
 
The text of the first 21 pages of this document is in Inuit syllabics (10 pages in the original, back to back). To remove it would, however,
be both disrespectful and historically inaccurate. The English version that follows (as received) is largely by Jack Anawak, the Member of
Parliament for Nunatsiaq. It includes a brief history of Inuit Land claims, the latter’s observations in this pursuit, the 1993 Nunavut Land
Claims Agreement itself and a short postscript added by the present pdf transcriber { jnh }.
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   This unexpected copy of the 1993 Nunavut Agreement was forwarded to my Vancouver address in the same year I returned to
the South when the venerable DEWline finally closed.  I was employed in the Arctic regions for almost twenty years, interrupted
primarily by full-time attendance at the University of Manitoba (BA 1973) and Simon Fraser University (MA.Communication1981).
There was no accompanying letter or note with this copy of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement, nor was any needed. In my 1980
M.A. Thesis - National Development and Northern Development: The Establishment of the DEWline in the Canadian North - I had 
supported Inuit land claims from a distinct and positive viewpoint. I was most pleased to receive this document 13 years later; it
meant far more to me than any academic praise or criticism.
   Nevertheless, it was the closing paragraph of the thesis concerning the inherent problems that arise from exceeding the carrying
capacity of the land that troubled me most. This is already a major issue exacerbated by growing populations, rising food, fuel
and habitation costs all rendered worse by unemployment and limited opportunities in far too many regions of the World.
   In Canada’s Arctic these disturbing trends are more apparent now than ever before, and it would seem (40 years later) that sadly,
we have not paid sufficient attention to this dire early warning from the North and its almost inevitable consequences.

                                                                                                                             John Nicholas Harris, (jnh), February 2020 / Spirasolaris.ca.
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   Nunavut you hold such promise.

My family knew you and knew you would provide

My memories of you are many

As my memories of them are precious

And now I speak of you as they did 

    Nunavut you hold such promise.

If we we could only remember the lessons

Entangled with the memories

And take care of the stories

And pass on the Wisdom

    Nunavut you hold such promise.

For you are something that has been

A part of us for so long

We cannot remember when we first met

But I know you will walk with us tomorrow.

                          *   *   *    

    In conclusion I would like to say the following to our

guests today.

    [ Editor’s Note:  Minister spoke in Inuktitut.]

[ English ]

   

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski):  I am sure all

members of the House will concur in whatever the hon.

minister said.

   Mr. Anawak: Mr. Speaker, I can safely say there were

no derogatory remarks.

   I would like to close by saying as I mentioned earlier

that this has been a very humbling experience. It is a very

proud day for the people of Nunavut as represented by

the people in the gallery from Nunavut area.

   I am very proud to have been part of the deliberations

on the two bills: on the land claims bill and on the bill

dealing with the creation of Nunavut.

   Along with my colleagues from the north we are able

to say that June 4, 1993 is a very important day for the

people of Nunavut. It is a day to remember and tell our

grandchildren about.


