ,  d i g e s t e d
in to  a  p l a ine  method  by  Mas te r  John  Dav i s  o f  L ime-
house ,  upon  exper i ence  o f  h i s  f i ve  voyage s  th i the r
and  home aga ine . ”    He  foun d  some  d i f f i cu l ty  in
ge t t ing  re - employed ,  bu t  on  June  18 ,  1619 ,  was  ap -  
po in t ed  gunner  o f  the  Bul l .     He  changed  f rom her
in to  the  Les s e r  James .   The  mas t e r  o f  th i s  sh ip ,
named John  Wood,  was  a  r egu l a r  d runkard ,  and
Dav i s  was  add ic t ed  to  the  s ame  v i c e .    In  1621  Wood 
was  super s eded ,  and  the  dea th  o f  Dav i s  was  r epor t ed
f rom Batav ia  on  March  6 ,  1622 .   On  Augus t  27 ,
1622 ,  the  w i l l s  o f  John  Dav i s  and  a l l  o the r  dead  men
were  s en t  home.  

T h u s  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  J o h n  D a v i s  o f  L i m e h o u s e
was  quite  a  di f ferent  person f rom the great  navigator
of  Sandridge,  and that  the  former ,  and not  the  lat ter ,
made f ive  voyages  to  India  and home again,  and 
wrote  a  “Ruter  for  sa i l ing into the  East  Indies .” 2  
   1   P i l g r i m e s ,   i ,  p p .  4 4 4  t o  4 5 1 .  
   2   T h e  n a m e  o f  a  t h i r d  J o h n  D a v i s ,  a  f o l l o w e r  o f  t h e  E a r l  o f  
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The importance of  t rac ing out  the  his tory  of  John
D a v i s  o f  L im e h o u s e  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w r i t e r s ,
f rom Prince  to  Froude,  have  confused him with John
Davis  of  Sandridge.  

Pr ince ,  in  his  Worthie s  o f  Devon , 1 was  the  f i r s t  to
write  a  not ice  o f  the  l i fe  of  Captain  John Davis  of
Sandr idge .    He  s ay s ,  quo t ing  f rom Wes t co t e ,  tha t
he  was  born  a t  Sandr idge ,  an d  mar r i ed  Fa i th ,
d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  J o h n  F u l f o r d .    H e  a d d s  t h a t  h e
was  the  f i r s t  p i lo t  who  conduct ed  the  Zee l ander s  to  
t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  ;  t h a t  h e  m a d e  n o  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e
v o y a g e s  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ,  an d  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  s a f e  
a g a in ,  an d  t h a t  h e  w r o t e  a  “ R u t e r ”  f o r  s a i l i n g  i n t o
I n d i a .   T h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  v o y age s ,  h e  s a y s ,  “ a r e
t o  b e  s e e n ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  i n  H a k lu y t ' s  w o r k ,  t o  w h i c h
I refer the curious”.     Prince thus concludes his notice,
“When or  where  this  eminent  per son died I  do not
f ind.”  

He r e  t h e  t w o  m e n  a r e  h o p e l e s s l y  m ix e d  u p .    J o h n
D a v i s  o f  S a n d r id g e  m a d e  o n e  vo y a g e  t o  t h e  E a s t
Indies  with the Zeelanders ,  and two in  Engl i sh  ships ,
and  he  on ly  r e tu rned  home tw i ce ,  be ing  k i l l ed  on
h i s  s econd  Eng l i sh  voyage .    The  account s  o f  the s e
voyage s  a r e  no t  in  Hak luy t ,  a s  P r ince  suppose s ,  bu t
in  Purchas .  

The  nex t  no t i c e  o f  John  Dav i s  o f  Sandr idge  i s  in
the  Biog raph ia  Br i tanni ca ,  by  Dr .  K ipp i s ,  pub l i shed  
in  1793 .      Fo l low ing  Pr ince ,  i t  i s  he re  aga in  s t a t ed  
E s s e x ,  a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  t i m e .  
B u t  h e  w a s  a  s o l d i e r .  
  1  Pr ince ' s  Wor th i e s  o f  Devon  (new ed i t ion) ,  1810 ,  page  285.  
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t h a t  D a v i s  m a d e  n o  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  v o y a g e s  t o  t h e
E a s t  I n d i e s  a s  a  p i l o t ,  a n d  a n  a c c o u n t  i s  g i v e n  o f  
the  murder  o f  Dav i s  dur ing  the  Miche lborne  voyage,
quoted f rom Harr i s .    Dr.  Kippis  was  the  f i r s t  to
perce ive  that  there  must  have  been two John Davises .
He points  out  that  e i ther  John Davis  of  L imehouse ,
w h o  w r o t e  t h e  “ R u t t e r ” ,  w a s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h
J o hn  D a v i s  o f  S a n d r id g e ,  o r  e l s e  t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  n o t
k i l l e d  i n  1 6 0 5 ,  f o r  t h e  “R u t t e r ”  w a s  w r i t t e n  i n
1 6 1 8 .    B u t  t h i s  h in t  w a s  l o s t  u p o n  s u b s e q u e n t
wr i t e r s ,  who cont inued to  fo l low Pr ince ,  a l though i t
was  c l ear ,  on  h is  own showing,  that  Pr ince  had never
h imse l f  read  the  voyages .  

S i r  John Barrow 1 u se s  Pr ince  a s  h i s  author i ty ,  and
consequent ly  makes  a l l  the  same mis takes .    He says
that  Davi s  o f  Sandr idge  wrote  a  “Rut ter”  o r  b r ie f
desc r ip t ion  o f  s a i l ing  in to  the  Eas t  Indie s  ;  that  he
made  severa l  voyages  in  the  se rv ic e  o f  the  Dutch ,
some of  which have  been  publ i shed ,  two o f  them in
P u r c h a s  ;  t h a t  h e  m a d e  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  v o y a g e s
t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ,  a n d  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  s a f e  ;  a n d
that  pos te r i ty  must  remain  in  ignorance  o f  the  p lace
of  h i s  death .    The  mi s takes  in  S i r  John Barrow's
a c c o u n t  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .   J o h n  D a v i s  o f  S an d r id g e
d id  n o t  w r i t e  a  “ R u t t e r ”  f o r  s a i l i n g  t o  t h e  E a s t
I n d i e s ,  h e  o n l y  m a d e  o n e  vo y a g e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f
the Dutch,  consequent ly  the  accounts  of  severa l  have
not  been publ i shed,  and there  are  not  two in  Purchas .
H e  d i d  n o t  m a k e  f i v e  v o y a g e s  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s ,  
      1    A  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  H i s t o r y  o f  V o y a g e s  i n t o  t h e  A r c t i c  R e g i o n s  
( 1 8 1 8 ) ,  p p .  1 1 3  t o  1 2 5 .  
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and return safe  home,  and poster i ty  i s  not  in  ignor-
ance of  the  p lace of  h is  death.  

In  a n s w e r  t o  s o m e  in q u i r i e s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  M r .
J o hn  P e t h e r a m  in  Not e s  and  Q ue r i e s , 1  M r .  B o l t o n
Corney pointed out  most  of  these  mis takes  in  1853,
b u t  h e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a c c u r a t e  h im s e l f .      H e  b e g in s
b y  s a y in g ,  “ d e s p i t e  P r in c e ' s  a s s e r t i o n ,  I  q u e s t i o n
w h e t h e r  D av i s  m a r r i e d  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  S i r  J o h n  F u l -  
f o r d ” .    B u t  P r in c e  d o e s  n o t  m ake  t h e  a s s e r t i o n ,  h e
m e r e l y  q u o t e s  f r o m  W e s t c o t e — a  g o o d  au t h o r i t y .
M r .  C o r n e y  a l s o  f in d s  f a u l t  w i t h  P r in c e  f o r  s a y in g
t h a t  D a v i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p i l o t  w h o  t o o k  t h e  D u t c h
t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s .    P r in c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  do e s  n o t  s a y
s o .    H e  s t a t e s  t h a t  D a v i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  t a k e  t h e
Zeelanders ,  which i s  quite  correct .     Mr.  Corney then
points  out  that  the  journal  of  the Dutch voyage i s  not
in  H a k l u y t  ;  t h a t  D a v i s  o f  S a n d r id g e  d id  n o t  m a k e
f i v e  v o y a g e s  t o  t h e  E a s t  In d i e s  ;  t h a t  h e  d id  n o t
r e t u r n  s a f e  h o m e  ;  a n d  t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  w r i t e  a
Rut t e r .     Bu t  Mr .  Corney  does  no t  exp l a in  th i s  com-
p l i c a t ion  o f  e r r o r s  b y  p o in t in g  o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f
a n o t h e r  J o h n  D a v i s .  

I n  1 8 5 2  M r .  F r o u d e  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  
  1  1 s t  S e r i e s ,  v ,  p .  4 8 8 .   M r .  P e t h e r a m ,  i n  t h e  A t h e n œ u m  f o r
J a u u a r y  1 8 5 2 ,  n o t i c e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  c u r i o u s  m a n u s c r i p t  a t  
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o p y  o f  t h e  “  W o r l d ' s  H y d r o g r a p h i c a l  D e s c r i p t i on ”  
i n  t h e  L e n o x  L i b r a r y  a t  N e w  Y o r k .   I t  i s  e n t i t l e d  “ M o t i v e s  f o r
o r d e r i n g  a  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r i e  o f  t h e  N o r t h  Po l e  t e r r e s t r i a l ,  
t h e  S t r a i g h t s  o f  A n i a n  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h  S e a  a n d  c o a s t s  t h e r e o f ” .
M r .  P e t h e r a m  a f t e r w a r d s  p r i n t e d  th i s  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  h i s  B ib l i o g r a -  
ph i c a l  Mi s c e l l an y ,  N o .  1  ( N ov .  1 5 t h ,  1 85 3 )  a u d  N o .  3  ( J a n .  2 0 t h ,  
1 8 5 4 ) ,  w i t h  a  c om m e n ta r y .  
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Westmins t e r  Rev i ew  ,  en t i t l ed  “En g l an d ' s  Fo rgo t t en
W o r t h i e s ” .    H e  r e p e a t e d  a l l  t h e  o l d  m i s t a k e s  a b o u t
D a v i s ,  a n d  a d d ed  f r e s h  o n e s .    Y e t  M r .  F r o u d e  r e -
p u b l i s h e d  h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  1 8 6 8 ,  i n  a  v o l u m e  e n t i t l e d
“ S h o r t  S t u d i e s  o n  G r e a t  S u b j e c t s ” .    H i s  a c c o u n t  o f
John Davi s  i s  that  he  was  a  s a i lo r  boy  o f  Sandwich  ;
that  Sandwich  (meaning Sandr idge)  i s  the  ad jo in ing
par i sh  to  Greenway ;  that  Davis  i s  known to  have
commanded t rad ing  ves se l s  in  the  eas t e rn  seas  ;  that
he  re turned f i ve  t imes  f rom India  ;  that  the  deta i l s
a re  los t  ;  that  he  took out  S i r  Edward Miche l l thorne
to  India  ;  and that  he  f e l l  in  wi th  a  c rew of  Japanese ,
who murdered  h im in  a  f ew hours .  

He r e  t h e  t w o  n a m e s a k e s  a r e  m ix e d  u p  in  s a d  c o n -
f u s i o n .    J o h n  D a v i s  w a s  n o t  a  s a i l o r  b o y  o f  S a n d -
w i c h ,  a n d  S a n d r id g e  i s  n o t  t h e  a d j o in in g  p a r i s h  t o
G r e e n w a y ,  f o r  i t  i s  n o t  a  p a r i s h  a t  a l l .   D a v i s  o f  
S a n d r id g e  n e v e r  c o m m a n d ed  a  t r ad ing  o r  an y  o t h e r
v e s s e l  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  s e a s ,  t ho u g h  D a v i s  o f  L im e -
house  once  had a  t emporary  command,  owing to  the
death  o f  h i s  capta in .     I t  was  John Davi s  o f  L ime-  
house ,  not  he  o f  Sandr idge ,  who re turned f rom India
f ive  t imes .    The  deta i l s  o f  none o f  the  voyages  made
by  e i ther  Davi s  a re  lo s t .    Miche l l thome i s  not  the
name of  the  genera l  to  whom John Davi s  o f  Sand-
r idge  was  p i lo t  ;  and,  f ina l ly ,  the  Japanese  d id  not
murder  Davi s  in  a  f ew hours  a f t e r  he  f e l l  in  wi th
them.  They  were  upwards  o f  two days  in  h i s
company.  

Of  which  Dav i s  can  Mr.  Froude  be  sa id  to  have
w r i t t e n  ?    H e  m i x e s  u p  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
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both ,  and some of  h i s  s ta t ement s  a re  wrong,  a s
a p p l i e d  t o  e i t h e r  o f  t h e m .    S u r e l y  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  
way  to  preserve  England' s  Worth ies  f rom be ing
forgot ten  !  

The  l a t es t  author  who has  wr i t t en  on  Davi s  i s  Mr.
Fox  Bourne,  in  h i s  work  ent i t l ed  Engl i sh  Seamen
under  the  Tudors  (1868) .   His  account  i s  br ie f ,  but
accurate  so  fa r  a s  i t  goes ,  w i th  the  except ion  o f  the
s tatement  that  Davi s  took se rv ice  w i th  Cavendish
af t e r  h i s  r e turn  f rom a  voyage  to  the  Eas t  Indie s  wi th
the  Dutch. 1   But  th i s  i s  ev ident ly  an  over s ight ,  for
Mr.  Fox  Bourne  subsequent ly  g ives  the  correc t  date
of  Davi s ' s  engagement  wi th  the  Dutch . 2 
  1 Page  137.       2  Page  146.  



The third voyage Northwestward, made by John
Davis ,  as  chie fe  Capta ine  and Pi lote  genera l ly ,  for

the discoverie of a passage to the Isles of the Molucca,
or the coast of China, in the yeere 1587.

Written by John Janes, servant to the aforesayd  M. William
Sanderson. 

MA Y

[ 3 RD   VOYAGE  ]
The 19 of this present moneth, about midnight, we weighed
our ankers, set saile, and departed from Dartmouth with
two barkes and a Clincher,1 the one named the Elizabeth
of Dartmouth, the other the Sunneshine of London, and the 
Clincher, called the Ellin of London : thus, in Gods name, 
we set forwards with the wind at Northeast, a good fresh
gale.   About 3 howers after our departure, the night being 
somewhat thicke with darknesse, we had lost the pinnace, 
the captaine imagining that the men had runne away with 
her, willed the master of the Sunneshine to stand to Sea-
wards, and see if we could descrie them, we bearing in with 
the shore for Plimmouth.  At length we descried her,
bare with her, and demanded what the cause was : They 
answered, that the tiller of their helme was burst.  So,
shaping our course West southwest, we went forward,
hoping that a hard beginning would make a good ending, 
yet some of us were doubtfull of it, falling in reckoning 
that she was a Clincher; neverthelesse, we put our trust 
in God. 

The 21 we met with the Red Lion of London, which came 
from the coast of Spaine, which was afraid that we had 
  1 A sh ip  or  boat  i s  sa id  to be  c l incher  bui l t ,  when the  outs ide  planks  
lap one over the other.  The sides of a boat so constructed do not present 
the same smooth surface as those of a carvel, or diagonal, built boat. 
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bene men of warre, but we hailed them, and after a little
conference we desired the master to carie our letters for
London, directed to my unckle Sanderson, who promised us 
safe deliverie.  And after we had heaved them a lead and a
line, whereunto wee had made fast our letters, before they
could get them into the ship, they fell into the sea, and so
all our labour and theirs also was lost, notwithstanding they 
promised to certifie our departure at London, and so we
departed, and the same day we had sight of Sillie.    The
22 the wind was at Northeast by East, with faire weather, 
and so the 23 and the 24 the like.  The 25 we laied our
shippes on the Lee1 for the Sunneshine, who was a rommag- 
ing for a leake, they had 500 strokes at the pumpe in a
watch, the wind at Northwest. 

The 26 and 27 we had faire weather, but this 27 the
pinnaces foremaste was blowen over-boord.   The 28 the
Elizabeth towed the pinnace, which was so much bragged of 
by the owners report before we came out of England, but
at Sea she was like to a cart drawen with oxen.  Sometimes 
we towed her, because she could not saile for scant wind. 

The 31 day our captaine asked if the pinnace were stanch. 
Peerson answered that she was as sound and as stanch as a
cuppe.  This made us something glad, when we sawe she
would brooke the Sea, and was not leake.
 

JUNE. 
The f i r s t  6  dayes  we had fa i re  weather  :  a f ter  that ,  

for 5 dayes we had fogge and rayne, the wind beyng South. 
The 12, we had cleare weather. The Mariners in the
Sunneshine and the master could not agree : the mariners
would goe on their voyage a fishing, because the yeere
began to waste :  the master would not depart till hee had 
the companie of the Elizabeth, whereupon the master told 
our captaine that he was afrayd his men would shape some 
contrarie course while he was a sleep, and so he should 

  1  The same as to “heave-to”. 
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loose us. At length, after much talke and many threat-
nings, they were content to bring us to the land, which we 
looked for daily. 

The 13 we had fogge and raine. 
The 14 day we discovered land at five of the clocke in

the morning, being very great and high mountaines, the 
tops of the hils being covered with snow.   Here the wind 
was variable, sometimes Northeast, East Northeast, and 
East by North : but wee imagined ourselves to be 16 or 17 
leagues off from the shore. 

The 15 we had reasonable cleare weather. 
The 16 we came to an anker about 4 or 5 of the clocke 

after noone, the people came presently to us, after the old 
manor, with crying, Il y a oute, and shewing us Seale
skinnes.   The 17 we began to set up the pinnace that
Peerson framed at Dartmouth, with the boords which hee 
brought from London. 

The 18, Peerson and the Carpenters of the ships, began 
to set on the plankes.   The 19, as we went about an Island, 
were found blacke Pummise stones, and salt kerned on the 
rockes very white and glistering.  This day, also, the
master of the Sunneshine tooke one of the people, a very 
strong lustie yong fellow. 

The 20, about two of the clocke in the morning, the
Savages came to the Island where our pinnace was built 
readie to bee launched, and tore the two upper strakes, and 
caried them away onely for the love of the iron in the
boords.   While they were about this practise wee manned
the Elizabeth's boate to goe a shore to them : our men
being either afrayd, or amazed, were so long before they
came to shore, that our captaine willed them to staie, and 
made the Gunner give fire to a Saker,1 and laied the piece 
  1 A saker  was  a  p i ece  of  a r t i l l e ry  f rom e ight  to  ten  fee t  in  l ength ,
throwing shot  vary ing from 4 to 7  lbs .  weight .   Al though some author-  
i t i e s  a s ser t  that  i t s  name was  der ived f rom the  French oath sacre  there  
c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  b u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  c a l l e d ,  l i k e  t h e  f a l c o n  a n d  
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levell with the boate which the Savages had turned on the 
one side, because we should not hurt them with our arrowes, 
and made the boate their bulwarke against the arrowes 
which wee shot at them.  Our Gunner having made all things
readie,  gave fire to the peece,  and fearing to hurt any
of the people, and regarding the owner’s profite, thought
belike hee would save a Saker's shot, doubting we should 
have occasion to fight with men of warre, and so shot off the 
Saker without a bullet, we looking still when the Savages 
that were hurt should run away without legs, at length wee 
could perceive never a man hurt, but all having their legges 
could carie away their bodies : we had no sooner shot off
the piece, but the master of the Sunneshine manned his
boate, and came rowing towards the Island, the very sight 
of whom made each of them take that he had gotten, and
flie away as fast as they could to another Island about two 
miles off, where they tooke the nayles out of the timber,
and left the wood on the Isle.    When we came on shore
and saw how they had spoiled the boate, after much debating 
of the matter, we agreed that the Elizabeth should have
her to fish withall : whereupon she was presently caried 
aboord and stowed. 

Now after this trouble, being resolved to depart with the 
first wind, there fell out another matter worse then all the 
rest, and that was in this maner.   John Churchyard, one
whom our captaine had appointed as Pilot in the pinnace, 
came to our Captaine and master Bruton1, and told them 
other  ordnance  in  use  a t  that  per iod,  a f te r  a  b i rd .  In  fa lconry the  saker  
was  a  hawk,  appropr ia ted to the  use  of  knights ,  a s  was  a  fa l con to a
duke, a gerfalcon to a king, a peregrine to an earl, and a merlin to a lady. 

In  Hudibras ,  Part  I ,  Canto 2 ,  a re  the  fo l lowing l ines  :— 

“Of warlike engines he was author, 
  Devis'd for quick dispatch of slaughter : 
  The cannon, blunderbuss, and saker, 
  He was th' inventor of, and maker.” 

  1 Wi l l i am Bruton was  capta in  of  the  Sunshine  in  Davi s ’ s  f i r s t  expedi -  
t ion to the  North-west .  
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that the good ship which we must all hazard our lives in,
had three hundred strokes at one time as she rode in the
harbour.1  This disquieted us all greatly, and many doubted 
to goe in her.   At length our captaine, by whom we were all
to be governed, determined rather to end his life with
credite then to returne with infamie and disgrace, and so
being all agreed, we purposed to live and die together, and 
committed our selves to the ship.  Now the 21, having
brought all our things aboord, about 11 or 12 of the clocke 
at night, we set saile and departed from those Isles, which 
lie in 64 degrees of latitude, our ships being now all at
Sea, and wee shaping our course to goe, coasting the land 
to the Northwards upon the Easterne shore, which we
called the shore of our Merchants, because there we met 
with people which traffiked with us, but here we were not 
without doubt of our ship. The 22 and 23 we had close
fogge and raine. 

The 24 being in 67 degrees and 40 minutes, we had
great store of Whales, and a kinde of sea birdes which the 
Mariners called Cortinous.2  This day about sixe of the
clocke at night, we espied two of the countrey people at 
Sea, thinking at the first they had bene two great Seales, 
untill we sawe their oares glistering with the Sunne : they 
came rowing towardes us as fast as they could, and when 
they came within hearing they held up their oares, and
cried Il y a oute, making many signes : and at last they came 
to us, giving us birdes for bracelets, and of them I had a
darte with a bone in it, or a piece of Unicorn's horne, as I 
did judge.   This dart he made store of, but when he saw a
knife he let it go, being more desirous of the knife then of 
his dart ; these people continued rowing after our ship the 
space of 3 howers. 

The 25 in the morning at 7 of the clocke we descried 30 
  1 T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e d  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  s t r o k e s  a t  t h e  p um p  
d u r i n g  a  w a t c h  o f  f o u r  h o u r s ,  t o  k e e p  t h e  s h i p  f r e e  o f  w a t e r .  
  2  I  am unable  to  expla in  th i s  word,  and be l i eve  i t  to  be  a  mispr int. 
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Savages rowing after us, being by judgement 10 leagues off 
from the shore : they brought us Salmon Peales, Birdes, and 
Caplin, and we gave them pinnes, needles, bracelets, nailes, 
knives, bels, looking glasses, and other small trifles, and 
for a knife, a naile or a bracelet, which they call Ponigmah,1 
they would sell their boat, coates, or any thing they had,
although they were farre from the shore. Wee had but few 
skinnes of them, about 20, but they made signes to us that 
if wee would goe to the shore, wee should have more store 
of chichsanege; 2 they staied with us till 11 of the clocke, at 
which time we went to prayer, and they departed from us. 

The 26 was cloudie, the wind being at South. 
The 27 faire with the same wind. 
The 28 and 29 were foggie with clouds.  The 30 day we

tooke the heigth and found our selves in 72 degrees and 12 
min. of latitude both at noone and at night, the Sunne
being 5 degr. above the horizon.  At midnight the com-
passe set  to the variat ion of  28 degr.  to the Westward. 
Now having coasted the land, which we called London coast, 
from the 21 of this present till the 30, the sea open all to
the Westwards and Northwards, the land on starboord side 
East from us, the winde shifted to the North, whereupon 
we left that shore, naming the same Hope Sanderson, and 
shaped our course West, and ran 40 leagues and better,
without the sight of any land. 

JULY. 
The second we fel with a mighty banke of Ice West

from us, lying North and South, which banke we would 
gladly have doubled out to the Northwards, but the winde 
would not  suf fer  us ,  so  that  we were fa ine  to  coast  i t
to the Southwards, hoping to double it out that we might 
have run so farre West till wee had found land, or els to 
have bene thorowly resolved of our pretended purpose. 
  1  According to Davi s ,  Panigmah  means  a  needle .  See  page  21. 
  2  Thi s  i s ,  in  a l l  probabi l i ty ,  an  Eskimo word ;  i t s  meaning I  am un-  
able  to  expla in.  
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The 3 we fell with the Ice againe, and putting off from
it, we sought to the Northwards, but the wind crossed us. 

The 4 was foggie : so was the 5 also, with much wind at 
North. 

The 6 being very cleere, we put our barke with oares
through a gappe in the Ice, seeing the Sea free on the
West side as we thought, which, falling out otherwise,
caused us to returne after we had staied there betweene
the Ice.  The 7 and the 8 about midnight, by God's helpe, 
we recovered the open sea, the weather being faire and
calme, and so was the 9.   The 10 we coasted the Ice.1 

The 11 was foggie, but calme. 
The 12 we coasted againe the Ice, having the wind at

West northwest. The 13 bearing off from the Ice, we de- 
termined to goe with the shore and come to an anker, and 
to stay five or 6 daies for the dissolving of the Ice, hoping 
that the sea continually beating it, and the sunne, with the 
extreme force of heate which it had alwayes shining upon
it, would make a quicke dispatch, that we might have a
further search upon the Westerne shore.   Now when we
were come to the Easterne coast, the water something
deepe, and some of our company fearefull withall, we durst 
not come to an anker but bare off into sea againe.   The
poore people seeing us goe away againe came rowing after us
into the Sea, the waves being somewhat loftie.  We
truckt2 with them for a few skinnes and dartes, and gave 
them beads, nailes, pinnes, needles, and cardes, they point- 
ing to the shore as though they would shew us great
friendship : but we litle regarding their curtesie, gave them 
the gentle farewell, and so departed. 

The 14 we had the wind at South.  The 15 there was
some fault either in the barke, or the set of some currant, 

  1 This ice, that so thwarted the intentions of Davis, was, undoubtedly, 
the so-called middle pack of Baffin’s Bay. 
  2  To truck, was a common expression signifying to barter or exchange 
one commodity for another. 
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we were driv�  6 points out of our course.  The 16 we
fell  with y e banke of Ice west from us.   The 17 and 18 
were foggie.  The 19, at one a clocke after noone, we had 
sight of the land which we called mount Raleigh, and at 12 
of the clocke at night wee were thwart the streights which 
we discovered the first yeere.   The 20 wee traversed in the 
mouth of the streight, the winde being at West, with
faire and cleare weather. The 21 and 22 we coasted the
Northerne coast of the streights. The 23, having sayled
60 leagues Northwest into the streights, at two a clocke 
after noone, we ankered among many Isles in the bottome 
of the gulfe, naming the same the erle of Cumberlands
Isles, where, riding at anker, a Whale passed by our ship
and went West in among the Isles.   Here the compasse set 
at 30 degrees Westward variation.  The 24 we departed,
shaping our course Southeast to recover the Sea.  The 25
we were becalmed in the bottome of the gulfe, the aire
being extreme hote. Master Bruton and some of the Mari- 
ners went on shore to course dogs, where they found many 
Graves and Trane1 spilt on the ground, the dogs being so
fat that they were scant able to runne. 

The 26 wee had a pretie storme, the wind being at South- 
east.    The 27 and 28 were faire.    The 29 we were cleare
out of the streights, having coasted the South shore, and
this day at noone we were in 64 degrees of latitude.   The
30 in the afternoone we coasted a banke of Ice which lay on 
the shore, and passed by a great banke or inlet, which lay
betweene 63 and 62 degrees of latitude, which we called
Lumleis Inlet.2   We had oftentimes as we sailed along the 
coast, great rootes, the water, as it were, whirling and over- 
falling, as if it were the fall of some great water through a 
bridge.   The 31, as we sayled by a head land, which wee
named Warwikes Foreland, we fell into one of those over- 
fals with a fresh gale of wind, and bearing all our sailes,
we looking upon an Is land of Ice betweene us  and the 
  1 Train oil.        2 This position agrees with that of Frobisher Strait.
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shore, had thought that our barke did make no way, which 
caused us to take markes on the shore : at length we per-
ceived our selves to go very fast, and the Island of Ice, which 
we saw before, was caried very forcibly with the set of the
currant faster then our ship went. This day and night we
passed by a very great gulfe,1 the water whirling and roring, 
as it were the meetings of tides. 

AUGUST. 
The first having coasted a banke of Ice which was

driven out at the mouth of this gulfe, wee fell with the 
Southermost Cape of the gulfe, which we named Childleis 
Cape,2 which lay in 60 degrees and 10 minutes of latitude. 
The 2 and 3 were calme and foggie : so were the 4, 5, and 6. 
The 7 was faire and calme: so was the 8, with a litle gale 
in the morning.    The 9 was faire, and we had a litle gale
at night.   The 10 wee had a frisking gale at West North-
west.   The 11 faire.  The 12 we sawe five Deere on the top 
of an Island, called by us Darcies Island.  And wee hoised 
out our boate, and went a shore to them, thinking to have
killed some of them.  But when we came on shore and had 
coursed them twise about the Island, they tooke the Sea
and swamme towards Islands distant from that 3 leagues. 
When wee perceived that they had taken the Sea, we gave 
them over, because our boat was so small that it could not 
carie us and rowe after them, they swamme so fast : but
one of them was as big as a good pretie Cowe and very fat, 
their feete as big as Ox feete.   Here upon this Island I
killed with my peece a grey hare. 

The 13 in the morning we saw 3 or 4 white Beares, but 
durst not goe on shore to them for lacke of a good boat. 
  1 Hudson Stra i t  ?  

  2  Named a fte r  John Chudle igh  or  Chidley ,  who died in  the  Stra i t s  of  
Mage l l an  whi l s t  on a  voyage  that  had for  i t s  object  the  c i rcumnaviga-  
t ion  o f  the  g lobe .  He was a Devonshire man, and a great friend of John
Davis. See note, 19, Lancaster's Voyages, published by this Society.  
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This day we stroke a rocke, seeking for an harborow, and
recieved a leake, and this day we were in 54 deg. of lati-
ude.

The 14 we stopt our leake in a storme, not very outra-
gious, at noone.

The 15, being almost in 51 degrees of latitude, and not
finding our ships, nor (according to their promise) any
kind of marke, token or beacon, which we willed to set 
up, and they protested to doe upon every head land,
Island, or Cape, within 20 leagues every way off from their
fishing place, which our captaine appointed to be betweene
54 and 55 degrees.  This 15, I say, we shaped our course
homewards for England, having in our ship but little wood,
and halfe a hogshead of fresh water.  Our men were very
willing to depart, and no man more foreward than Peerson,
for he feared to be put out of his office of Stewardship : he
was so unsaciate that the allowance of two men was skant
sufficient to fill his greedie appetite : but because every man
was so willing to depart, and considering our want, I
doubted the matter very much, fearing that the seething of
our mens victuall in salt water would bring diseases, and
being but fewe (yet too many for the roome, if any should
be sicke) and likely that all the rest might bee infected
therewith, wee consented to returne for our owne countrey,
and so we had the 16 faire, with the wind at Southwest.

The 17 we met a shippe at Sea, and as farre as wee
could judge, it was a Biskaine : we thought she went a
fishing for Whales, for in 52 degrees or thereabout, we
saw very many.

The 18 was faire, with a good gale at West.
The 19, faire also, but with much wind at West and by

South.
An thus, after much variable weather and change of

windes, we arrived the 15 of September in Dartmouth,
Anno 1587, giving thanks to God for our safe arrival.



Note:  Pages 49–58: Traverse Book entries for the 3 rd Voyage are omitted here.
According to the latter (page 53) the northernmost latitude reached during this
voyage was 72E12 minutes on June 30, 1587; see also page 44 above.  
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A letter of the sayd  M. JOHN DAVIS, written to M.  SANDERSON,
              of London , concerning his forewritten voyage.

Good M.  Sanderson, with Gods great mercy I have made
my safe returne in health, with all my companie, and have
sailed threescore leagues further then my determination at
my departure.   I have bene in 73 degrees, finding the Sea
all open, and forty leagues between land and land.

The passage is most probable, the execution easie, as
at my comming you shall fully know.

Yesterday,  the  15 of  September ,  I  landed al l  wear ie ,
therefore I pray you pardon my shortnesse.

Sandridge, this 16 of September, anno 1587.

Yours equall as mine owne, which by triall you
  shall best know,

JOHN DAVIS.

Davis ,  John.  The Voyages  and Works  o f  John Davi s  the  Navigator ,  The Hakluyt Society,  No
LIX,  London,  1880:39–48,59 (“The Third Voyage Northwestward for  the Discover ie  of  a
passage to the Is les  of  the  Molucca ,  or  the coast  of  China,  in  the  yeere  1587,"written by
John Janes ,  servant of   M. Wil l iam Sanderson) .

John Davis  the  Navigator :

Seaman’s Secrets, (Dedication & Book I).
Seaman’s Secrets, (Book II).
The Worlde’s Hydrographical Description. 

Material transcribed & transformed from the GOOGLE Digital PDF/JPG version of
The Voyages and Works of John Davis, the Navigator. The Hakluyt Society, No. LIX,

London, 1880.
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